Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 – Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services & Other Policy Issues held in County Hall on Thursday, 24th February 2005. 

Chair:


Cllr. Pat Dunphy 
Present:
Cllr. Bobby Aylward; Cllr. Pat O’Neill; Cllr. Maurice Shortall.  

                                   Mr. Eamonn Walsh.
Apologies:

Cllr. Cora Long; Mr. John Bambrick, Mr. Phil Funchion.
In Attendance:       
T. Gunning, Director of Services; Wm. Mernagh, Senior          
Engineer; Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer and Martin Butler, Administrative Officer.

1.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of previous meeting of SPC2 held on 25th November, 2004 

Proposed by Cllr. Pat O’Neill, 

Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall

And Agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING
Bennettsbridge Water Supply – It is expected that consultants will be appointed next month.

Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme – It is hoped to have contract documents prepared by mid Summer.

Sewerage Bundle/Water Supply Bundle – Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that the brief in respect of both has not yet been approved by the Department.

Belview Port – Work is progressing and it is expected to go to contract in the third quarter of this year.

3.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEMES 
In reply to the County Council’s request to increase the limit of the Restoration Programme for Community Involvement Schemes from its current limit of 7.5% to 10%, the meeting was informed that the Department had informed the Council by letter dated 14th February 2005 that the Department has no proposals to amend the existing 7.5% limit.  
4.
RECRUITMENT EMBARGO IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE
 It was noted that an acknowledgement was received from the DOEH&LG in response to the Council’s letter dated 5th January requesting the lifting of the embargo on the recruitment of additional staff in the public service.
5.
5 YEAR ROADS PROGRAMME PLAN
Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that as a result of the preliminary report on the Pavement Condition Study carried out by the DOEH&LG an additional €9million has been allocated to the Restoration Programme and €5million of this will be allocated to 7 counties whose roads have been identified in the new study as most in need of strengthening.  The balance of €4million is being divided among 7 further councils whose roads are identified as next in need of strengthening.  He added that Kilkenny County Council is not included in the 14 counties who will benefit from the additional €9million.

6.
UPDATE ON NATIONAL ROADS      
· N8 Cullahill to Cashel - Compulsory Purchase Order confirmed by An Bord Pleanála.  It is hoped that construction work will commence in April 2006.

· N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen -  C.P.O. published this week.  It is expected that an oral hearing will follow in the Summer and in that event a decision would be expected by October of this year.
· N25 (Waterford By-Pass) - A decision is awaited on the status of the heritage site.  
· N24 (Mooncoin By-Pass) – An allocation of €100,000 is being provided by the N.R.A. in order to finalise planning of this scheme.
· N77 (Kilkenny Ring Road Extension) – An allocation of €12 million this year and it is expected that the contract will commence on 4th April 2005.
· Piltown/Fiddown By-Pass – €1 million allocated this year in respect of Piltown/Fiddown 2 +1 Retro Fit.

· N10 New Roundabout at Junction of Kilkenny Ring Road and Bohernatounish Road – Design work is ongoing in respect of this scheme.

7.       R700 
Following a discussion on the status of the R700 and the recent revised speed limits and improvement works carried out on this road it was
      Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Neill

Seconded by Cllr. Bobby Aylward
and Agreed
that application be made to the DOEH&LG to have this road upgraded from a Regional Road to a National Secondary Road because of the strategic nature of the road.
8.
CORPORATE PLAN
The committee welcomed the Corporate Plan recently approved by the County Council and circulated with the Agenda to the members of the SPC2.  The Committee noted the objectives of the Corporate Plan.  It was agreed to place this item on the agenda for the next meeting following consideration of these objectives in the meantime.  
In addition it was agreed that the transportation needs of the County require further consideration such as public transport, car, rail, bus along with examining the feasibility of a park and ride system. 
It was agreed that the Committee should write to Ring a Link and request their plans for future passenger transport.

9.
GROUP SEWERAGE SCHEMES
Following a discussion on the level of grants available for group sewerage schemes it was agreed that the Minister for the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government should be requested to increase the level of the grant. It was noted that the current grant is €6,475 per house for Group Water Schemes and €2,031.58 per house in respect of Group Sewerage Schemes.

10.
SOUTH EAST ON TRACK
Following an invitation to the SPC 2 Committee for a representative on the committee of South East on Track it was
 Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, 
Seconded by Cllr. M. Shortall 
and Agreed
 that Cllr. P. Dunphy be nominated. 
 It was further agreed that the nomination of a substitute for Cllr. P. Dunphy in the event of his absence be considered at the next Council meeting.
11.
BUS SHELTERS
Mr. T. Gunning said he would investigate the provision of designated bus stops within the County. 

12.
SPEED LIMIT REVIEW
Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that guidelines are expected shortly from the DOEH&LG. and the Council will have to have regard to these guidelines before proposing new speed limits for the County.  In addition he added that there will be greater public consultation required in the process.
13.      Road Transport Act,1999.
Correspondence was noted from the Road Haulage Licensing Division in the Department of Transport relating to the commencement of Section 11 of the Road Transport Act,1999. This states that “ the holder of a road freight carrier’s licence or a road passenger transport operator’s licence shall, as a condition of the licence, ensure that adequate parking spaces and operating premises are provided in the State for the vehicles being operated or intended to be operated under the licence”. It is the intention to commence Section 11 of the Act in the next couple of months with the co-operation of Local Authorities.  

NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 26th May, 2005 at 4.00p.m. in County Hall.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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