Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 11th July, 2005 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan

Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody,  M. Lanigan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Noonan, M. Brett & 

P. Cuddihy.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 

F. Dabinett, Technician &

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

At the outset the Chairman welcomed Fionnuala Dabinett to the meeting and the members joined him in wishing her well and every success, in her new post in the Kilkenny Area Office.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 9th May, 2005
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Circular Road - Flooding

A copy of response from Kieran Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Kilkenny Borough Council, was circulated to the members.  The members raised concerns regarding the condition of the Breagagh river at the weir.  T. Walsh informed that the members that river maintenance is the responsibility of the O.P.W.  However, he agreed that on a goodwill basis, he would arrange to investigate the possibility of carrying out a clean up operation at this location.
b. Newpark – Green Area

F. Gray confirmed that work at this location is completed.  The members complimented the Area Office on the Trojan work carried out by them around the city in recent months and asked that their praise be passed on to the men on the ground.
c.   Grass Cutting – St. Kieran’s Crescent / Ashwood
T. Walsh informed the members that he recently met with residents from this area and explained to them that while it is not the responsibility of Kilkenny County Council, they would agree, on a once off basis, to cut the grass.  He further impressed on them that in future, as a community, they would have to become active in the management and maintenance of their estate.
2.
Disruption during forthcoming Roadworks

F. Gray informed the members of forthcoming roadworks and the possible disruptions that may occur as a result, but insisted that all works are necessary and will be a major visual enhancement to the areas.  The members emphasised that the best possible Public Relations exercise be undertaken.  
3.
Development of Amenity Lands
T. Walsh informed the members that he is currently working with residents in order to get the best possible use of large open amenity spaces in their localities.  A good example is the work currently being undertaken by the Environment Section at Loughboy Park/Westfield.  This area was chosen as a pilot project for the development of an amenity area.  A booklet and plan were prepared by the Parks Department as a starting point for discussion with local residents and interested groups and a copy of this was circulated to the members.

4.
Three Year Roads Programme
F. Gray informed the members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have requested Council Councils to prepare a prioritised list of restoration improvement works to be carried out over the 2006 – 2008 period and submit the list to the Department by Friday 16th September, 2005.  F. Gray agreed to prepare a list of works over the three year period and circulate to the members prior to the next Area Meeting to be held on 12th September, 2005.
5.
Accommodation for Loughboy Area Resource Centre
T. Walsh informed the members that he does not have an immediate solution in this regard.  After much discussion on this subject it was agreed that a further meeting be held between T. Walsh and other Scout Group representatives, to be arranged by Cllr. M. Brett.
6.
Notices of Motion


Cllr. Mr. Brett
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council take in charge of Sion Hermitage Estate, Sion Road, Kilkenny”.

Response:

There is a new procedure for the taking in charge of housing estates. The procedure now puts the onus on the developer to have all matters attended to before the Council will entertain an application to take estate in charge. The residents or the developer of the estate can request the Council to take the estate in charge but the Council will only do so once all matters pertaining to infrastructure and open space meets the necessary standard. This procedure will not be a means to deal with unfinished estates. 


2.
“That Kilkenny County Council either introduce a pedestrian crossing, traffic calming measures or reduced speed signs on the Callan Road in the area around the entrance to Seville Lodge in view of the increase in traffic that is projected for the future”.

Response
This has been investigated by Ian Gardner, S.E.E., Road Design, and he believes that bearing in mind the special needs at this location, a controlled pedestrian crossing is the only means of providing for safe crossing of the road by pedestrians.  However, the current speed limit at this location is 100kph and on safety grounds, this will need to be reduced before traffic signals can be erected.

3.
“In view of the fact that material at the entrance to Mayfield are to be removed at long last could plans be brought forward to widen the Kells Road from that point outward”.

Response
We are currently discussing the feasibility of appointing consultants in a multiple framework type contract to carry out such schemes.  This would allow us to appoint a number of consultants for a number of different schemes around the county with a view to bringing these schemes forward.  The Kells Road will be one of the schemes that will be considered for this contract.

7.
Agree Report with Chairman

· Disruption during forthcoming Roadworks

F. Gray informed the members of forthcoming roadworks and the possible disruptions that may occur as a result, but insisted that all works are necessary and will be a major visual enhancement to the areas.  The members emphasised that the best possible Public Relations exercise be undertaken.  

8.
Any Other Business


1. Hedge Cutting
Cllr. M. Noonan raised concern regarding damage to trees and wildlife as part of recent grass cutting exercise on the Ring Road and asked that works of this nature be undertaken in September when the nesting season is over.  F. Gray stated prior to the commencement of the nesting season, landowners are notified that it is their duty and responsibility to cut back their hedges/ditches to ensure the safety of road users.  Any works of this nature undertaken by the Area Office during the summer season is as a safety measure for road users.  

2.
River Bank
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick raised concerns regarding the number of horses along the river bank and feared that the river bank could become a race track.

3. 
Crossings – Bohernatounish Road
F. Gray informed that the members that we are presently awaiting the E.S.B. to power these crossings.

4. Roundabout at LIDL, Waterford Road
The members stated that the centre of the roundabout is in urgent need of attention.  Fionnuala Dabinett to investigate the current situation.

5. Pedestrian Crossing adjacent to LIDL and Esso Station, Waterford Road
It was agreed to revert back to Ian Gardner who previously agreed to install flashing light system at this crossing.
6. Outrath Road – Crash Barrier
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked if a crash barrier could be provided at this location in view of the recent traffic accident.  F. Gray informed the meeting that this is a national road and therefore the responsibility of the N.R.A.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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