Callan  Electoral  Area  
Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting 

held in The Master’s House, Callan Area Office, Prologue, Callan, on  Monday, 13th. March 2006 at  2.00 p.m.
Present: 
Cllr. Tom Maher, Cllr. Matt Doran, Cllr. Wm. Ireland 
In 

attendance:
J. Dempsey, Dir. of Services, P. Graham, S.E.E.,  


W. Mernagh, S.E. Roads Dept.  D. Malone, S.E. 



Planner & D. Morrissey, Forward Planning Section.


B. Brannigan, Area S.O.
Chairperson:
Cllr. T. Maher.

Cllr. Maher opened the meeting and proceeded with the Agenda as laid out. 

Item 1: 
Minutes &  Reports -  
Minutes & Reports of meetings of the 16/11/05 adopted.
 Proposed by: Cllr. T. Maher        Seconded by:
Cllr. M.  Doran.
 Item 2: 
Matters Arising – 

Speed Limits Review:     Members sought an update on the Speed Limits Review – Mr. Graham confirmed that proposals for the Callan Area had been forwarded to County Hall for inclusion in the up-coming review.  Mr. W. Mernagh said the schedule would be ready shortly & members can make alterations or additions before it goes on public display at the end of April. 
Kells Deputation:       Mr. Graham has been in touch with their representative Peter Thomson and an allocation is included for footpath at the school in the Draft RWS to be discussed in item 3.
Item 3:

Draft Road Works Scheme 2006: -
Mr. W. Mernagh, Senior Engineer (Roads Dept) & Mr. Graham presented members with the Draft RWS Scheme & Development Contribution Scheme for 2006, stating that funding was up from last year. They answered members queries on the various schemes proposed. 
Cllr. Doran stated that he was bitterly disappointed that there is no provision for public lighting & footpath between Ennisnag & Stoneyford. He described it as “a half mile of treacherous road between two villages”.  Cllrs. Maher & Ireland concurred and Cllr. Maher also brought up the proposed lighting at the junction at Killamery.  Mr.  W. Mernagh is to explore all avenues for funding these projects.

With regard to the Community Involvement in Road Works Scheme, the allocation has been notified by DOEH&LG and offers have been made to applicants. 
The allocation for Local Improvement Schemes has not yet been notified.
John Dempsey expanded on the up-grading of the Car-park at Mill Lane and the involvement of Camphill. Members pointed out that a strict time limit be placed for carrying out the scheme, as the Camphill development has been dragged out for too long and to the inconvenience of the general public. 

Cllr. Ireland highlighted the poor visibility at the mouth of Ballyda Lane.

Cllr. Doran complimented staff on the work to date at Kilmoganny Village.

The need for traffic calming in villages was raised by all members, especially in the villages of Tullaroan and Kilmanagh. 

Cllr. Maher complimented staff on the new footpath provided on the Kilkenny Road. He endorsed the Draft Road Work Scheme for 2006 which was  adopted -         Proposed by: Cllr. Ireland   Seconded by: Cllr. Doran 

Item 4:
Proposed Action Plan for Stoneyford
Mr Denis Malone, SE Planner made his presentation. 
Comments were invited & the following were highlighted:

the desireability for a by-pass, instead of the proposed link road.
the Traffic through the village would otherwise still have a significant impact even when the new N9 is operational.
A burial ground should be provided or provision made for extending the existing. 

Item 5: Plan for Fair Green, Callan

Mr. Dempsey updated members - staff would be assessing the submissions from the public & various interested groups within the next 3 weeks. Mr. Dempsey would revert to members with the formal assessment of the submissions.
Item 6: Register of Electors

The members were requested to highlight any issues or views that they had in relation to the compilation of the Register of Electors, in light of the claim that there were more persons registered to vote nationally than were of actual voting age. It was agreed that the members would request J. McCormack D.O.S. to arrange a meeting with those compiling the register in their area and to explore the possibility of members attending Revision Courts, as had been the practice heretofore. This matter is to be taken up with the County Registrar by Mr. McCormack.   Members requested a meeting with Mr. McCormack on the matter as soon as possible.
Item 7: 
Any other business: 
Formulating a Quorum:   Members requested that clarification be given to the unique situation in the Callan Electoral Area,  in relation to the forming of a quorum. Would the attendance of the Chairman of the Council at the meeting make the Quorum in the absence of a member - to be checked with J, McCormack, D.O.S.
Ramps in Callan:   Members stated that the recently provided ramps on Church Lane and West Street were not effective as they are not high enough especially when compared with some ramps in Kilkenny The need for additional ramps in Chapel Lane and other locations in Callan and in villages in the area, was requested. Mr Graham pointed out that the ramps were 
installed to a standard and are not intended to be punitive to normal driving. He said he would endeavour to have a document prepared on a policy for ramps for Kilkenny for a consistent approach with regard to location and profile.
Cllr. Maher & Doran referred to the adopted Traffic Management Plan and requested that the bus-bay be placed away from the Supermarket entrance and adjacent the Allied Irish Bank.

Members also stressed the need for providing advance warning signs for the dangerous entrance to Duggan Steel Factory and requested that a sign  e.g. “Caution – factory entrance” - be placed near the Ballymack junction & the other one near Byrne’s entrance at Tullamaine as deemed appropriate..
Item 8: 
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, 7th June 2006 at 11.00 p.m. at 


Callan Area Office.


       
This concluded the order of business
_____________________ 


_____________________ 

Cathaoirleach 
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