Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 2, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 6th March, 2006 at 3.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan


Present:
Cllrs. M. Noonan, M. Brett, J. Cody, P. Cuddihy, 

P. Fitzpatrick & M. Lanigan.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 


B. Mernagh, Senior Engineer,
F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 9th January, 2006.
Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Ring Road Extension

T. Walsh clarified that when referring to cost implications in relation to the delay on the Ring Road extension at last area meeting, what was stated in minutes regarding ‘no extra cost’ was incorrect.

2.
2006 Road Works Scheme:

The Draft Road Works Scheme for 2006 was presented to the members by Billy Mernagh, Senior Engineer.  Much discussion took place and the members welcomed the increase in funding on last year’s budget.  While there was no allocation for surface dressing on non-national roads, the members welcomed the increase of €192,000 for footpath improvements (special improvement and discretionary works).  The Draft Road Works Scheme for 2006 (Kilkenny Electoral Area) was agreed by the members.
Cllr. P. Cuddihy asked if signage could be erected at Honeyberry’s Cross to indicate long distances, e.g. Portlaoise.  F. Gray stated that this is national road and the responsibility of the National Roads Authority.  It is normal practice by the N.R.A. that the first and final destinations would be signed on national roads.

Cllr. M. Noonan enquired about the provision of cycle ways on the Waterford Road from the roundabout on the Waterford Road to the roundabout at Smithsland.  T. Walsh agreed to investigate this.

Cllr. P. Cuddihy requested that an audit on traffic safety be conducted for all the schools in the Kilkenny area.

Cllr. J. Coonan requested that a plan for improved signage be prepared.  The Borough Council are developing proposals in this regard and when prepared, the implications for Kilkenny Electoral Area will be considered.

Cllr. M. Lanigan enquired about the review of Speed Limits.  B. Mernagh stated that this is presently being investigated in-house.  Consultation with Members, Gardai and the N.R.A., inviting suggestions, would have to take place regarding speed limits on national roads.  A Draft Speed Limit Review will then be drawn up and go on public display for comment.  All submissions are evaluated and the review will then go to the members for approval/amendment.  B. Mernagh also stated that there are guidelines to be adhered to in relation to location of speed limits.  Cllr. Lanigan asked if a copy of these guidelines could be re-circulated to the members.
Cllr. J. Coonan asked if efforts could be made in the interest of safety, to clean up centre islands, including signs, on roads where there are traffic calming measures.  F. Gray agreed to investigate this and also stated that the N.R.A. have a scheme in place where they carry out clean up/maintenance on national roads.  
Cllr. P. Cuddihy enquired about the provision of traffic calming measures at Seville Lodge, Callan Road.  B. Mernagh confirmed that the scheme for this area has gone through the Part 8 planning process and there is provision for the relocation of the crossing.  It is hoped to commence work later this year.

Cllr. M. Noonan asked if a notice could be placed on the Local Authorities Page in the Kilkenny People, requesting house owners with gardens bordering footpaths, to ensure that their hedges/ditches/trees are trimmed back.
3.
                                                                   NOTICES OF MOTION:


Cllr. J. Cody
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council seeks to provide traffic lights on the junction of Maudlin Street and the Dublin Road”.


Response:

T. Walsh stated that extra traffic lights would in fact cause more traffic delays in this area.  The Inner Relief Road and the Ring Road should alleviate the situation in due course.
2.
 “Kilkenny County Council seeks to provide a nameplate (Dublin Road) on the H.S.E. wall, Dublin Road, opposite Rothwell’s Bed and Breakfast”.


Response:
F. Gray confirmed that appropriate signage is already in place at this location.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick

1.
“That Kilkenny County Council take appropriate action to make safe the Dunningstown Road, Kilkenny, by the provision of proper footpaths, ramps or other means”.  


Response:
This was already dealt with previously.  There are no plans to upgrade this section of road in 2006.  However, it is adjacent to the line of the proposed Inner Relief Road.  When this is being constructed, the Council will take a fresh look at the entire vicinity of the new road, including this section of the Dunningstown Road.  Some improvements may be put in place at that stage.
2.
“That Kilkenny County Council resolve to carry out the appropriate works to improve the appearance of the entrance to the city from Glendine Heights to the top of John Street.  That the stretch of road be placed on a daily cleaning/maintenance programme with either Kilkenny County Council or Kilkenny Borough Council and that the pathways be cleaned and improved to where appropriate.  That overgrown trees and bushes along the full stretch of the road be cleared.  That the standard of the public lighting system be improved”.
Response:
F. Gray informed the meeting that he recently walked this stretch of road and found that there was one owner who needed to trim his hedges.  He also stated that given the time of year, it is not possible to cut grass.  The Kilkenny Borough Council sweeper maintains the Castlecomer Road area once a week as Kilkenny County Council does not have the manpower to do so.  T. Walsh stated that we will investigate a possible joint effort by both authorities to improve the area.

Cllr. J. Coonan
1.
“That Kilkenny Area of Kilkenny County Council commence the process of the appropriate restoration and refurbishment of Greens Bridge”.  



Response:
T. Walsh confirmed that the ultimate plan is to restore Greens Bridge to it’s former glory but can only do so when new bridge is in place as part of the Inner Relief Road.  He stated that when Greens Bridge is restored, it’s use will be restricted.  It was agreed, in the meantime,  to investigate the improvement of the railing at Greens Bridge.
2.
 “That Kilkenny Area of County Council introduce appropriate traffic calming to the stretch of roadway at Newpark Drive in the interest of safety for all road users in this area”.



Response:

F. Gray confirmed that he will be meeting with the some of the residents during this week.  
3.
“That Kilkenny Area of Kilkenny County Council, treat, with priority, the re-alignment of Hebron Road”.



Response:


This is part of the Ring Road construction site and the contractors are in control of same.
4.
“That Kilkenny Area of Kilkenny County Council, Initiate a clean up of Lovers Lane”.



Response:


F. Gray confirmed that he will schedule this area for a clean up as soon as resources allow.

5.
“That Kilkenny County Council, re-open negotiation with Scout/Guides Group representatives to provide the development of an integrated area facility at Black Quarry, Bennettsbridge Road”.



Response:
T. Walsh confirmed that numerous attempts have been made by him to gain cooperation of the Scouts Group but to no avail. These efforts were recognised by the members.  T. Walsh agreed to write to the Scouts Group representative again in the matter.
4.
Agree Report with Chairman
It was agreed that the following items be included in the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-  An outline report was agreed to include;

· 2006 Road Works Scheme

The Draft Road Works Scheme for 2006 (Kilkenny Electoral Area) was agreed by the members.

· Environment - Development Contributions Scheme
Works at Newpark Marsh and Westfield Park/Loughboy to be funded under this scheme.

· Speed Limits Review:

B. Mernagh stated that this is presently being investigated in-house.  Consultation with Members, Gardai and the N.R.A., inviting suggestions, would have to take place regarding speed limits on national roads.  
5.
Any Other Business

a. ‘Environment – Development Contributions Scheme’
Reports from Stuart Gethings regarding Newpark Marsh and Westfield Park/Loughboy were circulated to the members, and agreed.
NEWPARK MARSH: Proposed to fund works at Newpark Marsh through the development contribution scheme.  The various elements of the management strategy have been costed at a total of €55,000.

WESTFIELD PARK/LOUGHBOY: Proposed to begin work on the first phase at Westfield Park/Loughboy, this year and it is hoped to allocate €150,000 from Development Contribution Scheme for the initial work to be carried out in 2006.


b.   Planning – Development Contributions Scheme

F. Gray informed the members of funding in the sum of €350,000 under this scheme to be utilised as follows:  This was agreed by members.







Regional Roads

€100,000







Local Roads


€  50,000







Traffic Calming

€150,000







Surface Water Drainage
€  50,000










€350,000
c.   Yellow Boxes

Cllr. M. Brett asked if the yellow boxes could be repainted in the interest of safety.

d. Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick praised the works carried out at Dunmore and Cuffesgrange 

and asked that congratulations be passed on to all those involved.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
______________________ 


_______________________ 

Cathaoirleach
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