Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
9th September, 2005 

Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling
Present:
Cllrs. B. Aylward, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach and C. Long.
In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, Director of Services, F. Stafford, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Roads Programme 2006-2008
F. Stafford outlined details of the proposed 2006-2008 Multi-Annual Road Works Restoration Programme.  He stated that this proposal is a prioritised list of restoration improvement works for the period 2006-2008, the annual allocation is based on 100% of the Councils 2005 Restoration Improvement Grant Allocation.  The D.O.E. have stated that the total amount of funds available to the Department for Restoration Improvement works in 2006 will determine the cut-off point on each Council’s priority list.

F. Stafford then outlined details of the proposed 2006-2008 Multi-Annual Road Works Restoration Maintenance Priority List, a copy of which was circulated to the members.  He stated that the Council had received no indication of funding, if any, for the Restoration Maintenance Programme 2006-2008 and that this proposal is a prioritised list in the event that funding becomes available for restoration maintenance improvement works for the period 2006-2008, the annual allocation is based on 100% of the Councils 2005 Restoration Improvement Grant Allocation.  
The proposed Programme was proposed by Cllr. Long, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and unanimously agreed.
Items from previous Meeting – 22nd July, 2005

A report from Denis Malone, Senior Executive Planner, regarding open space at Hillcrest housing estate, Piltown, was circulated to the members.  An issue had arisen at Hillcrest, Piltown, where the residents were asking that a wall or railing be erected to separate the Hillcrest estate from the new development there in order to preserve the green area and to prevent people from using this green area as a shortcut.

Following a discussion on the matter, it was agreed that a meeting would be arranged on site between planning officials and the residents of Hillcrest estate.

A letter was sent to the Chief Superintendent at Waterford Garda Station requesting that he attend the next meeting of the Piltown Electoral Area to discuss road safety issues in South Kilkenny.
F. Stafford informed the members that Garda David Burke of the Waterford Garda Station had indicated that he would be available to attend at the next meeting.  However, he pointed out that some of the areas of concern might be outside his jurisdiction and advised that it may be necessary for a representative from the Carrick-on-Suir Garda Station to attend also.  It was suggested that members of the Gardai with control over the Piltown/Fiddown and Mullinavat areas should also be requested to attend.  This in turn would take in the Thomastown and Carrick-on-Suir Garda jurisdictions.  In conclusion, it was agreed that a further letter would be sent to the Superintendent outlining the villages/ areas of concern in order to let him decide the level of representation.
Following a request by Cllr. Phelan-Holden at the last meeting, a report from Billy Mernagh, Senior Engineer, regarding solar powered public lighting was circulated.

P. O’Neill pointed out that this technology was still in the experimental stage, but as it progressed the matter could be reviewed in the future.
Items Requested by Members
Cllr. Dunphy had requested that a footpath be provided at Christendom, Ferrybank, from beyond the funeral home where the footpath ends to the new footpath at the new houses.
F. Stafford stated that the developer of the Tuarna Blatha/Ard Glas housing estate along the Abbey Road was required under his planning conditions to provide a 2 metre wide footpath alongside the public road from the estate entrance to the western extremity of the site.  He said that the matter was now in the hands of the Enforcement Section of the Planning Authority.
Cllr. Dunphy also requested that a new footpath be provided at Main Street, Piltown.  It was agreed that this could be considered under future development contribution funding.
Cllr. Dunphy asked that consideration again be given to providing one off public lights at certain locations.  P. O’Neill agreed that a report would be available for the next meeting in this regard.

Cllr. Long asked that the public light at Turkstown cross be replaced.  She said there was always a light at this location and that the pole was still there but no light.

F. Stafford agreed to check this and report back at the next meeting.

Minutes of previous meeting held 22nd July, 2005

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and agreed.

Taking in Charge of Roundabout at Belmont

F. Stafford stated that the new Abbeylands roundabout is located on the N25 close to Belmont Hospital.  It was constructed under planning permission 01/1528.  The roundabout was financed by Fosbern Manufacturing Ltd and the Brothers of Charity, designed and supervised by MHL & Associates Ltd and built by John Craddock Ltd.  The purpose of this roundabout is to cater for new developments to the north and south of same.  Kilkenny County Council were satisfied with the construction of the roundabout and took over the maintenance of same in June 2005.  He said that a land dedication form had been submitted to Kilkenny County Council and we are now in a position to formally take in charge the said roundabout and following approval at this meeting it will be put forward at the full Council Meeting on the 19th September, 2005.
It was proposed by Cllr. Aylward and seconded by Cllr. Long and unanimously agreed that this roundabout now be formally taken in charge.
Cllr. Aylward asked about a link from this roundabout to Abbey Road.

P. O’Neill agreed that details would be sought from the Road Design office before the next meeting.

Agree Date for next Expanded Area Committee Meeting
It was agreed that the next Expanded Area Committee Meeting would take place on Friday, 4th November at 1.30pm.

Any Other Business

Cllr. Aylward stated that he had been approached by a number of individuals regarding zoning at Raheen Business Park, New Ross, where there appeared to be a demand for retail space.
P. O’Neill said that the individuals concerned should make a formal submission to the Council, which would be looked at by planning officials and would then go through the proper channels.

Presentation by NABCO
Cllr. D. Dowling informed the meeting that a representative from NABCO – National Association of Building Co-operatives – would make a presentation to the members.  He then introduced Mr. Niall O’Keeffe, Regional Manager, to the meeting.

Mr. O’Keeffe addressed the meeting and made a short presentation to the members, giving details on the background to the company and outlining the services they provided.  He stated that they promote and organise housing co-operatives as a means to relieve housing needs – they work in partnership with Local Authorities to provide co-operative social rented houses to help relieve housing waiting lists.

Following his presentation, the members were given the opportunity to put a number of questions to him, which he dealt with.

Cllr. Dowling thanked Mr. O’Keeffe for his presentation and he then withdrew from the meeting.

The meeting then concluded.

Chairman:_________________________

Date:_________________________
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