Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
22nd July, 2005 

Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling
Present:
Cllrs. B. Aylward, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach and C. Long.
In Attendance:
M. Mullally, A/Director of Services, T. Walsh, Director of Services, B. Hynes, CEDO, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, F. Stafford, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Draft Recreation Funds Scheme
T. Walsh, Director of Services, briefly outlined this new scheme to the members, a copy of which had been circulated to the members prior to the meeting.
The position was noted.
Election of Chairperson

Cllr. Dick Dowling was re-elected Chairperson of the Pitlown Electoral Area Committee for the coming year.  It was also agreed that Cllr. Dowling would remain Chairperson of Committee for the duration of the current Council.

Minutes of previous meeting held 13th May, 2005

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and agreed.

Local Improvement Schemes
F. Stafford informed the members that and allocation of €192,600 had been received for 2005, which was an increase of 34% over 2004.  He stated that 4 schemes had been offered and accepted in the Newrath Area and listed these for the members.  He said that it was likely that work would commence on the Schemes in the third week of August.

Community Involvement Schemes

F. Stafford informed the members that the allocation from the Department was €98,401 and together with the local contribution, the total allocation was just over €131,000.
He stated that 5 schemes had been offered, all of which had been accepted and that all contributions had been paid by the applicants concerned.  As with the Local Improvement Schemes, it was hoped to commence work in the third week of August.
DOE Surface Dressing Programme Alteration
F. Stafford informed the members that it was hoped to complete surface dressing works under the DOE Non-National Surface Dressing Programme next week.  However, he stated that work planned for road no. LS4776 at Gyles Quay, which was listed under the Programme could not be done this year due to the construction of the Waterford Main Drainage Scheme, as this road would be excavated over the next couple of weeks.  Instead he proposed that a road in a nearby location be undertaken in its place, which was the road at Drumdowney, known locally at Snowhill, road no. LS7483 and that the balance of the money allocated for Gyles Quay would be used to surface dress the carriageway along Phase 2 of the Old Luffany drainage scheme and that the Gyles Quay works would be listed in the next 3 year Programme 2006 to 2008.

This proposal was agreed by the members.

Update on DOE Road Reconstruction Programme
F. Stafford informed the members that works under the DOE Road Reconstruction Programme were complete.  He said that the next programme of works would have to be agreed at the next Area Meeting in September, before the full Council Meeting scheduled for 19th September, 2005 and advised the members that any additional representations should now be made for roads they wished to have included for consideration under the next DOE Roads Restoration and Maintenance Programme 2006 to 2008.
Public Lighting

Cllr. Dowling said that even though the Public Lighting Programme for 2004 to 2007 had already been agreed, he hoped that it would be possible to provide additional lights over the next few years.

Cllr. Dunphy again said that one-off lighting at locations such as churches and public car parks should be considered.

Cllr. Phelan-Holden asked if it was possible to look into other options, such as solar powered units or other alternatives.

Following further discussion, it was agreed that M. Mullally would make enquiries about other options before the next area meeting. 

Items Requested by Members
Cllr. Breathnach asked if consideration could be given to inviting a member of an Garda Siochana to an Area Meeting to discuss concerns in relation to the issue of speeding.  

It was agreed that a written request would be made to an Garda Siochana in this regard, before the next meeting.

Cllr. Dowling raised the proposal of Waterford City Council to extend the city boundary, which had been published in the local papers this week.
M. Mullally outlined to the members the statutory process involved in this procedure.

Contributions were made by all the members on this matter and all were in agreement that the proposal should be strongly rejected by Kilkenny County Council.

It was agreed that a meeting would be held the following Friday to discuss the matter further and to discuss more fully the procedures involved in this process.
Presentation by 3 Ireland
Cllr. D. Dowling informed the meeting that representatives from the company, 3 Ireland, who are a telecommunications company, wished to make a presentation to the members regarding the erection of mobile telecommunications masts and the concerns associated with such masts.  The representatives were Mr. John Gallagher, Mr. Declan Drummond and Mr. Philip Robinson.
Mr. Philip Robinson addressed the meeting and made a short presentation to the members, giving details on the background to their company and outlining the services they provided.  He stated that health and safety was the prime issue for them and this type of technology, but he said that research was on-going on this matter and no evidence had been found to suggest that telecommunications masts had any adverse effects on health. 

Following the presentation, the members raised a number of questions, mainly with regard to the health and safety issue, to which Mr. Declan Drummond responded.

Mr. John Gallagher thanked the members for allowing them to attend and to make their presentation and invited the members to contact them for any further information they required.  They then withdrew from the meeting.

Mooncoin Local Area Plan – further briefing

D. Malone gave an update to the members regarding the Local Area Plan for Mooncoin.

The position was noted.

The meeting then concluded.

Chairman:_________________________

Date:_________________________ 
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