Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting.

Venue:  Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

Date: Tuesday 11th January 11.00am.
Chair: Cllr P O’Neill

Present: Cllrs T Brennan, R Doyle, Michael O’Brien, Ann Phelan.

In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services; J Dowling, Area Engineer; I Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer; D Malone, Senior Executive Planner; D Morrisey, Graduate Planner; C Brett, Staff Officer.
1.  Goresbridge Draft Local Area Plan (Power Point Presentation)

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner and Ms Deirdre Morrissey, Graduate Planner delivered a power point presentation of the Goresbridge Draft Local Area Plan.

2.  Minutes of previous meeting held 9th November 2004.

Minutes were proposed by Cllr D Doyle and seconded by Cllr T Brennan.

3.Thomastown Traffic Management Plan

I Gardner sought the members views regarding the proposed Thomastown Traffic Management Plan, particularly in relation to the proposed one way systems for Market Street, Pipe Street, Low Street and Logan Street.  He said that analysis is currently taking place on right turning movements by articulated lorries.

A discussion of the proposed plan took place, with members asking how the proposed one way routes would operate and how the Grennan College roundabout would work.
Cllr O’Brien suggested a mini roundabout at the junction of Logan Street and Low Street,  and also suggested considering width rather than height restrictions.

I Gardner said he would present a final Draft Plan at the March Electoral Area Meeting, and the proposed plan would then be put on Public Display.
4.  Discussion on proposed Extinguishment of Right of Way at Smithstown Upper.

A brief discussion took place on this matter, with members agreeing that they could not proceed at the present time in light of objections received to the proposed extinguishment.  Cllr O’Neill requested that a report be prepared on the matter for the March Electoral Area Meeting.
Any Other Business

· Turnoff at Dunbell – T Gunning said this will be done when resurfacing works are carried out here.
· Provision of footpath at Mall, Friarshill – Secure property either by agreement or by CPO to provide a footpath behind existing wall at Hoynes, Friarshill on the N9.
· Removal of concrete pipe at entrance to car park at the Quay, Thomastown – Cllr Doyle requested the removal of this pipe which restricts access to large vehicles to the car park.  Members deferred a decision on this to the next Area meeting.

· Cllr Doyle requested Public Lighting for Coppenagh – members agreed that they would get the views of all residents of Coppenagh on provision of 2 public lights, and discuss again at the next Area meeting.

· Cllr O’Neill enquired about the erection of new speed limit signs, T Gunning replied that these works are currently being carried out.

· Cllr Phelan asked about Cemetary car park in Graiguenamanagh – J Dowling said a survey would have to be carried out first, and then a design would be drawn up.  Cllr O’Neill said it would be discussed again at the Area Meeting in May.
· ESB poles N9 at Friarshill – Cllr O’Brien requested that J Dowling contact the ESB regarding moving poles erected at Friarshill to other side of road for safety reasons.
· Safety improvements at Kiltown Cross, at Rossnanoll junction – In reply to Cllr P O’Neill, J Dowling said this is included as a proposal in the Special Works Programme 2005, subject to the agreement of the house owner.  Members agreed to discuss this again at the Area meeting in March.
· Ballingoth Lane – In reply to Cllr O’Neills query, it was agreed a decision regarding subvention would be made when Development Contributions proposals are being discussed.

· Brandondale R705 – Cllr Phelan requested continuation of footpath and public lighting out to end of speed limit.  I Gardner said this was not included in the Graignamanagh Bypass contract but could be included for consideration as a Special Works Programme when the Bypass is completed.
· Area Meetings 2005 – It was agreed to change the dates of the remainder of the area meetings for 2005 to every second Wednesday (previously Tuesday) of every second month.

Cllr O’Neill thanked J Dowling for all his work for the Thomastown area, and extended best wishes to him in his new appointment.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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