Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held in Thomastown Area Office, Thomastown, on Friday, 28th November 2003 at 10.30 a.m.

Chair:



Cllr. T. Brennan


Present:
Cllrs. A. Cotterell, D. Doyle and J. Murphy

Apologies :
Cllr. W Ireland

In Attendance:


T. Gunning - Director of Services,





J. Dowling - Area Engineer, 





A. M. Doheny - Staff Officer,

Micheal Delahunty – Senior Executive Officer – Planning,
Denis Malone – Senior Executive Planner and 

Caitriona Reilly – Assistant Planner.

1.       Minutes of previous meeting held on 1st October 2003..
Proposed by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. Cottrell and agreed.  
Matters Arising.

Cllr. Cottrell and Cllr Doyle asked about extending the carpark at Cappagh Cemetery and was advised by Mr. Gunning that this issue should be raised during estimates discussions.

Cllr Murphy raised the issue of Coppenagh Cross and Mr. Dowling advised that he has discussed this issue with Ian Gardner. A Low Cost Remedial Scheme was carried out here previously. Mr Gunning advised that the criteria is changing to include hazardous sites and not just accident sites. The matter would be investigated further before Christmas.

In response to a query from Cllr. Doyle, Mr. Gunning stated that funding for the proposed one-way-traffic-system for Thomastown would be on the N.R.A. December meeting agenda for discussion. He assured members that all proposals will be open for consultations with the residents and business owners of Thomastown.

Mr. Gunning undertook to raise the position in relation to Kilkenny Road, Thomastown and Murphy’s bend at his next meeting with the D.O.E.L.G.
Mr. Dowling agreed to price Sim Langton’s lane.
Cllr. Cottrell spoke about a dangerous junction at Kilfane at the turn-off to the handball alley. The post and wire fence here is overgrown with briars and visibility from the Thomastown side is poor. He also spoke of a ramp at an entrance at Kilmanaghan where the road was recently surfaced which is causing damage to vehicles.

In response to a query from Cllr. Brennan, Mr. Gunning advised that he had spoken to both John McCormack and Kieran Fitzgerald about the area reserved for housing at Bennettsbridge. This area was reserved for housing and they would be very anxious that this would go ahead. After some discussion, it appeared that councillors and officials were referring to different areas and it was agreed to have a map of the area for the next meeting.

Cllr. Doyle asked if Stroan Fountain could be restored and A M Doheny agreed to raise the matter with Dearbhala Ledwidge.

Mr. Dowling confirmed that road repairs had been carried out at both Knockmahon and Kyle Bridge.    

2.     Development Contribution Scheme.
Mr. Gunning explained that €800,000 had been allocated for the roads element of the Development Contribution Scheme to cover road issues and this has been split evenly between the five areas leaving €160,000 to be spent of footpaths, special works and traffic management in the Thomastown area. Proposals for this money were circulated by Mr. Gunning and Mr. Dowling and after some discussion, these proposals were proposed by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. Doyle and agreed.

Cllr. Cottrell asked about traffic management outside Inistioge National School and after some discussion, Mr. Gunning agreed that if the planning issues with the nearby developer were resolved, he would have this area considered for a Low Cost Safety Measure Scheme.  
3.   Housing Maintenance Report. 
Following the recent Housing S.P.C. meeting, councillors requested that a report be circulated at each end of year area meeting outlining the position in relation to housing maintenance. 
A M Doheny circulated a report showing the position for the Thomastown area. She also advised that the Council are concentrating this year on replacing windows and putting in central heating etc. in a number of the older houses in the area. Councillors were asked to notify the area office of any repairs requests they receive

4.    Any Other Business.
Cllr. Cottrell:- 

· Road from Inistioge to Graiguenamangh – potholes.

· Asked that hedge notices be served from Kiltown Cross down to Murphys.

· Asked for stop signs at Coolnamuck Road.

· Directional sign for Thomastown at J Lawless’, Inistioge.
· Coolnamuck Lane – advised by J Dowling that potholes would be filled on receipt of CIR application.
Cllr Murphy:-

· Request for a deputation from a Graiguenamanagh Area Group for next area meeting – agreed by councillors.

· Manholes in Jim Dunne’s garden need to be lowered.

· Request for up to date position on dog shelter in Paulstown for next meeting.

· Dyke near Hennessy / Cullen in Coppenagh.

· Litter at Recycling bins in Knocktopher and other areas – agreed to inform Environment.

· Requested Public Lighting to be discussed at next meeting.
·  Powers Lane, Paulstown – potholes – this is included in the 5 year plan.

· Flooding, Mill Road, Inistioge – Mr. Dowling outlined the position.
Cllr. Brennan:-

· Stop sign at Castlewarren – road from Ballasallagh to Cainsbridge.

· Lining at junction at Loughlins.

5.    Local Area Plans – Inistioge and Ballyhale.
A short presentation on each of the Proposed Local Area Plans for Inistioge and Ballyhale was given.  A brief background to the making of the plans was outlined, including details on the public consultation process.  For each plan, two topics were then examined in depth, outlining the issues emerging at the public consultation, and the response in the Plan including policies and objectives for each topic.  
For Inistioge, the topic of Housing and Population was examined in detail.  The concept of an Architectural Conservation Area for the village was also described and explained.  The topic of Transportation was the second topic, and the main issue here was a discussion on the alternative methods of removing traffic from the village centre.  
For Ballyhale the two topics examined were Infrastructure and Transportation.  The topic of Infrastructure encompassed issues such as the water and sewerage networks and flooding.  Transportation included traffic calming, traffic at the schools, and the provision of footpaths and lighting.   
It was agreed that the Knocktopher Local Area Plan would be discussed on Monday 8th in conjunction with the Callan Area Councillors, and that the Inistioge and Ballyhale Local Area Plans could commence their public display periods.  
The report on these minutes was agreed with the Chairman.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

