Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 24th  January, 2006, at County Hall, Kilkenny.
In the Chair:
Cllr. Bobby Aylward.

Also present:
Cllrs. J. Cody, P. O’Neill, J. Brennan, C. Long, M. Brett.



Ms. Y. Moriarty, Mr. B. Madigan.

Officials:
John McCormack, Director of Services, Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, T. Wright, Staff Officer, L. Teehan, Staff Officer.


Jim Ryan, Tenant Liaison Officer, A.M. Robinson, Estate Management


Officer.

Apologies:
Mr. I. Shannon and Ms. E. Divine.

At the outset the Chairman welcomed Mr. B. Madigan as a new member to the SPC Committee.  Mr. Madigan is a representative of the farming community.  He also welcomed Ms. A.M. Robinson, newly appointed Estate Management Officer to Kilkenny County Council.
Minutes of Meeting of 6 September, 2005:

The Minutes of the previous meeting were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. Joe Cody and seconded by Cllr. M. Brett.

Scheme of Letting priorities – social housing:

Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, advised that the draft scheme which was circulated was prepared jointly by Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council.  In preparation of the draft officials had examined the schemes of other Local Authorities. 
She outlined a number of changes which required the consideration of the Committee namely:-

· Transfers (Item 4):

A transfer applicant to be made only one offer of a transfer.
Contributions: Cllrs. P. O’Neill, B. Aylward and Mr. Brett.

It was agreed this may be a topical issue, particularly for the members of Kilkenny Borough Council as their jurisdiction is parish based.

· Former local authority tenants (Item 6) (S. Section 9):

Consideration to be given to allow a former local authority tenants to reapply for housing if they did not abandon/surrender a local authority dwelling in the previous five years.

Contributions: Cllrs. J. Cody, M. Brett, C. Long, P. O’Neill, B. Aylward, 

Ms. Y. Moriarty, Mr. B. Madigan.

It was proposed by Cllr. P. O’Neill and seconded by Cllr. M. Brett that abandon/surrender be considered as two separate issues.  It was agreed that former local authority tenants could re-apply for housing within five years if they previously abandoned a local authority dwelling and within two years if they previously surrendered a local authority dwelling.

Cllr. M. Brett queried 4(a) regarding transfers, i.e., tenant must have a clear rent account for a continuous period of 3 months.  He suggested the 3 month period be extended to perhaps 6 months.  
Contributions: Cllrs. C. Long, B. Aylward, P. O’Neill and Ms. Y. Moriarty.  It was agreed that the period remain at 3 months.

Cllr. J. Cody queried 4(h) regarding transfers i.e., transfer applicant must have been tenant of their present dwelling at least 2 years. He suggested this period be reduced to 1 year.  Contributions: Cllrs. P. O’Neill and C. Long.  

It was agreed the period remain at 2 years.
Review of Disabled Persons Grant:

Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer confirmed that the following changes had been included in the new scheme.

(2.3) No grant will be paid if works/alterations are carried out to the property prior to the issue of written grant approval from the Council to the applicant.

(3.3) The Senior Medical Officer will recommend if Occupational Therapist report is required.

(3.4) The applicant will be requested to submit three detailed quotations from registered contractors.  The contractor must be registered and have a current C2 Tax Clearance Certificate.

(3.11) Payments will issue strictly subject to financial funding being available when claim is submitted .
Contributions from Cllrs. C. Long and P. O’Neill.

Changes to the scheme were proposed by Cllr. C. Long and seconded by Cllr. M. Brett.

Scheme of Letting Priorities – Affordable Housing:

Ms. Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer confirmed the only change in the scheme as being increase in maximum loan to €185,000.  The income limits for applicants have also been increased.

The changes to the Scheme were proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and Cllr. M. Brett.

Traveller Horse Project:

John McCormack, Director of Services, updated the Committee regarding the horse project.  He advised that the Project was currently looking for land to rent until the end of this year.  No site has yet been identified.  It has become apparent there may not be capital funding available from the Department of Agriculture for the purchase of land for this project.
Contributions: Cllrs. B. Aylward, P. O’Neill, Ms. Y. Moriarty.

Review of Homeless Strategy:

Ms. Anne Maria Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, confirmed this strategy was with the Health Service Executive for consideration.  It is also to be discussed by the Homeless Forum at their next Meeting. This item to remain on the Agenda for the next meeting of the SPC.

Any other business:

The Committee discussed the Safe Home Programme and the up to date position regarding travellers parked at Glenmore.

Fix date and time for next Meeting:

The next Meeting of the Committee is to be held on Tuesday, 7 March, 2006.

At this point the Meeting opened to all Members of Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council. Cllr. B. Aylward welcomed Mr. Ciaran Hayes, Director of Services, Galway City Council and invited him to make his presentation on 

anti-social behaviour
The presentation outlined Galway City Council’s approach to dealing with anti-social behaviour both prior to the establishment of the SPC and afterwards.
Cllr. B. Aylward on behalf of the SPC Committee thanked Mr. Hayes for his very informative and interesting presentation. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ____________________________      Date: ______________________ 

             Chairman
