Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 – Transportation Policy Issues held in County Hall on Tuesday, 20th January 2004. 

Chair:


Cllr Pat Dunphy

Present:
Cllr. Mary H Cavanagh, Cllr. Teresa Mullen, Cllr Wm.Ireland, Cllr. Bobby Aylward, Mr. John Wallis, Mr. Ger Heffernan.

Apology:
Mr. Martin Riches

In Attendance:       A.M.Walsh, A/Director of Services, A.Morrissey, A/Senior Executive Engineer and M. Butler.Administrative Officer.

1.
Vote of Sympathy.

Cllr. Pat Dunphy proposed a vote of sympathy to Joan Mannion and family, Bennettsbridge Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Oliver Mannion, Senior Engineer, who had in excess of thirty years service with Kilkenny Local Authorities. 
2. Presentation by South East On Track.

The chairman welcomed Ms. Sinead Conroy, Future New Ross and member of South East On Track committee to the meeting and she introduced the other members of the committee present: 

Frank Darcy-Wexford Organisation for Rural Development (W.O.R.D.)

Padraig O’ Gorman-Community & Enterprise, Wexford County Council

Michael Hanrahan-  Employee of Iarnrod Eireann

Brian O’ Keeffe     - Employee of Iarnrod Eireann 

The meeting was informed that a meeting had recently taken place to discuss rail services in the South East, the upgrading of the railway line between Rosslare and Limerick and the reopening of the railway between New Ross and Waterford. The meeting was attended by representatives from Waterford City Council, New Ross  Town Council, Future New Ross,W.O.R.D., New Ross Chamber of Commerce,J.F.K. Trust, Platform 11 and employees of Iarnrod Eireann.At this meeting an ad hoc committee called South East On Track was formed to put together a campaign to seek improvements in train services throughout the South East and the reopening of the railway line between New Ross and Waterford. It was decided to contact all the local authorities in the South East to seek support for the campaign.

 A report was commissioned by Wexford Organisation for Rural Development (W.O.R.D.) and the County Development Board and was carried out by the Management Resource Institute.  The Commissioning of the report arose primarily out of an arbitrary decision by Iarnrod Eireann to close the rail line between Rosslare and Limerick.  Subsequent to this the Minister for Transport reviewed this decision and the rail line will remain open.  

The report deals with ways in which rail lines in the South East can be improved and sets out how services can be improved including the provision of an early morning train for commuters to Limerick, the morning train from Rosslare to Waterford should be extended to Wexford.  The report adds that in the event of Iarnrod Eireann showing neither the desire nor inclination to successfully operate the line, a private operator, private public partnership should be sought immediately. 

 A discussion then followed and in conclusion Cllr. P. Dunphy thanked the representatives of South East On Track for their attendance and presentation and the meeting agreed to assist the committee in every way it can.

Following an invitation to the SPC 2 committee for a representative on the committee of the South East On Track, it was 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland, 

Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward 

and agreed that the Chairman Cllr. B. Dunphy be nominated to the committee.

Following further discussion it was

Proposed by Cllr. T. Mullen

Seconded by Cllr. B. Ireland

And agreed that Mr. John Wallis be nominated to act as substitute for Cllr.Dunphy on the committee if Cllr.Dunphy is unable to attend meetings. 

2.
ROAD SAFETY
The Chairman welcomed Inspector Michael Melia to the meeting. Inspector Melia outlined recent initiatives undertaken by the Gardai in order to improve road safety detailed as follows:

1.
Operation Lifesaver.

This was initiated in August 1998 and it was set up on a 5 year basis.  It concentrated on speed, drink driving and the non wearing of seat belts.  Inspector Melia added that this has resulted in a reduction in fatalities and serious injuries. He said that it is expected that the Garda Computer System will be in place by the end of this year and this will assist Gardai among other things in operating the penalty points system.  

2.
Collision Prevention Programme 2000.

A Garda Sergeant was appointed in each Garda District and a meeting takes place every 2 months to discuss the location of accidents in the area.The programme includes enforcement, education and liaising with local authorities especially from an enginering point of view.  Initiatives taken in County Kilkenny in relation to this programme included the Dynan Bridge, N24 and N9.

3.
Traffic Watch

This was a pilot scheme set up in the South East with the Call Centre located in Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny.  It afforded people an opportunity to contact Gardai in a confidential manner in relation to traffic incidents observed on the public roads.  To date over 950 people have been contacted by the Gardai following complaints made to them through this scheme.  

A discussion then followed and in reply to the issue of motor cyclists on public roads Inspector Melia said that there is a problem nationally with motor cyclists and that it is difficult to apprehend motor cyclists breaking the law.  He said that 9 out of 52 people killed in the region last year were motor cyclists.  A campaign was run last year in relation to motor cyclists concentrating on the hours from 2p.m. on Saturdays to 6p.m. on Sundays.  

In response to the question of relocating speed limits in some areas Inspector Melia said that safety audits need to be done on speed limits. He said that seminars will be held to inform and advise Gardai in relation to overweight vehicles and the need for greater enforcement to monitor unauthorised hours worked by drivers of heavy goods vehicles. He added that there will be increased multi agency check points in future.The meeting also discussed current legislation with regard to the use of mobile phones and people under the influence of drugs while driving on the public roads.

It was the view of the meeting that further signage is necessary on the Castlecomer Road near the Newpark Hotel to highlight the speed limit in that area. 

In relation to the statistics on fatal road accidents for 2003 in the South East region, Inspector Melia said that 27 people were killed in the first 6 months of 2003 and 25 people killed in the remaining 6 months of 2003.  He added that these figures were similar to the figures for 2002.  Inspector Melia added that there will be a greater emphasis by the Gardai in future regarding the enforcement of traffic regulations and their presence will be much more visible.

In conclusion Cllr. P. Dunphy thanked Inspector Melia for attending the meeting.

3.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland, seconded by Mary Hilda Cavanagh and agreed.  

MATTERS ARISING
(a)
Ring a Link
The meeting was informed that Kilkenny County Council have provided €10,000 in their budget for 2004. 

(b)
Road Safety
Cllr. P. Dunphy referred to the need for arrows at right hand junctions on the Piltown Fiddown By-Pass and in reply A.M. Walsh said that this would be brought to the attention of the NRA.

(c)     Waterford By-Pass
Mr. J. Wallis referred to the agreement at the last meeting to provide members with a map of the proposed Waterford By-Pass as it affects County Kilkenny and it was agreed to have this matter followed up.

(d) The meeting noted that no reply was received from the IFA in response to the committee’s letter regarding the use halogen lights on tractors while travelling on the public roads at night. It was agreed to write a further letter to the IFA in relation to this matter.

4.
Update on National Roads

N8 and N9

It is expected that the N8 and N9  will be at CPO stage within the next three months. 

The meeting was informed that the allocation of grants by the DOE would be announced on Monday next 26th January 2004.  

Kilkenny Ring Road

The Railway Works Order will be published this week.

Granny Junction

Cllr. P. Dunphy referred to the excellent work carried out at Granny Junction but stated that the temporary surface needs improvement.  It was agreed that this matter would be taken up with the NRA.

At the request of Cllr. P. Dunphy it was agreed that a timetable outlining the proposed schedule of works for the N8 and N9 should be made available and that Mr. J. Gannon, Project Officer be requested to prepare a report for the next meeting.  

5.Future of transport-report from Mr. J.Wallis.

It was decided to defer this matter to the next meeting and that it be placed at item 2 of that agenda. 

Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th April 2004 at 4.00 p.m in County Hall.

This concluded the business of the meeting

.
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