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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on Wednesday 28th September, 2005 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery

In attendance:
Cllrs. Catherine Phelan Holden, Maurice Shortall, 




Malcolm Noonan & Matt Doran. 




Sean Fitzpatrick, Michael Rice
Also present:

Carol McCarthy – Senior Executive Engineer, Martin Mullally - Senior 




Executive Officer; Audrey Mongan – Environmental Education/Awarenes




Officer, Lynda Madden – Senior Staff Officer & Joan Rochford, Assistant 



Staff Officer. 

Apologies:

Ciaran Cormican, Chief Fire Officer. 

At the outset the chairperson, Cllr. Catherine Connery welcomed all present to the meeting. 
A vote of sympathy was extended to Mr. Philip O’Neill, Director of Services on the sudden death of his 
uncle, Chris O’Neill, Waterford City. 

Presentation on Renewable Energy 

Mr. Colm Byrne, Glas Renewable Energy Solutions gave a presentation on Renewable Energy.  The main headings of his presentation are as follows:-

· Solar Energy in Ireland

· European Comparisons

· Solar Installations

· Methods of Harnessing Solar Energy

· Passive Solar Design

· Solar Photo Voltaic (PV) 

· Solar Thermal

· Evacuated Tube Collectors

· Thermomax – Bangor Factory Northern Ireland – Leading Manufacturer of Premium quality equipment for efficient and economical conversion of solar radiation into thermal energy. 

Cllr. Connery thanked Colm Byrne for his presentation.  A copy of the full powerpoint presentation to be forwarded to all SPC 3 Members. 

Contributions from Cllrs. C. Connery, C. Phelan Holden, M. Noonan M. Shortall, also Sean Fitzpatrick. 

It was suggested that the Members of Housing SPC Committee No. 4 should be informed of this presentation and asked if they would consider organising a presentation for their next meeting. 

Presentation on NPS – National Power Supply 
Mr. Roy Power, Natural Power Supply gave a presentation on natural power supply. 
The main headings of his presentation are as follows:- 

· Biomass Sources

· Conversion of Willow to Energy – Rates – 1 tonne of Wood Chip = .32 tonne of Oil = .43 1000m3 Natural Gas

· Willow Production Cycle 

· Examples of Heaters & Boilers 

· Kyoto Protocol

· Full cost comparison 100 kW plant: chips 90 €/t, pellets 150€/t, oil0.49 €/1

· Drivers to Development of Wood as a Fuel 

· What is Bio Filtration?

· Why Willows?

Cllr. C. Connery thanked Roy Power for his presentation. 

Contributions from Michael Rice and Cllrs. M. Doran, M. Noonan, M. Shortall & C. Connery. 

Presentation booklet on NPS was handed out to all present. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and agreed:-

“To arrange a meeting for all SPC 3 Environmental Policy Members to visit the NPS Plant in Ballymountain, Waterford. 

Item 1.
Minutes of SPC 3 Meeting held on 18th May, 2005. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran, seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan and agreed:-

 “That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environment Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on 18th May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Matters Arising:

Fire Station, Freshford. 
It was agreed to find out purchase status to date on Freshford Fire Station and inform members accordingly. It was requested that Ciaran Cormican be in attendance at the next meeting.

Item 2. Regional Waste Management Plan Review – update 

Carol McCarthy, Senior Executive Engineer stated that the draft for the Joint Waste Management Plan 

Review was now completed.  

The launch of the revised South East Regional Waste Management Plan takes place in Clonmel on Tuesday, 4th October.

Invitations are being extended to all members through the lead authority, South Tipperary County Council.

A brief over view of the revised Plan will be presented to the SPC members at the next meeting.
Cllr M. Noonan requested time at the next meeting to update the committee on Kilkenny City’s Fairtrade status.

Item 3. South East River Basin Project  – update 

Carol McCarthy, Senior Executive Engineer outlined the following:

The Water Framework Directive was introduced in 2000. It puts in place a system to ensure that we manage our activities properly so that our waters in general are clean and can support healthy aquatic life. The target is to achieve at least good status in all our waters by 2015.

All of the EU delivery deadlines to date have been met by Ireland.

According to the EPA, the SE Region has the 3rd worst river water quality out of the 8 river basins, and water quality is still deteriorating.

Monitoring programmes are now being developed to assess the current status of our waters so that future improvements can be measured.

Advisory Councils are being set up to provide a structure for public participation. 

Further information is available on

www.serbd.com
www.wfdireland.ie    (DOEHLG website)

Item 4. Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) – update 

Regulations are now in force.  Kilkenny County Council has one facility to store WEEE products.  All retailers who have registered with us under new regulations can deliver their WEEE products to Dunmore Civic Amenity Site.  They must give notice and there are restrictions on the amount of products they can bring out at any one time.  This is necessary in order to ensure there is adequate storage available at the site. 

The Council is in discussions with WEEE Ireland to provide a bring service to the customer in rural areas of the County.  

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, seconded by Cllr. Connery and agreed:-

“That W.E.E.E. Ireland would provide a mobile collection service to facilitate people in rural areas (similar to the Chemcar service)”. 
Item 5. Temporary Signage Policy. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and agreed:-

“To defer this item to next SPC3 meeting”. 

Item 6. Any Other Business. 

Woodstock Gardens, Inistioge. 

It was agreed to invite Ms. Claire Murphy, Landscape Architect to attend next meeting of SPC 3 to discuss Phase 3 of the restoration works for Woodstock Gardens. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

_______________________ 

______________________ 

Chairman




Date 

