Minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting

Held in Council Chambers, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday 7th March 2005 at 9.30am
Chair:


Cllr M H Cavanagh

Present:

Cllr C Connery, J Brennan, P Millea & M Shortall

In Attendance:
J McCormack, Director of Services, B Mernagh, Snr Engineer, Roads Department,  D Malone, Snr Exec Planner, D Morrissey, Graduate Planner, M Murphy, Area Engineer, N Byrne, Staff Officer.

1
Expanded Electoral Area Committee

The introductory session scheduled did not proceed but has been re-scheduled for the June Electoral Area meeting.

2
Reception of deputation from Ballinaslee Action Group
The deputation was represented by Frank and Ann Jordan who outlined the many concerns and frustration of residents in the Ballinaslee Area in relation to the unsafe condition of an approximate mile stretch of roadway between the Laois County Bounds and Farrell’s dwelling house  on the N77 at Ballinaslee, Co Kilkenny.  A petition signed by some 800 people in respect of the necessary road re-alignment was presented to the chair, a letter was circulated to the meeting from Glanbia  setting out details of the volume of Glanbia lorries traveling this stretch of roadway, details of TDs contacted were outlined together with details of a Freedom of Information request submitted to Kilkenny County Council. M Murphy outlined the up to date situation as per our Roads Design Section. It was agreed by the members that a meeting would be arranged with the Minister for Transport to discuss this issue.  A traffic count is to be completed in respect of this stretch of roadway.

3
Reception of deputation from D.I.S.C.

The deputation was represented by Deanne Egan, Brigid Murphy and John Brennan.

John Brennan outlined both the history and the aims of the organization.  The deputation presented their issues to the meeting which mainly involved the provision of ramps onto pavements, the positioning of bollards and the requirement for disabled parking in Castlecomer. M Murphy outlined details as submitted by the Road Design Section of ongoing works to accommodate disabled requirements during Traffic Calming in Castlecomer.  M Murphy also outlined details of restrictions on what can be achieved whilst working in a historic town like Castlecomer.

4
Minutes of previous meeting held on 15th November 2004

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Catherine Connery, seconded by Cllr Pat Millea and passed.

5
Road Works Scheme 2005

B Mernagh presented details of the Road Works Scheme 2005 to the members.   He advised of an additional €580,000 funding available for local and regional roads as a result of issues including a reduction in insurance costs together with no benchmarking costs in 2005.  Various issues including the current position in relation to the N8, the N77 and the re-alignment of the Three Castles Junction were discussed.  Members expressed concern in relation to the current waiting period under the Community Involvement in Road Works Scheme.  It was agreed that a request would again be submitted to the Minister for the Environment for additional funding to tackle this issue.  The Road Works Scheme was proposed by Cllr Catherine Connery, seconded by Cllr Pat Millea and passed.

Details of Planning Contribution Expenditure for 2005 was circulated to the members and discussed.  The Planning Contribution Expenditure for 2005  was proposed by Cllr Catherine Connery, seconded by Cllr Pat Millea and passed.

6
Update on Public Lighting Programme
M Murphy outlined details of progress to date on the public lighting programme.

7
Proposals for Old Railway Site, Ballyragget and Johnstown Vocational School

Old Railway Site, Ballyragget

J McCormack advised of a recent meeting which had taken place with the landowner involved regarding the acquisition of additional lands to accommodate the proposed  development of the site and ongoing positive negotiations.

Johnstown Vocational School

Cllr M H Cavanagh outlined details of the proposed development of an all weather sports facility at Johnstown Vocational School at an estimated  cost in the region of €500,000.  It is proposed that the facility will be self financing and open to the public at weekends and after school hours.

8
Draft Freshford Local Area Plan presentation

Denis Malone presented the Draft Plan to the members.  The draft plan is due to go on public display in approximately 2 weeks for a period of 6 weeks.  

9
Notice of Motion

Cllr C Connery
"That Kilkenny County Council prepare Local Area Plans for Rural Parishes e.g. 
Conahy, Ballyouskill, Ballyfoyle / Muckalee, Lisdowney, Gathabawn in order to 
facilitate the ordered development of those rural areas"
When Local Area Plans have been prepared for all towns, plans will then be prepared in respect of villages.

10.
Items requested by the members to be included on the agenda

Any clarification required in relation to items submitted was dealt with.

11
Any Other Business

The issue of additional works at Loughinny was discussed and M Murphy agreed that additional works would be completed at this location.

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
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