Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy including Sanitary Services, Fire Services, Emergency Planning, held on Wednesday 7th April, 2004 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the Chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery. 
In attendance:
Cllrs. Andy Cotterell, Catherine Phelan-Holden, Martin Carroll.




Mr. Pat Durkin, Mr. Pat Murphy, Mr. Malcolm Noonan. 

Also Present:
Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service, Mr. P. Foley, Senior Engineer, Mr. F. O’Dwyer, Senior Engineer, Ms. J. Rochford, ASO. 

Apologies:

Cllr. Joan Murphy and Ms. Deirdre Goff. 

Special Item
-
Woodstock Gardens

At the outset of the meeting Cllr. C. Connery informed those present that Kilkenny County Council had secured funding for Woodstock Gardens from Department of the Environment & Local Government in the amount of €1.2m

Mr. P. O’Neill stated that this eligible funding would be released over the period 1st May, 2004 to 31st December, 2006 and that a special meeting would be held in the near future to organise a programme of works for Woodstock.  He also stated that credit was due to Ms. Clare Murphy, Landscape Architect with Kilkenny County Council for her efforts in this securing this funding. 
Contributions by Cllrs. C. Connery, A. Cotterell, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Durkin and P. Murphy. 

Item 1. 
Minutes of meeting held on 11th February, 2004. 
Proposed by Cllr. A. Cotterell, seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and agreed.

Item 2.  
Sanitary Services Update. 
Mr. F. O’Dwyer, Senior Engineer gave a comprehensive report on the current situation with regard to Water Services Investment Programme 2003 – 2005.  He circulated a report detailing up-to-date position with regard to water supply, wastewater treatment in the city and county.
Cllr. C. Connery thanked Mr. F. O’Dwyer for his presentation. 

Contributions from Cllrs. C. Connery, C. Phelan-Holden, M. Carroll, Mr. P. Durcan, Mr. P. Murphy. 
Item 3.  
Development of Strategic Waste Management Plan for householders 


without a waste collection service.  
Mr. P. O’Neill stated that there is about 15% of householders in Kilkenny are without weekly waste collection.  The civic amenity at Dunmore is adequate for South Kilkenny and it is envisaged that a site will be found in North Kilkenny to facilitate householders in that area.  
Mr. P. Foley stated that a site near Waterford would be a possibility.  He stated that kerbside collection in outlying areas is running successfully and a civic amenity site in north of the county would greatly enhance position.  It was suggested that co-operatives could be set up in areas to organise mini-amenity areas around county. 

Audrey Mongan, Environmental Awareness/Education Officer was commended for her initiatives with regard to recycling and especially the launch of real nappies week. 

It was noted that newspapers form a large part of over-production of waste materials.
It was proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and resolved:-

“That we make a recommendation to the Department of the Environment & Local Government to look at problem of over-production of packaging including newsprint, magazines etc.”. 

Item 4.  
Update on Waste Enforcement action taken to date:

Mr. P. Foley updated the meeting on action taken to date as follows:-
· Eight notices issued under the Waste Management Act 1996 to 2003. 

· Three Enforcement Officers received trained in legislation and procedures. 

· Two administrative staff attended expert witness training. 

· Litter line telephone number established – 20 calls on average per week. 

Item 5.  
Development of composting concept with the public:

Mr. P. Foley stated that compost bins were proving very popular and there was a marked increase in demand for these from householders.  
Item 6.  
Any other business:

Mr. P. O’Neill stated that kerbside collection was now in place in majority of County Kilkenny and was working satisfactorily.   The only areas that the kerbside collection is not in place are areas that the Refuse Collectors are not involved in a collection service on a weekly basis.  
Mr. P. Foley to give follow-up on situation with regard to Green Mile Project at next meeting. 
Item 7.  
Fix date for next meeting:

The next meeting of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3 will take place at 11 a.m. on Wednesday 12th May, 2004 followed by lunch. 
This concluded business of the meeting. 

Signed_________________ 


Chairman

Date   _______________

