	             Minutes of the Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

               Venue:
        Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

 Date:

Tuesday 23rd May 2006 @ 11.00a.m.


Chair:


Cllr. P. O’Neill

Present:

Cllrs. R. Doyle, M. O’Brien and A. Phelan

In Attendance:
T. Gunning, Director of Services, T. Walsh, Director of Services, D. Lawlor, Area     
                                    Engineer and A. M. Doheny, Staff Officer.

Minutes of Previous Meeting held 6th March 2006 – Road Works Scheme.

Minutes were proposed by Cllr. R. Doyle , seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan  and agreed.
Matters Arising.

Councillors requested that this committee write to the Chairman of the Council requesting that the Register of Electors  be placed on the agenda of the full meeting of the Council with a view to finding a solution to the current difficulties encountered, at a national level.

In response to a query from Cllr. P. O’Neill in relation to the current position with regard to plans for Coppenagh Cross ( it was recorded in the minutes of the January meeting that once the plans had been prepared, the area engineer would meet the Action Group on site ) , T. Gunning outlined the current resource shortages encountered by the Road Design Dept and stated that consultants will shortly be employed to carry out some design work.
Social and Community Facilities Capital Scheme 2006.

T. Walsh outlined to members the objectives of this scheme, grant details, the type of acceptable and unacceptable project proposals and the assessment criteria.  Kilkenny County Council were asked to submit three proposals by the 19th May which they did. The submitted projects were from the north, midlands and south of the County as follows :-

· All weather facilities for Johnstown

· Community facilities etc for Millennium Court, Kilkenny and

· Family Resource facility @ Ferrybank.
Councillors asked that the Minister be asked to allow more time for consideration of projects in 2007.

Extended CLAR Programme

T Walsh informed members that this scheme was announced by the Minister on the 11th April 2006 and went through the criteria for inclusion in the programme. He also went through the type of schemes eligible and circulated a map showing the areas included in the Thomastown E.D. He agreed to circulate a clearer map to members.
Recreational Capital Fund

T Walsh informed members that 18 projects had been received on a county basis and went through the particular projects relating to the Thomastown E.D. These included :-
· Black and Whites G.A.A.

· Graiguenamanagh Playground

· Paulstown/Goresbridge Parish Pastoral Committee

· Thomastown and District Halls

· Thomastown United Football Club

· Bishopsmountain Gun Club
T Walsh explained that he is going to meet all electoral committees first and then meet all the applicants to go through the applications. He agreed to bring this matter back to the July meeting of this committee

Any Other Business
Planning Issues :- Councillors expressed their concerns with regard to the lack of consultation with the Area Engineer by the Planning Dept on planning applications and particularly with regard to the larger applications. Assurances were given by D. Lawlor that these matters were inspected by the referral of applications to the Roads Dept.
Cllr. O Neill expressed concern about inconsistencies in planning. Applicants attend pre-planning consultations and adhering to the advice received, still receive refusals. Contributions received from all councillors and agreement received to place this item on the report for the full council meeting.

Speed Limit Review:- Cllr. R. Doyle  asked that the limit be moved further out of town on the Thomastown/Waterford Road. T. Gunning outlined that all submissions should be submitted to the area office. The draft will be presented to members before going on public display and then back to members for adoption.
The meeting then concluded.

