Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting.

Venue:  Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

Date: Wednesday 9th March at 11.00am.

Chair: Cllr P O’Neill

Present: Cllrs T Brennan, R Doyle, Michael O’Brien.

Apologies: Cllr A Phelan.
In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services; B. Mernagh, Senior Engineer; J Dowling, Area Engineer; C Brett, Staff Officer.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held 11th January, 2005.

Minutes agreed. 

   2.    Road Works Scheme, 2005.
Mr. Billy Mernagh outlined the proposed Road Works Scheme, 2005.  There is an amount of €580,000 available over and above the amount available last year for the County.  He said while costs were higher, there are more funds available.  As well as expenditure on Roadworks, there is an allocation for the provision of signage, depots and Health & Safety.
B Mernagh then went through the draft Scheme in detail and J Dowling went through particulars of works for Regional and Local roads.  B Mernagh, T Gunning and J Dowling answered questions from the members throughout.
B Mernagh confirmed that the €1.8m available for National Road Maintenance was the whole county’s allocation.  T Gunning outlined the works which would be carried out under General Maintenance.
J Dowling confirmed that the NRA had carried out work installing cats eyes at Friarshill, B Mernagh said these would be lifted before any resurfacing works, and then replaced.

In response to a query from Cllr O’Brien regarding the Co Council realigning Murphy’s bend on R700, T Gunning replied that there is a provision in this years Road Works Programme to surface dress this road.
Cllr Brennan expressed concerns regarding safety of the bend at Dungarvan, J Dowling said signage has been improved.  He also said it is hoped to put ramps on each side of Gowran Church and on the school road.
J Dowling said he would investigate concerns from Cllr O’Brien regarding drainage from Goatsbridge to Kiltorcan (after Ballyconway cross).
Cllr Doyle asked about resurfacing the top of Carrickmourne Road, J Dowling said this would be taken into consideration in the Five year plan and T Gunning said he would meet with Cllr Doyle to look at this.

J Dowling spoke about works in relation to Discretionary Improvements for Non National Roads. Cllr O’Neill requested that Ballinabooley Cross be considered for widening due to volume of traffic and Cllr OBrien commented on the condition of the surface on Mill Road, Inistioge.  
B Mernagh said that this was the final year of the current four year plan and these works had already been agreed.  The new four year Road Restoration plan 2006 – 2009 would be put before members at a later stage.
B Mernagh then went on to detail the NRA’s National Roads Allocations, and also said that each area was given €10,000 for upgrading directional signs.

In relation to the Development Contribution Scheme, the Members discussed the proposals which included provision of footpaths at High Street Graignamanagh, also from Ballyhale to Knocktopher, and at Castle Avenue in Thomastown.  Also discussed were ramps at Brandonpark and Woodview, Graignamanagh, the extension of the Quay car park in Thomastown, surfacing the carpark at Castlewarren Church, and provision of roadmarkings and surfacing the car park at St. Josephs in Thomastown.

In relation to Community Involvement in Road Works Schemes T Gunning proposed that Development Contributions be used to finance half the local contribution cost of applications relating to Coolnamuck and Rathsnagaden, Ballingoth Lane (File References CIR03/021 and CIR03/023) because these are leading to public amenities, i.e. quays.
In relation to a query from Cllr Doyle regarding purchase of a site to facilitate the new school in Thomastown, T Gunning said he would contact the Department of Education regarding the matter when he has more information.

In reply to Cllr Doyle, J Dowling said he would contact the Housing Section regarding the condition of the halting site at the Quay, Thomastown.

Cllr O’Brien then proposed and Cllr Doyle seconded both the Road Works Scheme and the Development Contributions Scheme.
3. Thomastown Traffic Management Scheme.
Members agreed that the draft Thomastown Traffic Management Scheme be put on public display.

4. Extinguishment of Right of Way at Smithstown.
J Dowling outlined the Councils policy on severed roads and explained that the full section of road is proposed for extinguishment.  Members agreed that the Council should write to the residents clarifying that the application for extinguishment would cover the full right of way in accordance with Council Policy, and that the Council will only proceed if there is full agreement for this to happen amongst the residents.
5. Expanded Area Committees

T Gunning explained how the Expanded Area Committees will operate and said that they are due to commence at the next Area Meeting, on May 11th.  Members agreed to have the EAC at 10.30, and commence the Area Meeting at 11.30.

6. Any Other Business
In relation to the footpath at Friarshill, J Dowling said the resident in question has not yet contacted him following his letter of January last.

In relation to the concrete pipe at the entrance to the Car Park at the Quay, Thomastown, members said that the public didn’t want this pipe removed.

Members agreed to deal with the issue of public lights at Coppenagh when allocating lights under the next Public Lights scheme.

Cllr O’Brien requested that the Health & Safety Authority carry out a survey regarding ESB poles erected at Friarshill, Thomastown.

Cllr O’Brien requested that a Yield sign be erected on the Oldtown Road leading to the Goatsbridge junction on the N9 at Jerpoint.  He also requested that J Dowling investigate trees which were blocking visibility on a bend at Mount Juliet.
Cllr Brennan said there were ponds of water at both sides of the road at Paddy’s Pub.

Cllr Doyle requested that a solution be found to the headstones being discoloured by trees in Coppenagh Cemetery.

Cllr O’Neill said there was dumping taking place at Kiltorcan (at the wood on Chapel Hill).

This concluded the business of the meeting.
