Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
14th January, 2005 

Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Present:
Cllrs. D. Dowling, B. Aylward, C. Phelan-Holden, C. Long, T. Breathneach and P. Dunphy.

In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, F. Stafford, O. Bannon.

Piltown Fiddown By-pass – 2 plus 1 Road System

Following a presentation by Billy Mernagh, Senior Engineer and Ian Gardner, S.E.E., the members unanimously agreed that this system should be designed for the Piltown Fiddown By-pass and that the Council go through the statutory consultation process.

Visit to Waterford Proteins Facility
Referring to the visit by the Members to the Waterford Proteins facility, which took place on 9th December, 2004, P. O’Neill outlined what took place at the meeting.  He stated that all Senior Management at the facility were present on the day and after the members had been shown around the plant, a question and answer session followed, which allowed the members to pose a number of questions to Management and raise the concerns of the residents in the Area.

He said that during the course of the meeting, a number of items were raised, but two aspects of the operations of the facility of particular concern were highlighted:-
1. Odours from the vehicles delivering fallen animals causing an environmental nuisance to residents
2. Vehicles only being allowed deliver during normal working hours

As these aspects were under the direct responsibility of the Department of Agriculture & Food, a letter was sent to them outlining the concerns of the members in this regard.

The Department issued a response stating that these odour issues had been passed to the Veterinary Inspectorate of the Department, who will investigate the complaint at local level and the Council would be informed of the outcome in due course.  In relation to the delivery period, they are examining the Council’s representations.
A discussion followed, with contributions from all the members.  It was agreed that there had been improvements made at the facility in recent times and not as many complaints were being received from the public in general.

It was also agreed that regular visits should be made to the facility and possibly to other facilities of a similar nature operating in the area.
Proposed Civic Amenity Site for South Kilkenny
Cllr. Aylward raised the issue of bottle banks not being emptied regularly enough, particularly over the Christmas period, resulting in dumping taking place at bring sites.

P. O’Neill stated that Rehab were responsible for emptying the bottle banks, but only had limited resources and so are under considerable pressure during the Christmas period.  He stated that upgrading of bottle banks in the County would take place this year, which would include improved signage and possibly CCTV cameras in certain locations.

He also stated that serious surveillance had already been undertaken at a number of bottle banks, which were worst effected by illegal dumping.  A team of 4 personnel were operating day and night surveillance and as a result of their surveillance work, a number of fines had been issued and legal action would be taken if necessary.
Cllr. Long asked if the yard in Newrath could be closed at the weekends to stop the recycling facility here being abused.

Cllr. Dowling asked if signage could be put on the recycling skips at the Newrath Area Office, as a number of residents in the area had mentioned to him that it wasn’t clear what materials should be placed in each skip.

F. Stafford indicated that he had already been in touch with the Environment Section in this regard and indicated that these skips were all emptied 3 times per week, but the demand for the facility was incredible.  He stated that CCTV cameras were now in place at Newrath to monitor the situation and cut out illegal dumping.
P. O’Neill said that these cameras should weed out the abusers at the facility and enable legal action to be taken where necessary.

Further discussion took place regarding bottle banks and illegal dumping, with contributions from all the members.

P. O’Neill stated that it was the Council’s priority this year to identify and develop a suitable site for a new Civic Amentity Centre for South Kilkenny.  He said that it would be a state of the art facility and would be developed to the same high standards as the Civic Amenity Site at Dunmore.  He indicated that a number of sites were being examined at present, but the eventual site would need to be two acres with a reasonable road network.
2005 Development Contribution Scheme/Local Area Budget/Roads & Recreational – open spaces infrastructure
P. O’Neill stated that the intention was to put the Road Works Scheme before the members at their March meeting.  When this was agreed, additional works could then be agreed under the development contribution scheme.
Cllr. Dunphy asked that consideration be given again to provision of funds for public lighting at areas such as church car parks.

Cllr. Aylward asked again about the possibility of making arrangements with local communities for turning off lights when not required, i.e. at church car parks, community centres etc.

It was agreed to wait until after the March meeting to discuss this item further.

Items Requested by Members
Cllr. Aylward asked if the surface water drainage problems in the Dowling and Lochaun areas in Piltown could be considered in 2005 under the Special Works programme.  

F. Stafford indicated that, subject to approval, this could be considered.

Cllr. Dunphy raised the issue of O’Gorman’s derelict site at Tinnesleigh near Fiddown and stated that this was a blind junction at which accidents could occur if something wasn’t done with it.

F. Stafford outlined the status on this particular site, stating that the Council had already served notice under Section 8(2) of the Derelict Sites Act, but no further progress was made to-date.  He stated that a decision would be made shortly as to whether to proceed with the derelict site action or to look at the possibility of purchase.  The said structure was currently being re-valued and a decision would follow based on same.  It was also pointed out to the members that an accident analysis on the junction showed no injury accidents looking at a ten year period.
Cllr. Dunphy mentioned the issue regarding the survey of the Pil River by the OPW and expressed disappointment that progress was slow in this regard.
P. O’Neill pointed out that in the letter received from the OPW, they acknowledged that all information requested by them and received from the Council was of a very high standard.  They also stated in the letter that due to the October flooding, resources had been reallocated, resulting in a delay on the pre-feasibility flooding study for Piltown, but it is now anticipated that the study would be completed by the end of April 2005.

The members agreed that a further resolution should be sent to Tom Parlon, Minister of State, expressing disappointment that the pre-feasibility programme had been set back and urge that it be taken immediately.
Cllr. Dunphy raised the issue of the refusal of An Bord Pleannala to uphold the planning permission granted by Kilkenny County Council for a shopping centre at Ferrybank and stated that he was very disappointed with this situation.

P. O’Neill indicated that he had received An Bord Pleannala’s direction on the decision, stating that while they agreed a need existed for a mixed use district centre at this location, they felt that the scale of the development was excessive and was not appropriate to the area.

A discussion followed, with contributions from all the members expressing their views and disappointment at the decision made by An Bord Pleannala.  It was felt that the population in the Ferrybank area was fast growing and the needs of the people in the area were not being met.

Cllr. Long expressed her sorrow at the closure of Shamrock Aluminium, saying that it was a blow to the local community, especially so as it followed the recent closure of Lawters International Ltd in the same area.  She requested that a resolution be sent to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment to promote the area and find a replacement industry as soon as possible.  This was agreed by the members.

Cllr. Aylward also suggested that the IDA be written to in this regard

P. O’Neill informed the members that it had been agreed that the first of the Expanded Area Committee meetings would take place in March.  He stated that two representatives from the Voluntary/Community Sector would attend a meeting with the Piltown Area members to put forward issues concerning the local community.  Two such meetings would take place each year, but no day to day issued would be discussed.  
It was agreed that the first Expanded Area Committee meeting would take place on 11th March, 2005 at 2.30p.m., prior to the Area Meeting.

The meeting then concluded.

Chairman:

_________________________

Date:


_________________________ 
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