                               Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 14th March, 2005 at 3.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan

Present:
Cllrs. J. Cody,  M. Lanigan, P. Fitzpatrick & M. Noonan.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

B. Mernagh, Senior Engineer,

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 
M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 10th January, 2005.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, and agreed.

Matters Arising from Minutes:


a.
Maudlin Street – Amenity Area
T. Walsh informed the meeting that there have been meetings with representatives of Maudlin Street and John McCormack, Director of Services, and the matter is on-going.  Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick asked if a report could be circulated to members on the ‘Tank Area’.  He also raised concerns regarding the positioning of the life buoys on the river bank.  It was agreed to refer this to the Information Forum which was established in the context of the Drainage Project, for their attention.
b. Accommodation for (LARC) Loughboy Area Resource Centre
Cllr. J. Coonan enquired of the up-to-date position.  T. Walsh stated that since the last meeting, he has met with both Scout groups.  While one group would be in agreement, it would be difficult to secure agreement with the other.  T. Walsh agreed to pursue the issue but would also remain open to other options for the accommodation of LARC.
c. Newpark – Green Area
Cllr. J. Cody asked if anything could be done to provide for extra car-parking at this location.  F. Gray stated that the members could consider funding this work through Development Contribution funds.

d. Bonnettsrath Road
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick stated that this matter is still not resolved.  F. Gray confirmed that he wrote to the developers last week stating that while there has been some improvement, it is not sufficient.  The developer has been asked to submit short term and long term solutions to the problems.  No response has yet been received.  It was agreed that a notice under the Roads Act be served on the developer, if no response is forthcoming.
2.
Road Works Scheme
Billy Mernagh went through the content of the draft road works scheme and stated that due to the reduction in PL and EL, there has been an increase of €580,000 in funds.  Much discussion took place and the Draft Road Works Scheme was unanimously endorsed by the members.

With regard to special works, and development contribution scheme funding, it was agreed that F. Gray would liaise with the members in order to ascertain the overall list of priority works in the Kilkenny area.

3.
Development Contribution Scheme

A report on the 2005 Development Contributions Scheme (Planning & Environment) was circulated to the members, at which they expressed their satisfaction.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan, and agreed.

4.
Traffic Calming Measures
It was agreed to carry over this item to the next agenda as works are presently on-going by the Road Design team.

5.
Notices of Motion


Cllr. J. Coonan

“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to put in place a pedestrian crossing at Dean Street (adjacent to the area at Gaules Butchers)”.

Pedestrian Facilities on Dean Street will be assessed as part of the Kilkenny Inner Relief Road Design.  F. Gray stated this work could be considered under Development Contribution Scheme funding.


Cllr. J. Coonan


“That Kilkenny County Council give an up-to-date position on the proposed refurbishment of the sewerage treatment plant at Purcellsinch, Kilkenny, and views the concerns expressed by local industries and householders in the area”.

A report on the up-to-date position was circulated to the members.

Cllr. M. Brett

“That Kilkenny County Council bring forward and execute plans to address the serious traffic situation at Tennypark Cross”.

Although we requested funding for this scheme from the NRA, we have not received an allocation in the current year.

Cllr. M. Brett

“That Kilkenny County Council assess the situation regarding unbroken white lines at the entrance to business and private houses”.

The Traffic Signs Manual states that vehicles are permitted to cross a continuous white line to turn right into or out of an access.  Lines are only broken at junctions of public roads.

Cllr. M. Brett

“That Kilkenny County Council bring forward plans to improve the traffic situation at the entrance to the Old Callan Road at the Sceilp Inn”.


The Road Design Section is currently investigating this.


Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny county Council resolves to provide the funding to maintain and upgrade the footpaths at Castlecomer Road”.

“That Kilkenny County Council examine the road surface along the Castlecomer Road to carry out the appropriate maintenance”.

The Castlecomer Road (N77) is part of the National Secondary Road and is the responsibility of the National Road Authority.  This would also include footpaths.  From the junction of the Hebron Road Roundabout to it’s junction with Glendine Heights, measures 1800m in length and averages 10m wide.  Two no. footpaths measure 1800m long by approx. 2m wide per footpath.  Resurfacing of road would cost approximately (1800 x 10 x €15/sq.m) - €270,000.  Upgrading of footpaths would cost approximately (1800 x 2 x 2 x €25/sq.m) - €180,000.

Kilkenny Area Office budget for footpaths in 2004 amounted to €66,500 for Regional Roads and €25,000 for Local Roads.  No N.R.A. budget was given in 2004 to Kilkenny Area for footpath improvements.

It was agreed that the matters, mentioned above, could be brought to the attention of the N.R.A.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick


“That Kilkenny County Council provide a safer crossing at Castlecomer/New Road Junction”.


It is proposed to install pedestrian guardrails at this junction. The N77 Kilkenny Ring Road Extension will commence in April of this year and on completion will substantially reduce traffic levels on the Castlecomer Road making it safer for pedestrians.
Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to take measures to reduce the speed of traffic along the road from Ballyfoyle to the Golf Links Road”.

A traffic calming scheme has already been carried out on the Castlecomer Road. The construction of a new roundabout north of Glendine as part of the N77 Ring Road Extension will enhance this scheme by giving a definite transition from rural road to urban road.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to introduce a speed limit and traffic calming at Dunmore Village, Kilkenny”.

As previously agreed, this will be considered in the Speed Limits Review which will take place later in the current year.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny County Council resolves to provide a proper pedestrian crossing from Newpark/Newpark Close to the footpath opposite leading to Ballybought Street and that appropriate signage and road markings requesting traffic to reduce speed be provided in the old Newpark housing scheme”.

Red ‘SLOW’ Ground Markings are positioned on every entrance to this estate (4 No.)

 F. Gray stated that provision of pedestrian crossing could be considered under Development Contribution Scheme funding.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

“That Kilkenny Electoral Area members request the support of the neighbouring area of Callan in their effort to impress on Kilkenny County council the urgent need to have the road from Kilkenny to Tullaroan Village lined fully, given the huge increase in the volume of traffic using this road and the dangers that exist on the road because of the fact that there is no line at present and very poor signage”.

The Tullaroan Road must be examined in tandem with all roads in its class, when being considered for  lining.  The Tullaroan Road is a local primary road. Like all similar class roads, its width varies substantially.  A  high percentage of such roads will be less than 5.5m wide (5.5 m is the minimum recommended width for two delineated lanes of traffic).  The cost of lining local primary roads in the County is estimated at €1.2 million (white only) or €2.4 million (white & yellow).  Similar to the current situation with regional roads, line replacement, following surface dressing, would necessitate a reduction of 10% in surface dressed areas - white line only;  or 20% where there is both white and yellow line replacement, unless extra funding is made available. 

It is considered that it would not be possible to line just the Tullaroan Road in isolation from the remaining local primary road network, as this would set an unachievable precedent for all local primary roads. I regret therefore that, for the reasons outlined above, it is not currently feasible to line the Tullaroan Road.

(The cost of lining (white only) on a local road is €1500/km.  Currently, the Council receives €364/km for maintenance of local roads)

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
8. “That Kilkenny County Council resolves to include St. Kierans Crescent on a regular maintenance programme and that the graffiti on the walls in this estate be removed forthwith”.

Kieran’s Crescent is not on the official Road Schedule and hence is not a public road and neither would Kilkenny Area receive a maintenance budget for a road not on the Road Schedule.  This is a private housing estate.

With regard to the graffiti and litter, this has been referred to the Environment Section for attention.  This is also a matter for the residents themselves.  However, T. Walsh agreed to investigate this with R. Ryan in the Community & Enterprise Section.
Cutting of grass in the estate is and will continue to be the responsibility of the residents, as is the case in all private housing estates.
After discussion on street cleaning in general in the Kilkenny area F. Gray indicated that Environment Section intend to investigate the possibility of provision of a street sweeper for the Kilkenny Area in 2006.  During the interim period, intermittent hire of an external sweeper will be arranged during 2005.
6.
Agree Report with Chairman

It was agreed that the following items go forward in Chairman’s Report to the next

County Council meeting;

a)
Road Works Scheme– unanimously agreed by members.

b)
Development Contribution Scheme (Planning & Environment)  – Kilkenny Area – Agreed by Members.

7.
Any Other Business

Traffic Lights - Market Cross

Cllr. M. Lanigan enquired as to the up-to-date position.  F. Gray stated he was recently in contact with the Manager of Market Cross and would be very hopeful of a satisfactory outcome in the near future.

Road Markings – High Street

Cllr. J. Cody stated that the road markings at High Street need to be re-done.  An undertaken was given to attend to this work.
Proposed Roundabout - Scanlon Park

It was confirmed that construction of this roundabout would commence before the end of the year.
Footpath – Kilcreene Cottages

Cllr. J. Coonan asked if remaining works to the footpaths at Kilcreene Cottages could be attended to.  F. Gray stated that the Sanitary Services Section will be carrying out necessary works to the water system in this location in the near future.  Replacement of the footpaths would be carried out when this work is completed.  F. Gray stated that he would investigate the possibility of the placement of gravel in this particular location as a temporary measure.

Dunmore – Traffic Calming

F. Gray agreed to investigate the possibility of  2 No.  ‘SLOW’ road marking in this area.

Proposed Concert – Nowlan Park – 11th June, 2005
Cllr. J. Coonan read out to the meeting, content of letter which he received from Mr. Liam Carroll, requesting that Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee extend an invitation to him to attend a future meeting of this committee, to discuss the proposed concert and afford him the opportunity to air his views and concerns with regards same.

It was agreed that as the issue is subject to a specified planning process, i.e. the licensing of outdoor events.  In this context it would be inappropriate for the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee to extend such an invitation.  
Riverside Drive / The Sycamores

It was agreed that an up-to-date report be prepared for the next meeting.
John’s Bridge, Kilkenny
The members agreed that John’s Bridge needs to be aesthetically upgraded and that consideration be given in the future to provide the necessary funding for such work, under the Road Works Scheme.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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