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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on Wednesday 22nd February, 2006 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery

In attendance:
Cllrs. Maurice Shortall, Matt Doran, Malcolm Noonan, Pat Fitzpatrick, Michael Rice, Trish Finnegan and Sean Fitzpatrick

Also present:

Philip O’Neill = Director of Services, Pat Foley – Senior Engineer, 

Carol McCarthy – Senior Executive Engineer, Ciaran Cormican – Chief Fire Officer, Frank Dunne – Assistant Chief Fire Officer & Joan Rochford, A/Assistant Staff Officer. 

Apologies:

Cllr. Catherine Phelan Holden

At the outset the chairperson, Cllr. Catherine Connery welcomed all present to the meeting. 

Item 1.
Minutes of SPC 3 Meeting held on 16th November, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran. and agreed :-

 “That the minutes of the Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 – Environment Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on 16th November, 2006, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

Matters Arising. 

· Freshford Fire Station - Frank Dunne stated that progress had been made and work was imminent.

· FAIR TRADE - Cllr. Malcom Noonan gave a presentation on FAIR TRADE and presented slides giving an account of his visit to Jinotega in 2005

Cllr Connery thanked Cllr. Noonan for his informative presentation.

Superquinn in Kilkenny were commended for the way they highlight FAIR TRADE products in their Market Cross Store.

FAIR TRADE fortnight takes place from 8th March 2006 to 18th March 2006.

It was recommended that a sign be erected on the outskirts of Kilkenny City advertising “FAIR TRADE CITY”.

Contributions from – Cllr. C. Connery, M. Shortall, P. Fitzpatrick & M. Rice

· Major Emergency Plan – Mr Frank Dunne , Assistant Chief Fire Officer presented a strategy for the Major Emergency Plan

Cllr. Connery thanked Frank for this very interesting presentation.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and agreed:-  

“That Mr. Dunne be invited to present the Major Emergency Plan to 

the full Council”

Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery and seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and agreed:-

“That thanks should be conveyed to Kilkenny Fire Services on the work they do on our behalf”

2) Temporary Signage Policy.

Ms. C. McCarthy, Senior Executive Engineer pointed out that due to public complaints regarding the proliferation of signage erected around the county, Kilkenny Local Authorities agreed a revised signage licensing policy which came into effect on the 1st October, 2003

· Subject to planning law, signage may only be erected on private property with prior written consent of the landowner.

· Before any signage is erected on public property the prior written consent of the local authority is required.

· The following types of events can be licensed by the Area Offices:

Cultural

Social

Sporting

Recreational

Educational

Political

Religious

Circus

Funfair


Entertainment

& other events traditionally run by non-profit making societies.

· Each licence shall be issued in writing by the local authority and shall be subject to conditions particularly regarding road safety.

· The fee is €5.00 per sign- 50% of which is refundable if the signs are removed within seven days after the event has taken place

Mr. P. Foley stated that it was necessary to maintain an element of control on signage on public roads. Unauthorised commercial signage on our roads was controlled by issuing of a litter fine for each unauthorised sign erected.

Mr. P O’Neill stated that uncontrolled signage leads to confusion on our roads especially for visitors or those who may not be familiar with the roads in the county or city. He stated that Billboard signs needed planning permission.

It was agreed that a resolution would be forwarded to the Department of Environment, Heritage nad Local Government as Follows :-

“ In relation to licencing by Planning Authorities of signage on public roads, that there should be a reduced annual fee for small local enterprises”. 

Contributions by Cllrs. C. Connery, J. Coonan, M. Doran, M. Shortall, M. Noonan & P.Fitzpatrick.

3) Regional Waste Management Plan Review- Update

Mr. P. Foley stated that all submissions in relation to the review, which had been received were presently under consideration. 

4) EPA Report – National Waste Report, 2004
Mr. P. O’Neill summarised the main findings as follows :-

· Need to ensure there were adequate Construction & Demolition sites available to deal with increased economic activity and to curb use of illegal sites

· Reduce waste generated – decouple from economic activity. 

· Waste Prevention Programme.

· Major Civic Amenity Site for South Kilkenny.

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Shortall, M. Noonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Rice & C. Connery.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Doran seconded by Ms. T. Finnegan

“That a letter would be issued to management and staff of Dunmore Civic Amenity Site, congratulating     them on the excellent work that are doing.”

It was agreed to arrange a meeting with all Private Domestic Refuse Collectors in the nest four weeks to encourage increased collections in rural areas.

M. P. Foley said that a questionnaire will be available for completion by members of the public who require a refuse collection in their area.  The questionnaire to be given to Domestic Refuse Collectors. 

5) Schedule of SPC 3 Meetings for 2006

The following schedule of meetings for 2006 were agreed:-

· Wed. 22nd February, 2006 at 3 p.m. in Main Meeting Room, County Hall

· Wed. 24th May 2006 at 3 p.m. in Main Meeting Room, County Hall

· Wed. 20th September 2006 at 3 p.m. in Main Meeting Room, County Hall

· Wed. 24th November 2006 at 3 p.m. in Main Meeting Room, County Hall

6) Any Other Business

(i) South East River Basin

Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick will attend the South East River Basin Meeting in early March and report back to at next meeting. .

(ii) Meeting with Private Refuse Collectors.

It was agreed that a report on the outcome of meeting with private refuse collectors would be prepared for the next SPC 3 meeting.

Contributions from Cllr. C. Connery

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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