Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
8th March, 2005 

Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Present:
Cllrs. D. Dowling, B. Aylward, C. Phelan-Holden, C. Long, T. Breathneach and P. Dunphy.

In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, B. Mernagh, F. Stafford, O. Bannon.

Road Works Scheme 2005
Cllr Dowling invited Mr. B. Mernagh to outline the 2005 Road Works Scheme.
B. Mernagh gave the members an overview of the Scheme, stating that a total expenditure of just over €41.2m is provided for in this years programme, being an increase of 60.3% on the 2004 Road Works Scheme.
He stated that there was a reduction this year on EL and PL costs of €220,400 and this saving would mean extra funding was available for works on Regional and Local roads.

He said that progress on the N9 would take priority this year and substantial funding was being provided by the NRA for this purpose and this was good news for the area.
Cllr. Dowling asked what the current position was regarding the New Ross By-pass.

Cllr. Dunphy asked if the route had been selected.

B. Mernagh stated that the route selection had been made for the New Ross By-pass and undertook to get details of the current position for the members and would circulate same in due course.

F. Stafford then outlined in detail the 2005 Scheme particular to the Piltown Electoral Area for the members and responded to several questions asked by the members relating to same.
Projects for the Newrath Area under the following heading were outlined in detail to the members:-
· NP Major Planning & Design

· NP Major Construction

· NP Pavement & Minor Improvements

· NP Group Allocations

· NP Bridge Maintenance

· Regional Road Group Allocations

· Regional Road Special Works

· Regional Road Surface Dressing Maintenance

· Local Road Group Allocations

· Local Road Special Works

· Local Road Surface Dressing Maintenance

· Local Road Discretionary Improvement

· Local Road Bridge Discretionary Improvement

· DOE Non-National Roadworks Programme – Restoration Improvement & Maintenance
· Low Cost Safety Improvements – Non-National Roads

· Health, Safety & Welfare Allocation
· Directional Sign – Upgrade Allocation

B. Mernagh informed the members that details of the new 2+1 Road and the banning of right turns on the By-pass would soon be advertised and put on public display.
Cllr. Breathnach said that at the time it was first introduced this 2+1 system was to be a pilot scheme and now he understood that this was NRA policy, he asked for clarification in this regard.  He also said he thought it was agreed that before anything would be finalized, that details of the 2+1 system would come back to the members prior to the public consultation stage.

B. Mernagh stated that the original drawing and detail of the 2+1 Road System for the By-pass shown to the members had not changed, but that it still had not been finalized.  He said that the first of this kind of system in Ireland would be opened on the Cork/Mallow Road in April 2005.  The second would hopefully be the Piltown/Fiddown By-pass.  These were pilot schemes, but the NRA hoped that they would be successful, becoming policy and the way forward for single carriageways in Ireland.  It should be far safer than the current situation.
It was agreed that the members would be briefed on the new system before public consultation stage.

It was then proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and agreed that the 2005 Road Works Programme be adopted.

Development Contribution Scheme 2005

F. Stafford stated that all works proposed in 2004 were completed and that a good response had been received from the public regarding same.  He said that the 2005 Programme was very ambitious, with a 67.5% increase on last year’s allocation bringing the 2005 allocation to €268,000.

F. Stafford went on to outline details of proposed works contained in the 2005 Development Contribution Scheme, answering any questions raised by the members.

Cllr. Dunphy asked if traffic calming was planned at the school in Mooncoin opposite Mooncoin Heights.

B. Mernagh said that no allocation had been received from the NRA for this but that he was optimistic that funding would be made available for 2006.
F. Stafford informed the members that the lights on the Carrick-on-Suir side of Mooncoin would be operational within the next few days.

It was then proposed by Cllr. Long and seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and agreed that the 2005 Development Contribution Scheme be adopted.

Cllr. Dowling thanked B. Mernagh and F. Stafford for their presentation.  
He said that while people in general are unhappy paying development charges, considerable money is made available through the scheme for additional works in the area, which are very beneficial to everyone.

P. O’Neill said he wished to mention the Recreational element of the Development Contribution Scheme.  
He stated that a total local allocation of €127,000 had been provided for the Piltown Electoral Area.  This was additional to the allocation of €155,000, which will go towards the development of a new library at Mullinavat.
P. O’Neill also stated that discussions were taking place with the VEC at the moment regarding the development of sporting and recreational facilities for the County.  The VEC have a number of schools with sporting facilities attached.  The plan would be to improve their existing facilities in partnership with the County Council, so that these facilities would be available to the general public in the evening times also.
Cllr. Phelan-Holden asked if each area were getting the same allocation of €127,000.

P. O’Neill stated that the allocation was based on population and as the Piltown Area had the largest population it received the largest allocation under the scheme.

P. O’Neill also informed the members that it is anticipated that the proposed playground at Mooncoin would be complete and opened by the end of July this year.

Waterford Planning, Landuse and Transportation Study
P. O’Neill stated that this strategy had been jointly adopted by Kilkenny County Council, Waterford City and County Councils.  The study sets out the strategy for the future development of the greater Waterford City area.  The strategy recommends the setting up of a co-ordinating body with representatives from each of the three local authorities involved, in order to ensure that the objectives set out and agreed in the strategy would be implemented.
Cllr. Dowling said that the implementation of the strategy was to be welcomed and said that it was important that the growth and development of the area should be ordered and planned and that there would be harmony between the three authorities involved.

Cllr. Aylward felt it was important that when representatives for the co-ordinating body were being chosen from Kilkenny County Council, the Piltown Electoral Area should be well represented as this area would be most effected.

All members were in agreement with this.

P. O’Neill stated that no structure had been set up as yet, but that Management of Kilkenny County Council had contacted Waterford City Council asking them to initiate the setting up of a co-ordinating group for the implementation of the strategy.
He stated that the function of the group would be to jointly monitor implementation of the strategy and review progress.

It was agreed to forward a resolution to Waterford City Council asking them to set up this structure involving the three local authorities, namely Waterford City Council, Kilkenny County Council and Waterford County Council, as a matter of urgency.

The meeting then concluded.

Cathaoirleach:______________________
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