                               Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 10th January, 2005 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan
Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, J. Cody,  P. Fitzpatrick, 

& M. Noonan.
In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

D. O’Brien, Town Clerk,

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 
I. Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer, &

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

At the outset, Cllr. J. Coonan welcomed everybody back after the Christmas holiday period and wished all a happy, healthy and prosperous new year.

All the members joined in congratulating Tom Kennedy, following his recent appearance on the television about his trip to Guatemala.  The members asked that their congratulations be conveyed to Tom.

A moment’s silent prayer was offered for all those who lost their lives in the Tsunami disaster, their families and for all those who have joined in an enormous effort to bring some relief to the suffering.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 8th November, 2004.

Agreed.

Matters Arising from Minutes:


a.
Maudlin Street – Amenity Area
Cllr. J. Coonan stated that an area should be left aside for the provision of an amenity facility in Maudlin Street, when the refurbishment of the area is taking place.  T. Walsh stated that when Ascon vacate the premises at County Hall, the total area will be looked at and an amenity area for the people of the locality will be considered.
b.
Speed Limits
Cllr. J. Cody asked what the speed limit for Dunmore Village area is.   Cllr. M. Brett enquired about the review of speed limits in the county.  Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that there is a lot of confusion with the general public as to classification of roads and people need to be informed, from a road safety point of view, of the particular speed limit areas.  
I. Gardner responded stating that it would be complicated to change the speed limits at the same time that the changeover from miles to kilometres is taking place.  The necessary signage for the changeover must be erected within a specified period.  There would be a settling in period of about six months and the review of speed limits to be dealt with later in the year.  I. Gardner stated that signage will be erected which will leave motorists in no doubt as to what speed limit applies to a road.  Problems in specific areas will be examined once the new scheme is up and running.  

c.
Loughboy
The members expressed their dissatisfaction of the present condition of the roundabout at LIDL supermarket, Loughboy, and requested that it be properly landscaped and also, that the litter problem in the area be addressed.  T. Walsh stated that efforts are being made to improve the situation.  A notice has been served on the owner of the green area near LIDL and we are awaiting a response from him.  Ian Gardner stated that it is hoped to have the roundabout at LIDL properly landscaped within the next two months.
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked that a general clean up of the footpaths in the area be carried out.  T. Walsh stated the Kilkenny area has a huge number of estates and simply does not have the capacity to carry out works in all of them.  However, efforts should be made to identify the worst effected areas and deal with the priority cases.

2.
Traffic Calming Measures
Ian Gardner presented a report in this regard to each member.  The members agreed to read it’s content and discuss same again at the next area meeting.  Cllr. M. Lanigan stated that each traffic calming method should be costed and a joint programme of works, (between Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council) e.g. five year plan, be adopted.   Cllr. M. Noonan requested that cycle lanes be integrated as part of the plan.  Ian Gardner stated that there is a report in place on cycle lanes in the city.  It was agreed to forward a copy of this to each member.
3.
Roadworks Scheme – Kells Road/Waterford Road
Ian Gardner presented a draft map of the proposed roadworks scheme to the meeting and the matter was discussed in detail.  He agreed to take into account all contributions from the members and revert back to them at a further meeting.
4.
Notices of Motion
1. Cllr. J. Coonan

“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to address the issue of vandalism in and around the area of the Scout’s Den, Bennettsbridge Road, where Loughboy Area Resource Centre Pre-School is currently situated”.

2.
Cllr. J. Coonan
“That Kilkenny County Council re-affirms its endeavour to find a suitable location for the services provided by Loughboy Area Resource Centre”.

With regard to 1 & 2 above and 5 below, T. Walsh expressed the view that the site occupied by the Scouts and the area owned by Kilkenny County Council at the Black Quarry, was an ideal location for many community based activities but progress can only be made with the agreement of all parties and he requested the support of the members in his efforts to address this issue.
3.
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to provide an extension of the footpath from Freshford Road to Talbot’s Gate as part of the 2005 Works Programme”.
F. Gray stated that the extension of the footpath should be carried out by the developer of Talbot Gate Homes. He confirmed that he as written to the developers in this regard and is awaiting their response.

4.
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to establish a cross agency group to resolve the growing incidents of unsocial behaviour in the housing estates in Kilkenny City and Environs”.
It was agreed that while considerable work has been done regarding unsocial behaviour in housing estates in Kilkenny city, there are one or two estates where problems of this nature prevail.  Liaison should be maintained with the community network and if there is a perception that an area is unsafe, the Community Gardai should be notified.  T. Walsh stated that it is part of the structure of the County Development Board to deal with this issue and they are doing so.  Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked that the issue be raised with the County Development Board.
5.
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny County Council in conjunction with Loughboy Area Resource Centre identify a site, in the Loughboy area, for the construction of a facility to house their project”
This matter has been already dealt with above.

6.
Agree Report with Chairman
It was agreed that the following items be included in the Chairman’s report and recommendation, for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council;

a.
Roadworks Scheme –Kells Road/Waterford Road
A draft plan of the roadworks scheme for Kells Road/Waterford Road was discussed and the members had the opportunity to put their views forward for consideration.

b.
Traffic Calming Measures
A report on Traffic Calming Measures was circulated to the members who agreed to read it’s content and discuss same again at the next area meeting.  It was recommended that each traffic calming method be costed and a joint programme of works, (between Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council) e.g. five year plan, be adopted.   

c.
Loughboy Area Resource Centre
Kilkenny County Council re-affirms its endeavour to find a suitable location for the services provided by Loughboy Area Resource Centre.
7.
Any Other Business

a.
River Nore, Kilkenny – Salmon Pass
Cllr. J. Coonan asked for an update with regard to the River Nore and the recent problem experienced with the salmon pass.  T. Walsh stated that a press release from OPW had been received, as follows;
“the preliminary feedback from the Dept. of Communications Marine and Natural Resources “on-site” inspection was that the number of salmon massed immediately downstream of the Lacken Weir had now significantly diminished and most of the fish had now successfully passed through the fish pass on their way upstream.  

It is further understood that this is a late run of salmon in unusually large numbers.  The presence of such great numbers of fish resulted in congestion in front of the weir and prevented many of the fish from successfully locating and approaching the fish pass.  This was a significant contributory factor to the problems which arose with many fish attempting to pass at all points of the weir.
OPW said that the weirs and fish passes installed as part of the flood relief scheme works in Kilkenny were designed in compliance with accepted best standards after close consultation with the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources (DCMNR) which is the regulatory authority with respect to weirs.  Details and requirements for the design of the fish passes were discussed and agreed with DCMNR prior to construction.

DCMNR officials had today carried out an urgent on-site investigation and assessment of the current situation and their definitive advice is awaited.  OPW will be in contact with DCMNR officials tomorrow (Thursday) in Dublin to review and discuss the matter further.  In the light of the present problem OPW would also be checking the post construction river-bed levels.  When all the relevant information is available it will be decided whether any alterations to the weir are necessary.  If any alterations to the fish pass or weir are found to be necessary they will be carried out provided they did not impair the efficient functioning of the flood defence scheme which was vital to protect homes and other property as well as infrastructure from flooding”.











5th Jan. ‘05
b.
Newpark – Green Area

Cllr. J. Cody asked if part of the green area outside house No.’s 1 – 6 be removed to provide for adequate car-parking.  Cllr. J. Coonan seconded this request.   It was agreed to investigate this matter and report back at next meeting.
c.
Bonnettsrath Road

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick stated the Bonnettsrath Road is in extremely bad condition due to trucks being used by Isron Ltd.  He stated that the problems with these trucks are as follows;
1) Trucks are uncovered
2) Trucks travel at high speed
3) Damage to sides of public road by Isron vehicles.

It was agreed that report on this matter be sent to the members within the next week.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Cathaoirleach _______________________________________Date_________________________ 
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