Minutes of the Thomastown Expanded Area Committee Meeting

Venue:  Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown

Date:  Tuesday 23rd May 2006 at 10.00 a.m.
Chair:
Cllr. P O’Neill

Present :
Cllrs. R. Doyle, M. O’Brien and A. Phelan


Mr. J. Connolly 
In Attendance:
T. Gunning Director of Services, D. Lawlor Area Engineer, L. Butler, CEDO, A M Doheny Staff Officer.
Apology :                     Cllr. T. Brennan.
Minutes of previous meeting held 14th September 2005.
Minutes were proposed by Cllr A. Phelan, seconded by Mr. J. Connolly and agreed.
Matters Arising from Minutes

J. Connolly raised his concerns with regard to monitoring and emptying of recycling bins in Gowran. Contributions received from all councillors with regard to Gowran and recycling facilities in other towns/villages and the current problems with regard to illegal dumping.
Thomastown Arts Project
In the absence of B. Carroll, L. Butler explained that she had inspected the C.Y.M.S. Hall with the Arts Officer and they found the building to be unsuitable for the proposed purpose and/or as a multipurpose building. The Arts Officer subsequently met with B. Carroll to go through these issues with him. Cllr. M. O’Brien expressed his concerns with regard to communities being led to believe that there are grants available for projects when issues such as ownership, public liability etc have not been sorted out first.
Community Representative Issues
J. Connolly  wants to raise the following issues at the next meeting.
· L.A.P. Gowran. A recent planning application for housing in the Castle Area was rejected. There are huge archeological concerns in this area and A M Doheny agreed to relay these concerns to the Conservation Officer. 

· Wildlife Park. The School is Gowran are developing a two acre site beside the school into a wildlife park and they would be asking K.C.C. for help with this project. The school population is on the increase due to the increased housing in the village. 

J. Connolly asked about the current position with regard to the raised pedestrian crossing at the school in Gowran and T. Gunning explained that funding can only be considered at the Estimates in December of this year – the proposal was too late for consideration at the 2005 Estimates. T. Gunning outlined  that local authorities are bound by regulation with regard to the provision of such crossings. The pedestrian crossing in the village has been agreed and will be provided. 
Any Other Business
None raised.
The meeting then concluded.
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