Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 –  Infrastructure, Transportation Water Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 –  Infrastructure, Transportation Water Services and other Policy issues held in County Hall, on Thursday 29th September,2005.

     Chair:


Cllr. Pat Dunphy
Present:
Cllr. B. Aylward; Cllr M. Shortall; Cllr. Cora Long; Cllr. P.Millea.

                   Cllr. P.O’Neill.
                   Deirdre Gough; Eamonn Walsh; John Bambrick; Phil Funchion.

In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services: M.Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer M. Butler, Administrative Officer.

Preliminary.

It was agreed that the meeting would finish no later than 5.pm on this occasion. 

1.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of previous meeting of SPC2 held on 30 June,2005 were

Proposed by Cllr. Cora Long 

Seconded by Mr. John Bambrick 

And agreed.  

2.        MATTERS ARISING
(a)
Recruitment embargo in the Public Service
 Following a discussion Mr. T. Gunning replied to queries and it was noted that no reply was received from the Department in response to the Council’s letter of 7th September,2005 and previous correspondence. The meeting agreed that the Council should once again write to the Department on this issue.   

(b)        R 700
Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that the classification of this road was discussed with the Minister for Transport, Mr. Martin Cullen during his visit to Kilkenny in July and while he was not optimistic that the existing classification will be changed, he promised to raise the issue with Mr. Dick Roche, Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government. 

Mr. Cullen also promised to raise with Mr. Roche the question of funding for a by-pass on the R700 at Thomastown.

The meeting was also informed that following a request by the elected members of the Thomastown Electoral Area the Council wrote to Mr. Dick Roche on 14th September,2005 regarding the urgent need for a by-pass to be provided on the R700 at Thomastown to cater for traffic on the regional road between Kilkenny and New Ross. A response from the Minister for a  special contribution for a by-pass is awaited. 

(c)
Bus Shelters
It was agreed that a further 2 weeks would be allowed to enable members if they wish to nominate additional locations for bus shelters throughout the county. 

(d)      Local roads-Road edges.

Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that the Council has adopted a three year road plan which includes road edges and will be funded by way of grants from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

(e)      Community Involvement in Road Works Schemes.

It was noted that an increase of €158,000 in the grant has been notified to the Council recently.

(f)      Group Sewerage Schemes.

The meeting was informed that in response to correspondence from the Council, the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has stated that a pilot programme is currently being undertaken by the National Rural Water Monitoring Committee to test a range of new small-scale wastewater collection and treatment systems, based on Design Build Operate (DBO) procurement. 

Subject to a satisfactory outcome of the pilot testing, the National Rural Water Monitoring Committee envisages a potential role for group sewerage schemes in the collection of domestic wastewater from households outside the immediate catchment of such treatment systems. Any review of the grants must await the outcome of the pilot programme.

(g)     Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme.

Contract documents have been forwarded to the DOE for approval prior to proceeding with the contract. 

3.   Update on National Roads.

· N8 Cullahill to Cashel- Contract documents are being prepared. 
· N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen-A decision on the Oral Hearing is expected from An Bord Pleanála within the next three weeks.
· N25 (Waterford By-Pass) Construction work is expected to commence in February,2006.
· N24 (Mooncoin By-Pass) A design programme is now in place with an estimated time frame of going to CPO in July,2007.

· N77 (Kilkenny Ring Road Extension).  Progress continues to be made with earthworks being the dominant feature at this stage. 

· Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass 2+1 Retro Fit. The design is almost complete and will be submitted to the NRA within the next week with a view to progressing to tender stage. 

4.
Update on Sanitary Services.

(a)       Sewerage Bundle- Progress is being made towards the preparation of a Preliminary Report in respect of Johnstown, Freshford & Gorebridge.  

(b)       Mooncoin Regional Water Supply Scheme.

A brief has been sent to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

(c)     Tullaroan Sewerage Scheme.

Tenders are being sought by the Council in respect of this scheme

(d)    Bennettsbridge Water Supply.

A number of sites have been identified which will undergo tests to ascertain the best source of supply.

(e)   Sewerage Schemes- Review of priority list.

At the request of Cllr. P. Dunphy it was agreed that this matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

5. Motorway Service Areas.

The meeting was informed that the National Roads Authority (NRA) is currently reviewing its policy on service areas for motorists using motorways and dual carriageways. As part of the review process, submissions/views on the matter are invited from the public and interested parties. A policy will subsequently be formulated by the NRA which will then need to be incorporated by local authorities in their Development Plans.

A discussion then followed with a contribution from all members of the committee.  

Opinions ranged from the provision of on-line motorway facilities to the location of service areas at or close to interchanges.

After the discussion it was agreed to have this matter placed on the agenda for the next meeting of SPC2 to allow the matter to be considered and discussed further.

6.Any other business.

(a) Park and Ride System.

The meeting was informed that correspondence was received from Ring a Link on behalf of the Kilkenny Transport Working Group and Transport Policy Development Unit who are arranging a visit to Cork to investigate among other matters the newly initiated Park and Ride system there and an invitation was extended to members of SPC2 to travel. Following a discussion it was decided to obtain for the next meeting information and details about the Park and Ride system in Cork. 

In addition it was agreed to obtain information from Sligo County   Council regarding their successful traffic model for comparison purposes on the basis of their similarity in size with Kilkenny.       

(b) Oil price increases
Following consideration of the request of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September,2005 to urge the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government to increase funding to local authorities for the road’s programme in light of the recent huge increase in the price of bitumen and tar products resulting from the current oil increases it was 

Proposed by Cllr P. O’ Neill

Seconded by Cllr B. Aylward

And Agreed.  

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 24th November,2005 at 3.30 pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

_____________________________ 


_____________________ 

Chairman





Date 

