MINUTE OF FORWARD PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY, 2ND FEBRUARY, 2006 IN MEETING ROOM 1, COUNTY HALL, JOHN STREET, KILKENNY  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:
Cllr. Michael Lanigan, Kevin Connolly, Cllr. Tom Maher, John Burke, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Cllr. Betty Manning, 
Cllr. Dixie Doyle, Cllr. Richard Dowling, Denis Guilfoyle.

In Attendance:
Philip O’Neill Director of Services, Martin Mullally Senior Executive Officer, Denis Malone Senior Planner, Deirdre Morrissey Graduate Planner, Anne-Marie Kavanagh A/Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies:
Cllr. Tomás Breathnach
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Item 1

-
Minutes of Meeting of 17th of November 2005

Proposed by:

Cllr. Betty Manning

Seconded by:

Cllr. Tom Maher
Item 2

-
Rural Housing Policy

Denis Malone, Senior Planner, advised that the new Rural Housing Guidelines had been adopted on Monday, 16th of January, 2006.  A copy of Variation No. 8 of Kilkenny County Development Plan pertaining to the Guidelines was given out to the members of the meeting and Mr. Malone gave a comprehensive report on same.  The Forward Planning Section held workshops etc. and a sub-committee was set up which was made up of six elected members and planning staff.  The committee met 7/8 times and produced the draft Policy.  

The new Guidelines will be in place until the end of the current County Development Plan (which will be reviewed towards the middle of the year) and the new Policy can be reviewed at that stage.

Philip O’Neill, Director of Services stated that it is to the credit of Kilkenny County Council that such a Policy is in place and will be reviewed in a relatively short period of time.  

Kevin Connolly raised the question as to whether checks were being done on the new sewerage treatment systems to see if they are working effectively or not.  He made the point that water quality had improved in recent years.  Denis Malone replied that, at present, there is no system in place for the monitoring of these systems and that perhaps it would be an area for the Environment Section to look at.  

Philip O’Neill stated that this issue is currently being discussed at National Level and he agreed to raise the issue at National Level.
Cllr. Tom Maher queried whether it may be an issue for the Planning Enforcement Section and Cllr. Michael Lanigan stated that there may be a legal issue with regard to the entering of land to check the treatment systems if no complaints had been made to the Local Authority initially.  

It was agreed to invite Pat Foley, Senior Engineer, Environment Section to speak at the next SPC meeting on the matter.

Cllr. Malcolm Noonan welcomed proposal to prepare design guidelines which will deal with issues of aesthetics, sitings, finishes etc.  Philip O’Neill added that the Planning Authority had already been in consultations with some builders regarding design & finish etc. of new developments.
Contributions were made by Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Denis Malone and Philip O’Neill.
Item 3

-
Local Area Plans

Deirdre Morrissey, Graduate Planner gave a report on the status of Local Area Plans and referred to the Programme of Local Area Plans handout given to the members.
Philip O’Neill confirmed that the next stage of the LAP process will be referred back to the area committee members for their information, as per the recommendation made at the meeting of the 17th of November last.

Cllr. Lanigan commended the Forward Planning Department on the number of Plans drawn up to date and the work done to date in relation to same.  

Philip O’Neill said that a lot of queries had been received regarding the over-development of certain areas and whether the villages can cater for such an influx of development.  He confirmed that in-depth studies and meetings with these communities will be carried out in relation to this matter.
Contributions were made by Cllr. Dixie Doyle, Cllr. Tom Maher, Philip O’Neill, Cllr. Dick Dowling and Denis Malone. 
Item 4               -
Forward Planning Operational Programme 2006


Martin Mullally gave an overview of the Operational Programme proposed for the 

coming year. He referred to the handout which had been provided to the members of the 
meeting which outlines the programme of works to be undertaken during 2006. 
It was suggested that Cormac O’Sullivan, Conservation Officer attend the next SPC 

meeting.

Contributions were made by Cllr. Dick Dowling, Cllr. Dixie Doyle, Philip O’Neill and 

Kevin Connolly.

Item 5        
-
Dates for 2006 Meetings

The following dates were suggested for SPC1 meetings in 2006:-

Thursday, 6th of April

Thursday, 15th of June

Thursday, 28th of September

Thursday, 23rd of November

Item 6
-
Any Other Business

Cllr. Michael Lanigan confirmed that a reply had been received from the Department 

regarding Wind Energy Guidelines.  It is hoped that a decision on the status of the draft 

guidelines will be made before the end of March. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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