Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held in County Hall on Wednesday 23rd March, 2005.

In the chair: 

Cllr. Tom Brennan.

Also Present:

Cllr. John Brennan,




Cllr. Maurice Shortall,

Barry Deane, N.F.G.W.S.,




John O’Keeffe, K.F.G.W.S.,



James Hennessy, I.C.M.S.A.,

Michael Delahunty, Senior Executive Officer,




Eamon Mahon, Executive Engineer,




Michael Drea, Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Sean Power, I.F.A.

1. Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee meeting on 19th January, 2005. 

The minutes of the above meeting were proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and agreed.

Matters Arising:

In reply to queries from Cllr M Shortall and John O Keeffe Michael Delahunty agreed that the Council will pay for member’s attendance on training courses where prior approval has been obtained from the committee or where this is not possible Mr. Delahunty will have to sanction the attendance. Members attending courses will be asked to give a brief summary on the course to the Committee
Michael Delahunty informed the meeting that the request to increase the sewerage grant to the same level of funding as the water grant went before the last meeting of the full Council and the Councils resolution has been sent to the Department.
Barry Deane in reply to a query from M. Delahunty indicated that sewerage is outside the brief of the N.F.G.W.S. but a written submission could be made to the N.R.W.M.C. requesting an increase in the sewerage grant available.
Following queries from Cllr Shortall Eamon Mahon informed the meeting that approximately one third of the work is completed at Chapel Lane and approval has been received from the Department to the Brief for Engagement of a Consulting Engineer for Freshford Sewerage Scheme.
2. Rural Water Programme – Allocation 2005
Mr. Michael Delahunty Rural Water Liaison Officer presented and circulated his report to the Committee.
He indicated the total spend available in 2005 is €2,395,037. He informed the Committee that the programme includes works which have been completed but require funding, existing commitments – works in progress or where orders have been placed, new works on existing group schemes where water quality requires improvement and works in existing villages and settlements which will assist the Council meet its commitments to villages where Local Area Plans have been adopted or are being prepared. He indicated that as work progresses the individual budgets will be reviewed and adjusted as necessary.

He then indicated that the allocations and program was broken down as follows:

D.B.O. advance works - €270,000 - Included are Castlewarren G.W.S. and Ballycallan G.W.S.
Grants for new group schemes and upgrading of existing group schemes - €878,637 -Included are Dunamaggin S.S., Castlewarren G.W.S., Prologue G.S.S., Listerlin G.W.S., Parks & Rathclevin G.W.S., Coolagh/Caherleske G.W.S., Cloone/Mullinabro G.S.S., Tullaroan G.S.S. as well as some water quality improvement works.
Take over of group schemes - €370,000 - Included are Kilbride G.W.S., Ahenure G.W.S. and Drakelands G.W.S.
Public small water and sewage schemes - €876,563 - Included are works at Ballyspellan, Johnstown, Glenmore, Piltown, Mooncoin, Outrath, Troyswood, Clogh/Castlecomer, Purcellsinch, Callan, Jamestown, Dunamaggin, Ballyhale, Inistioge and Lover’s Lane, Kilkenny.  
The program and individual elements within it was welcomed by the Committee
Barry Deane suggested a co-ordinated approach should be taken by the N.F.G.W.S. and Kilkenny Co. Council to address group water schemes which have water quality issues. Michael Delahunty indicated that he is agreeable and that a programme will be developed.
3. D.B.O. Update.

Michael Delahunty informed the meeting that advance works are required on Ballycallan G.W.S. and Castlewarren G.W.S. Contractors interested in tendering for the D.B.O. contract recently visited all schemes in the South Leinster Bundle. The closing date for receipt of tenders is 18/5/05.
4. Any Other Business.

Cllr. J. Brennan informed the meeting that Clogh Sewerage Scheme is at capacity and this is hindering the construction of new houses in the area. Cllr. Brennan asked Michael Delahunty to speak to Tom Gunning regarding same.
Cllr. T. Brennan enquired if Kilkenny Co. Council carries out water tests on road side pumps belonging to the Council. Michael Delahunty will enquire and revert back at the next meeting.

Barry Deane enquired if any progress has been made in relation to the take over of Oldcourt/Kilcross G.W.S. Michael Delahunty stated the options available are  to obtain a wayleave for the section of pipe which we currently don’t have a wayleave for or  look at the possibility of by-passing this section of land with a new main. The options  will be examined. 

5. Next Meeting.

The next meeting is fixed for Wednesday 25th May, 2005 at 11am in Main Meeting Room 1, Co. Hall.
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