Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 12th September, 2005 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan

Present:
Cllrs.  M. Lanigan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Noonan, M. Brett & 

P. Cuddihy.




Apologies received from Cllr. J. Cody for his inability to attend.
In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

At the outset the Chairman and members expressed their prayers and good wishes to fellow Councillor Joe Cody and wished him a speed recovery.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 11th July, 2005
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Site at Circular Road

T. Walsh confirmed that the site is in ownership of Kilkenny County Council and will be offered for sale in the near future.  With regard to the clean up of the area at the Breagagh, the members agreed to raise the matter with the Borough Council.
b. Accommodation for Loughboy Area Resource Centre

T. Walsh informed the members that he was recently in contact with members from L.A.R.C. and further discussed possibilities for the location of their resource centre.  Cllr. M. Brett stated that Scout Group representatives have indicated their willingness to meet T. Walsh, Director of Services, to discuss the matter.  Cllr. Brett agreed to arrange meeting.
c.   Outrath Road
Much discussion took place regarding the possibility of the provision of a crash barrier at this location in view of the recent traffic accident.  It was agreed that an independent safety audit be commissioned on this section of the Ring Road, bearing in mind the future upgrading of the Ring Road.

2.
Recreational Grant Scheme
T. Walsh presented to each member, a copy of a draft “Recreation Funds Policy” scheme.  He stated that each electoral area will receive an allocation, sourced by the Development Contribution Fund, and grants will be available to community groups and local organisations with sporting, recreational or cultural objectives.  T. Walsh invited the members to submit their views/comments in relation to same, and stated that it is presently very much a consultative exercise.  
With regard to the provision of playgrounds in Kilkenny, the members expressed their satisfaction with regard to the provision of the new playground at Garringreen.  T. Walsh agreed to liaise with Ronan Ryan, Community & Enterprise, with a view to possibly publishing leaflets in order to inform the general public of the existence of such a playground.
3.
Proposed 3 Year Non-National Roads Restoration Programme
As a result of the Department’s request for Council Councils to prepare a prioritised list of restoration improvement works to be carried out over the 2006 – 2008 period (to be submitted the list to the Department by Friday 16th September, 2005),  F. Gray prepared and circulated a list of works for this three year period.  This was agreed by the members.  

4.
NOTICES OF MOTION:-

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
a.
“That the footpaths and a Traffic management plan, with Speed Limits, be provided as part of the Ring Road Project, for Dunmore Village”

RESPONSE:

The above works are outside the scope of the N77 Kilkenny Ring Road Extension. However we will soon be carrying out a review of speed limits at which time the speed limit through Dunmore can be examined. Any alteration to speed limits on National Roads has to be with the approval of the NRA.

Cllr. Fitzpatrick requested F. Gray to liaise with I. Gardner with a view to investigating the possibility of providing footpath at this location.







.

b.
“That a Traffic Management Plan along the lines suggested by local residents and road users be implemented during the period when the Ballyfoyle Road is closed due to construction of Ring Road”.

Concern was raised regarding residents in this area not being notified of a road closure as a result of recent road works.  

RESPONSE
It was agreed to investigate this.

c.
“That ramps or a traffic management scheme be provided, even on a temporary basis, until the road is widened at Lovers Lane, Kilkenny”

RESPONSE: 

We propose to carry out the improvement of Lovers Lane as soon as resources allow. It is hoped that these works will commence later this year or early next year.

d.
“That Kilkenny County Council take appropriate action to improve the traffic management at Heneberys Cross/Bleach Road and that improved signage be provided at this dangerous junction to indicate the Bleach Road junction and to alert traffic to Heneberys Cross itself”

RESPONSE:

The Road Design Section is investigating this area with a view to obtaining funding in 2006 for a low cost remedial scheme. We will be meeting with the NRA’s regional safety officer in September to discuss the scheme.

Cllr. J. Coonan

e.
“That Kilkenny County Council initiate further traffic calming measures on the  Waterford Road at the Kells Road junction and Haltigan Terrace area and that a similar measure be considered on the College Road”
RESPONSE:

There is a preliminary design for the improvement of this section of the Waterford Road which includes a mini-roundabout at the Kells Road Junction. The provision of a pedestrian crossing is hindered by the proximity to the junctions at Haltigan Terrace and Deans Court and the wide open access to Youngs Garage.

f.
“That Kilkenny County Council provides an update on the possible widening of Newpark Drive”

RESPONSE:

This scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the planning regulations and submissions invited. A number of design alterations are required to take cognisance of the submissions received. When resources allow, these alterations will be carried out and a planning report will be prepared for the County Council and Borough Council.

g.
“That Kilkenny County Council provides an update on the taking over of housing estates in the area”


RESPONSE:

A new protocol to ensure that housing estates are fully completed before being handed over to Kilkenny County Council has been agreed between Kilkenny County Council and the Construction Industry Federation.

We have recently compiled a list of housing estates in each electoral area that are completed and may be ready to be taken in charge.  This list will be updated as more estates are completed.
	KILKENNY
	BALLYRAGGET
	CALLAN
	PILTOWN
	THOMASTOWN

	24
	4
	9
	22
	10


We are currently checking whether or not there is a Bond in place in respect of the completed developments.  Where a Developer does not have a Bond in place the file is being referred to the Enforcement Section and a Warning Letter is being issued.  A number of Bonds have been put in place as a result.  It is a requirement that Developers of a housing estate have a financial security (Bond) in place, in the event that they do not complete the estate and the Bond needs to be drawn on.  When it has been established that Developers have a Bond in place and the estate has been completed they will be issued with a copy of the “Protocol”.  This will advise them of their obligations and set in train the certification process outlined in the Protocol.

Clarnwood Housing Estate

The residents of the above estate have requested that the remaining part of the estate be taken in charge.  The Developer of this estate has failed to complete the estate to an acceptable standard.  Kilkenny County Council arranged to have a CCTV survey and report carried out.  This was referred to our Sanitary Services Section for their report and recommendation.  A report was received from Sanitary Services stating that the drainage network is seriously deficient and that remedial works are also needed to the water supply.  The Developer was requested on numerous occasions to have the works carried out.  Kilkenny County Council subsequently made a decision to contract out the work as no progress was being made with the Developer.  Bank of Ireland has confirmed that the Bond is still in place.  A letter has been sent to the Developer informing them of our intention to engage a Contractor to carry out the outstanding work and also informing them of our intention to claim the Bond.  Sanitary Services have been requested to prepare a Brief to engage a Contractor.
h.
“That Kilkenny County Council provides an update on the Glendine and New Orchard Action Plan”.

RESPONSE
It was agreed that an update be forwarded to the members as soon as possible. 
5.
Agree Report with Chairman
It was agreed that the following item be included in the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-  An outline report was agreed to include;
· Proposed 3 Year Non National Roads Restoration Programme was agreed by members.

6.
Any Other Business

a. Various Planning Issues:

A number of planning issues were discussed and it was agreed to request the attendance of Mr. Philip O’Neill, Director of Services, at the next Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee meeting.

b. Pot Hole at Auchmalogue Bridge
F. Gray stated that this pot hole occurred as a result of recent development works by an outside contractor  in the area along with recent bad weather conditions.  He confirmed that the pot hole is now filled.
c.
Speed Limit Review
The members agreed that the Speed Limit Review be expedited as a matter of urgency.
      d.
Provision of Pedestrian Crossing at College Road.

Cllr. J. Coonan informed the meeting that he received written confirmation from C&B Building Contractors, that they would be prepared to contribute the sum of  12,000 towards the provision of this pedestrian crossing.  In light of this it was agreed to proceed with this work.
      e.
Freshford Road
Concern was raised regarding dangerous junction/roundabout near St. Luke’s Hospital on the Freshford Road.  It was agreed to investigate the possibility of additional lining at mini roundabout locations.

      f.
Ring Road Extension
An up-to-date report on the progress of the Ring Road extension was requested.

g. Fencing at Scanlon Park

Cllr. J. Coonan asked if palisade fencing could be provided near the entrance to Scanlon Park.  T. Walsh agreed to investigate this.

      h.
Canal Walk Road
Cllr. J. Coonan asked if lighting could be provided at Canal Walk Road.  F. Gray stated that such works will be incorporated as part of the Linear Park / River Nore development.

      i.
Date for Next Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
The members requested that the next Kilkenny Electoral Area meeting be brought forward from the scheduled date of 14th November, 2005.  They agreed to fix a date for same, when they meet at the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council.

j. Junction at Granges Road
Concern was raised regarding the junction at Granges Road with the Dunningstown Road from a safety point of view.  It was agreed to investigate the possible remedial measures in this location.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
___________________________ 

_____________________________ 

Chairman




Date 
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