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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on Wednesday 18th May 2005 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery

In attendance:
Cllrs. Catherine Phelan Holden, Maurice Shortall, 




Malcolm Noonan & Matt Doran. 




Sean Fitzpatrick, Michael Rice & Patricia Finnegan 

Also present:

Philip O’Neill – Director of Services, Pat Foley – Senior Engineer,




Carol McCarthy – Senior Executive Engineer, Audrey Mongan – 



Environmental Education/Awareness Officer, Ciaran Cormican - 



Chief Fire Officer & Joan Rochford – Assistant Staff Officer. 

At the outset the chairperson, Cllr. Catherine Connery welcomed all present to the meeting. 

Item 1.
Minutes of SPC 3 Meeting held on 16th Feburary, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. Catherine Phelan-Holden, seconded by Mr. Michael Rice and agreed:-

 “That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environment Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on 16th February, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Matters Arising:

(a) Cllr. Connery stated that the minutes should be amended as follows:-:


“Cllr. Connery emphasised that the policy with regard to illegal dumping is 
zero tolerance and that a function of the SPC3 is to implement this policy”. 


To be amended as follows:


“Cllr. Connery emphasised that the policy with regard to illegal dumping is 
zero tolerance and that a function of the SPC3 is to formulate policy”. 


Pat Foley stated that the function of SPC’s is to make recommendations 
towards policy but it is not our function to implement. 


It was agreed that the minute would be amended as above. 

(b) Cllr. Connery requested an update with regard to emptying 


Bottle Banks/Bring Centres. 



Audrey Mongan stated that there was a marked improvement with regard to 


collection at Bring Banks following on from a letter which was issued to 


Rehab Recycling by Mr. P. O’Neill since last SPC3 meeting with a decrease 


in phonecalls reporting full bottle banks. 



Cllr. Connery stated that the platform installed under all Bottle Bank Centres 


has greatly enhanced these areas with less instances of illegal dumping. 

Item 2. Kyoto Protocol. 

Audrey Mongan – Environmental Awareness/Education Officer made a presentation 

on Kyoto Protocol.

This was followed by a number of questions from the Committee present. 

It was indicated that a follow-on from this presentation should be arranged for next meeting of SPC 3 scheduled for 21st September, 2005.   It was also recommended leading on from this presentation that the other relevant SPC’s be made aware of their responsibilities under the Kyoto Protocol, such as fuel emissions, building regulations and renewal energies. 

It was agreed to write to Colm Byrne, from Glas, Renewable Energy Solutions and Natural Power Supply Ltd., Ballymountain, Waterford requesting both to make a presentation at next SPC 3 meeting.  The presentations to last 20 mins. in total with questions for a further 10 minutes. 

Cllr. Connery thanked Audrey Mongan for the informative and interesting presentation.  

Contributions from Sean Fitzpatrick, Patricia Finnegan, Cllrs. C. Connery, C. Phelan-Holden, M. Shortall and M. Noonan. 

Special Item – Fire Services Capital Programme 2005

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Services has been informed by the Department of the following:-

1
Fire Services Capital Programme Approvals 2005

Fire Station Projects to proceed to construction in the period up to the end of 2006

	Kilkenny County Council
	Castlecomer 


2.
New Station Projects approved in 2003 and 2004 on which construction work is due 
to start in 2005. 

	Kilkenny County Council
	Freshford


The Department will be in contact with the fire authority regarding the new stations and work should not advance pending receipt of the appropriate letters of approval. 

A separate letter setting out details and conditions of tendering procedures for fire appliances will also issue from the Department. 

Fire Engines. 

Ciaran Cormican stated that it is proposed to purchase one new Fire Engine – documentation has been sent to Department and is awaiting approval 

Two second hand fire engines, one for Thomastown and one for Urlingford 

Central Call-Out System. 

Ciaran Cormican, Chief Fire Officer stated that the central call-out system, which is currently in operation in the Dublin area will shortly be rolled out to include other counties.  It will incorporate Kilkenny County in late 2005/ early 2006.  The central call out system means that when a call is made to the central number, it will be relayed to the relevant fire control personnel. 

Mr. P. O’Neill stated that this service will prove very helpful in a major emergency situation.  As central control will mean all fire authorities will be notified together

Item 3. Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment - W. E.E.E.
Philip O’Neill and Carol McCarthy, SEE gave a brief outline as to how this system will operate as follows:-

From 13th August, 2003, the EU Directive on WEEE requires that each retailer must:

· be registered with their local authority

· provide for free in-store take back of WEEE on a one-for-one basis on the sale of 
a 
new like product. 

· ensure that any WEEE collected is delivered to an approved collection facility. 

· ensure that the storage and transport of WEEE collected as above meets the 
requirements of the Regulations 

· ensure that private households are informed of the WEEE take back facilities 
available to them and that they are encouraged to participate in the separate 
collection of WEEE. 

From 13th August, 2003 the EU Directive on WEEE requires that electrical and electronic equipment producers fund the establishment of systems which will enable WEEE arising from private households to be returned to dedicated collection systems free of charge.  In addition, producers must also arrange for WEEE to be taken from these collection points and transported to authorised facilities treatment unless appliances are reused as a whole. 

In order for these systems to work efficiently and economically, these activities will require a high degree of co-operation between local authorities, retailers and producers.  It is therefore essential that optimised arrangements are established between these parties. 

Pat Foley stated that the Civic Amenity Site at Dunmore will cater for householders who wish to leave WEEE for collection.   Larger stores should arrange for WEEE to be collected directly from their establishments and not from Civic Amenity Site.  

P. O’Neill stated that suppliers of electrical goods are obliged to take back old product regardless of where it was purchased previously.  

C. McCarthy stated that a submission was made by Kilkenny County Council and the lead authority for the Regional Waste Plan. 

The SPC passed a resolution as follows:

“That with effect from 13th August, 2005, the priority usage at Local Authority Civic Amenity centres shall be for the householder, as envisaged when these centres were established, and that any additional storage capacity requirements shall be provided by the WEEE producers.”
The resolution is to be forwarded to the Department.
Up-date on developments to be forwarded to all Members of SPC3 prior to next meeting.

It was agreed to organise for all SPC 3 members to be taken on a visit to Dunmore Civic Amenity Site and Landfill and possibly consider holding one of the SPC3 meetings there before end of 2005.  

Contributions from Cllrs. C. Connery, C. Phelan-Holden, M. Shortall, M. Noonan, S. Fitzpatrick, P. Finnegan. 

Item 4. Any Other Business 

Refuse Collection in Rural Areas. 

C. McCarthy stated that a draft application form was prepared and would be forwarded to all Refuse Collectors in County in the near future asking for their comments.  

Contributions – Cllr. M. Doran. 

Litter around City 

P. O’Neill stated that extensive clean-ups in and around Kilkenny City are carried out by  Kilkenny Borough Council on a daily basis.  For example, Suction Sweeper commences at 5 am. 7 days a week, Mini Sweeper commences at 6 am daily, 50 litter bins throughout the city which are washed and disinfected daily when emptied.  

Flood Relief Scheme is not completed. 

Enforcement Team will visit take-aways and delis to seek their co-operation on ways to reduce indiscriminate littering from their customers. 

Contributions from Cllr. Catherine Connery. 

Meeting concluded at 4.45 p.m. 

________________________ 

Cathaoirleach 

__________________________ 

Date 
