Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 9th May, 2005 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan

Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody,  M. Lanigan, P. Fitzpatrick & M. Noonan.

In Attendance:
 F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 


Claire Murphy, Landscape Architect &
M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

Apologies received from Cllr. M. Brett and Cllr. P. Cuddihy, and also from T. Walsh, Director of Services, for their inability to attend.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 11th March, 2005.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Bonnettsrath Road

F. Gray informed the meeting that two enforcement notices were served on the developer. He stated that he hopes to meet with the developer within the forthcoming week, in an effort to resolve the matter.

b. Newpark – Green Area

Cllr. J. Cody stated that it is not necessarily extra car-parking that is needed at this location but to widen the road in order to cater for more than one vehicle.   F. Gray stated this work is included in his proposed list of Special Works.
c.   Road Lining – Tullaroan Road
As requested by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, it was agreed to forward his Notice of Motion from area meeting held 14.3.05, together with response from T. Gunning, Director of Services, to the Callan Area Office to be raised at their Callan Electoral Area Meeting.

2.
Accommodation for Loughboy Area Resource Centre
M. Leahy informed the meeting that despite extensive efforts by T. Walsh, Director of Services, progress is very slow in this matter.  The members again confirmed their continued full support for a positive outcome in obtaining a suitable location for L.A.R.C.    Cllr. J. Coonan then read the content of fax. message (received at this point of the meeting) from Sheila Condon, L.A.R.C.  In further endeavours to make progress in this matter, it was suggested that a representative from the Scouts Groups be invited to attend the next meeting.   The members agreed to defer this item to the agenda for the July meeting.

3.
Riverside Drive/The Sycamores
Claire Murphy circulated a concept plan for the River Nore Linear Park - to be carried out on a phased basis over the next 4 to 5 years.  Claire informed the meeting that negotiations are presently underway with landowners in order to gain access over private land.   She stated that if funding is approved by Bórd Fáilte (50% funding), then work could commence on the pathways in the current year.  The members wholeheartedly appreciated the ideas and thoughts put into the preparation of this plan and confirmed the full support of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee in progressing same.
4.
Proposed Appointment of New Technician to Area Office
F. Gray informed the members that a new Technician, namely Fionnuala Dabinett, will be appointed to the Kilkenny Area over the next few weeks, to carry out additional duties which have been assigned to the area.  The members suggested that Fionnuala be invited to attend the next meeting.
5.
Notices of Motion


Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

1.
“That Kilkenny County Council re-consider the decision not to include Public Lighting for the Green Area at Sycamore/Aylesbury housing estate and that this area now be included as a matter of urgency”.
F. Gray stated that an allocation for public lighting of €74,000 was received by each electoral area over a four year period.  He stated that it has previously been agreed to expend this funding on major works in the city centre.  The E.S.B. is satisfied that the public lighting in this area is satisfactory.  It was suggested that the Residents Committee apply to the Environment Section for an Amenity Grant.  Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick agreed to make contact with them in this regard.
2.
“That lay-bys be provided on the road from The Cave Bar, Castlecomer Road to Kilkenny City to accommodate slow moving industrial or farming vehicles and farm machinery”.

F. Gray stated that this is a national secondary road and works of this nature are dependent on funding from the National Authority.  It was agreed to refer this matter to the N.R.A.


Cllr. J. Coonan
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council take all necessary steps to address the flooding problem on the Circular Road”.

F. Gray informed the members that this road is within Kilkenny Borough Council’s remit.  He agreed to consult with K. Fitzgerald, Senior Engineer, Kilkenny Borough Council, in the matter.
2.
“That Kilkenny County Council give an up-to-date position on the Open Space Amenity Area in the proposed Action Plan for Glendine Heights”.

(The following report was circulated to the members)

The amenity area at Glendine zoned recreation amenity/open space is divided into two ownerships.

About half of the area forms part of the lands under planning permission 01/1527 which was granted permission on the 10/5/04.

Condition 2 of that permission requires the developer to enter into a legal agreement for the transfer of lands to the Council in order to progress the objective of the Glendine Area Action Plan.

The remainder of the land is in the ownership of Mr. Ned Byrne. Detailed discussions have taken place with Mr. Byrne over a lengthy period of time in order to find a mechanism to effect the transfer of the remainder of the lands to the Council.

Agreement in principle has now been reached with Mr. Byrne (28th April) on the transfer of the lands. This agreement will be subject to the details of the legal arrangements being satisfactory to both parties.

3.
“That Kilkenny County Council examine the level of Water Gullies / Man Hole Covers on roads in the Kilkenny area, to ensure safety for all road users”.

F. Gray informed the members that these are assessed on a regular basis and covers are replaced in accordance with on-going roadworks.

4.
“That the necessary remedial measures be undertaken with Loughboy Community Centre”.

M. Leahy informed the members that she made contact with Phyllis O’Rourke. The building has been inspected and the required works ascertained.  It was established that a Section 6 Grant of €1,000 has been approved for this committee, which would greatly contribute to the cost of the works involved.  M. Leahy confirmed that the balance of funding required would be sought from the housing budget.
5.
“That the general maintenance of the open space at Ashwood be immediately addressed”.

F. Gray informed the members that this is not a Council Road, it is not taken in charge by Kilkenny County Council and therefore Kilkenny Area do not receive a budget for works in the area.  He stated that grass cutting takes place on an agency basis funded through the Environment Section.    The members urged that the Parks Department would be advanced and put in place as a matter of urgency.
It was suggested that the Residents Committee apply to Environment for an Amenity Grant.  Cllr. J. Coonan undertook to contact them in this regard.

6.
Agree Report with Chairman

It was agreed that the following matters go forward in Chairman’s Report to the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-

1.
Riverside Drive/The Sycamores
The members wholeheartedly appreciated the ideas and thoughts put into the preparation of the River Nore Linear Park Plan and reiterated the full support of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee in progressing same.

2. Special Works – Kilkenny Area
A schedule of special works to be carried was put forward by F. Gray and agreed by the members.

3.
Parks Department
The members urged that the Parks Department be advanced and put in place as a matter of urgency.

4.
Speed Limits

The members asked that Ian Gardner be contacted and requested to advance forward the review of speed limits, which is due to take place this year, specifically in relation to Dunmore Village and the Callan Road adjacent to S.O.S.
7.
Any Other Business


· Special Works – Kilkenny Area

A schedule of special works was circulated by F. Gray to the members.  After much discussion on the matter the members agreed on works to be carried out in 2005.
· Road Excavation Material – Mayfield, Kilkenny
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked that the road excavation material be removed from the site adjacent to Mayfield housing estate on the Kells Road.  F. Gray confirmed that the contractor would remove same.

· Traffic Calming Measures – Callan Road

The members expressed concern in relation to road safety outside the S.O.S. on the Callan Road and suggested that traffic calming measures be put in place at this location.  The members asked that Ian Gardner be contacted and requested to advance forward the review of speed limits, which is due to take place this year.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
______________________ 

Cathaoirleach 

______________________ 

Date 
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