Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
20th January, 2006
Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling

Present:
Cllrs. C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach and B. Aylward.
In Attendance:
P. O’Neill, Director of Services, F. Stafford, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Deputation Received

Mullinabro & Cloone Sewerage Scheme
Cllr. Dowling welcomed and introduced the deputation to the meeting.  Representatives comprising the deputation were Michael Mullowney, Nicky Owens and Kay Kelly.
M. Mullowney distributed their submission to the meeting and stated that the purpose of their attendance at the meeting was to increase awareness within the Council of the sewage problems being faced on a daily basis by local residents and to progress current initiatives towards a satisfactory solution to these problems.
M. Mullowney said he understood that there was capacity for their houses provided for in the pumping and collection system in the Mullinabro Woods development, however, in order to access this system, a connecting pipe would have to cross private land and this required a wayleave.  He believed that the landowner concerned was unwilling to allow this wayleave and therefore the residents would prefer not to pursue this option.
Following contributions from the members, Cllr. Dowling thanked the deputation for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.
P. O’Neill undertook to discuss the matter further with the elected members.

Minutes of previous meeting held 10th November, 2005

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and agreed.

Register of Electors

P. O’Neill informed the meeting that John McCormack, Director of Services, Corporate Affairs, was currently reviewing the position regarding compilation of the Register of Electors.  In this regard, he asked the members for their views and suggestions on compiling and reviewing the Register in order to improve accuracy and the overall process.  Contributions were made by all the members and the following suggestions were put forward:-

· To use local postmen for this purpose if possible, as they would be most familiar with households and those residing in the area.

· A link should exist between the Census and Register of Electors – pooling of information.

· A website should be available to allow the public to search if they are on the Register.

· If persons are being removed from the Register details should be available as to who removed them and reason for removal – better accountability.

· Some members of the public think they are not on the Register but in fact may be on the Register in a different townland – reorganise townlands – website may also solve this.

It was agreed that these points would be submitted to John McCormack, DOS, Corporate Affairs for consideration.

Area Meetings

Following a short discussion, it was agreed that future Area Meetings for the Piltown Electoral Area would take place at the earlier time of 2.00pm.

Road Safety & Community Policing

Cllr. Dowling welcomed members of An Garda Siochana who attended the meeting to discuss road safety and community policing issues.  In attendance were Inspector David Burke, Divisional Traffic Unit – Kilkenny/Waterford, Inspector John Courtney, Divisional Traffic Unit – Tipperary, Sgt. Pat O’Driscoll, Ferrybank Garda Station, and Sgt. James Connolly, Piltown Garda Station.

P. O’Neill stated that Kilkenny County Council had a good relationship with the Gardaí and that meetings had taken place between members of the Gardai and M. Malone, County Manager and the Management Team of Kilkenny County Council to advance areas of joint cooperation.

Inspector David Burke stated that they were happy to attend the meeting to discuss the issues raised.  He said the Gardaí were proud of their record with the public, but that it was vital to have the public, local representatives and everyone on side and to work in cooperation with each other.  He said that they were always open to suggestions and that their door was always open.
There were comments and questions put forward by all the members, firstly in relation to anti-social behaviour.  One of the issues highlighted was the lack of local Garda presence in some villages, which they felt would be a deterrent for anti-social behaviour.
Inspector John Courtney addressed the meeting stating that there was no doubt that having a Garda presence or gardaí living in an area does have a calming effect, but public expectation is high and the public expect more than can be provided, as resources are limited.  He said it was important that the public themselves get more involved, to take ownership of their community as it was not possible for the Gardaí to do everything without cooperation from the public.  This type of forum he said would be the norm in future, meeting with local representatives to help each other and share information.
Sgt. O’Driscoll said he was living locally and covered areas around Ferrybank, Mooncoin and Glenmore and felt that anti-social behaviour had lessened over the last few years, that there were no continual weekend problems, but that incidents were now more isolated and sporadic.

The issue of road safety and speeding was then discussed.  The members put forward questions in this regard, mentioning specific areas they felt were a danger, where speed limits should be reduced and also lack of presence on roads where speeding was a big problem.
Inspector Burke stated that there were 13 fatal accidents within his area in 2005, the main cause of these accidents being driver error and bad driving behaviour.
Inspector Courtney added that the main focus of the Gardaí is to reduce road deaths and to improve driving behaviour and to encourage drivers to take responsibility for themselves and other road users.  He said that a new dedicated traffic unit was being set up early this year in Cahir, covering the N8 and part of the N24, which takes in the Piltown Area.
Inspector Burke said that the Traffic Cores in Waterford City and Dungarvan will also be doubled, so increased Garda activity will be seen on the roads shortly.
Cllr. Breathnach asked if it would be possible to get a policing profile for South Kilkenny of where Gardaí are on duty, what types of problems are occurring and where.

Inspector Burke stated that under the new Policing Act, this would be possible.

Cllr. Dowling thanked the Gardaí for attending the meeting.  It was agreed by all present that this was an excellent forum of communication to discuss issues arising in the area and the members looked forward to further meetings with the Gardaí in the future.

Any Other Business
Cllr. Dowling raised an issue arising at the area between Abbeylands social housing estate and the soccer grounds.  He asked that action be taken to clean up what is permanent dumping in the estate, which is in the ownership of Waterford City Council.  He said if the area was leased to the soccer club it might help to solve the problem.

Cllr. Breathnach said he understood that Waterford City Council had applied for Department funding to address this issue.  He stated that he was to attend a meeting with the various bodies involved regarding this issue and he agreed to forward information on the outcome to Frank Stafford.  Following on from this, it was agreed that a letter would be issued to Waterford City Council.

Cllr. Dunphy raised the issue of Carrigeen water supply, saying that the matter needed urgent action.
He also asked if there would be a possibility of putting reflectors at the outer edges of the built-out sections of the traffic calming measures in Mooncoin.  F. Stafford stated that there was no requirement under the scheme, but he agreed to examine the matter.
Cllr. Long asked about the position regarding the Mooncoin Sewerage Scheme.

P. O’Neill stated that legal action was being taken against the Developer on a number of issues and that 5 summons’ had been issued.

F. Stafford stated that works on the sewerage scheme were progressing satisfactorily and it was hoped that the scheme would be fully operational by the end of March 2006, but that this timeframe delivery was subject to the installation of a 3 Phase ESB supply.

Cllr. Breathnach mentioned the marvellous recreational facilities at Castlecomer and at Woodstock and asked if a similar outdoor recreational facility could be looked at for South Kilkenny.
P. O’Neill stated that a number of flagship projects had been identified for funding in 2006 with a sum of €200,000 being set aside for a project in the Ferrybank Area for a major recreational facility – negotiations were ongoing in this regard.  This was in addition to an allocation of €300,000 under the Development Contribution Scheme for the Piltown Electoral Area.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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