Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 5  - Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Education/Choiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaoin, Cultúr, Oidheacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas.

of the 2nd February 2006
Present:
Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr. Tom Brennan, Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Cllr. John Coonan, Breda McDonald, Coilín O’Drisceoil
Apologies:
Jackie Kennedy

In Attendance:Tony Walsh, Dearbhala Ledwidge, Louise Allen, Nicola Heeshan and Maura Hickey.

Item 1

Minutes of meeting of 3rd, November 2005 were adopted on proposal of Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Cllr. Tom Brennan.

Item 2 Heritage
Dearbhala Ledwidge gave an account of the current position on all Heritage items listed on the agenda.  There was particular interest in the Graveyard grants and a discussion followed on conservation and preservation of the graveyards. It was noted that the grant for this project has been doubled by the County Council to €30,000 for 2006.
Item 3 Sports

Cllr. Ann Phelan welcomed Nicola Keeshan the new Co-ordinator for Kilkenny Recreation Sports Partnership and introduced her to the committee.
Nicola gave an account of her experience, past positions and reported on the current status of the strategy.  She also handed out copies of the Sports Strategy to the members. 

Scanlon Park

Tony gave an account of the works carried out to date on Scanlon Park and the proposed works scheduled for 2006 under the refurbishment scheme.  Tony also advised on the current position of the new swimming pool and sports complex to be located at Scanlon Park and on the financing of same.
Item 5 Arts

Louise Allen the Arts Officer informed members of upcoming events.  She also advised members that the advertisements for grants under the Arts Act were advertised in the Kilkenny People and closing date for this is the 3rd March 2006.

Reference was also made to the South East Development Forum and the proposed “Directory to the Arts”.
Cllr. John Coonan complimented both the Heritage and Arts Officers on their work.

Item 4 Schedule of meetings

The following dates were agreed for meetings for 2006.  Thursdays at 11.15am

	Month
	April
	June
	September
	November

	Date
	6th
	1st
	14th
	16th


Item 6 AOB
Coilín O’Drisceoil advised members of upcoming conference in Kilkenny Castle on the “Archaeology of Kilkenny” from 10th – 12th March and will send out invitation to the committee.

Cllr. Ann Phelan addressed the issue of public liability insurance and expressed her concerns on the adverse effect this would have especially on groups using the Public Libraries.  

Tony Walsh explained the directive from the IPBMI and how insurance should be dealt with.  

Meeting concluded.  Next meeting April 6th 2006 as per schedule.
Signed_________________

