Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy including Sanitary Services, Fire Services, Emergency Planning held on 11th February, 2004 in the Main Meeting Room, County Hall, Kilkenny.

Chair: Catherine Connery
Also in attendance: Cllr. Joan Murphy, Cllr. Martin Carroll, Cllr. Catherine Phelan Holden, Mr. Pat Durkin, Ms. Deirdre Gough, Mr. Malcolm Noonan, Mr. Philip O’Neill – Director of Services, Mr. Pat Foley – Senior Engineer, Ms. Carol McCarthy – Senior Executive Engineer, Ciaran Cormican – Chief Fire Officer.
Item 1.  Minutes of SPC 3 Meeting held on 5th November 2003
Proposed by Cllr. Joan Murphy and seconded by Cllr. Martin Carroll.

Item 2.  Fire Services Report

Fire services report was circulated and Ciaran Cormican gave a detailed report on same.
Philip complimented the fire service for their work at Bergins Meat plant in Urlingford the previous weekend.

Item 3.  Enforcement Team and Complaints Register

Carol reported on the introduction of the Enforcement team in the Environment section.  She informed the meeting that Brian O’Donovan would be heading the Enforcement team.  The Enforcement section would receive 100% funding from the Department of the Environment for the 1st year reducing by 20% each year to the 5th year and would then cease.
She informed the meeting that Kilkenny County Council was the lead authority of the South East Region for Waste Collection Permits and that a regional programme for inspections of existing permitted operators would commence.  Checkpoints would also be set up with the assistance of the Gardai for stopping vehicles and checking if complying with regulations.
Tony O’Flynn and David Smyth as enforcement officers will investigate illegal dumping throughout the County.

The LGCSB is devising a system for registering complaints – these are being logged manually at present and the time scale for acting on more serious complaints is to be looked at.

A new litter hot line has been introduced. This is a free phone number and will facilitate the public in reporting incidences of illegal dumping and littering
Item 4.  Recycling
Carol McCarthy informed the meeting that four of the refuse collectors in the Kilkenny area have introduced kerbside collections and the scheme is very successful.  The Borough Council is introducing kerbside on the 23rd February ’04.  
Malcolm Noonan asked that the work Sadhbh O’Neill did with himself regarding composting be continued.  Philip informed him that provision had been made for this in the 2004 strategies.

Carol advised that many bring sites are being upgraded this year.
Item 5.  Litter Management Plan Launch and Implementation
The LMP was passed at the end ’03.  Litter and the Law leaflets were circulated
Dates for its launch were discussed. Malcolm Noonan suggested that sports personnel be invited to Litter launch. 
A float would be entered in the St. Patrick’s Day parade advertising recycling. 
Cinema advertising – using Kilkenny places and children in conjunction with National “Race against Waste” campaign.
Item 6.  Any other business

Cllr. Joan Murphy informed the meeting that the Leinster Fleadh was being held in Graiguenamanagh – she had concerns about the litter that would be generated in the area during the event – it was proposed that a meeting be arranged with Carol McCarthy, John Dowling (Thomastown Area Office) and Cllr. Murphy to discuss the situation.
Item 7.  Fix date for next meeting

The next meeting of the SPC3 will take place on Wednesday 7th April 2004 at 3.00p.m. in the Main Meeting Room, County Hall.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
