Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy including Sanitary Services, Fire Services, Emergency Planning, held on Wednesday 12th May, 2004 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
In the Chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery

In attendance:
Cllrs. Joan Murphy, Martin Carroll, Mr. Pat Durkin, Mr. Pat 




Murphy, Ms. Deirdre Gough

Also present:

Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Service, Mr. P. Foleu, Senior Engineer, 




Mr. Brian O’Donovan, Executive Engineer, Ms. Patricia Dwan, 




A/Senior Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Mr. Tom Gunning, Director of Service, Mr. Michael Delahunty, 



Senior Executive Officer.

At the outset of the meeting Cllr. Connery thanked everyone and in particular the external members for contributions made to SPC3 over the previous five years. She pointed out that SPC3 has been very successful.  She thanked the existing members of SPC3 and wished that this SPC would go from strength to strength.  
Philip O’Neill also contributed by acknowledging the work of SPC3 over the previous five years.

Agenda: Rural Refuse Collection
Pat Foley informed the meeting that 80% of households in the County are being serviced by a refuse collection. Upwards of 60% of these households are availing of the service.  
Civic Amenity site at Dunmore and the site at Rosbercon is being upgraded.  A new site in South Kilkenny is being sought and discussions will take place in conjunction with Waterford City Council so as not to undermine their facility.

Environmental Awareness Officers visits to schools and Community Groups will have long term benefits.
Pat Murphy questioned the policy on burning – Brian informed the meeting that under the Air Pollution and Waste Management Act that burning is an illegal activity from an Environmental aspect – back yard burning is uncontrolled and is specifically for disposal whereas burning in the open fire in the home is for home heating.  Dunmore Landfill will provide a facility for recycling prunings at a minimal cost, this will be mulched and used for capping cells, this is a condition of grant aid funding that composting site be made available.  An information board will be erected at the Civic Amenity Site showing the quantities recycled
Cllr. Murphy asked what is happening with hotel waste. Pat Foley informed her that packs had been delivered to 126 commercial food outlets in Kilkenny, Thomastown and Urlingford to date to control solid waste streams.

A question and answer session followed.

The Chairperson concluded by thanking Brian O’Donovan for his continued work at the Landfill, the staff of the Environment Section. Contributions from other committee members ensued.
This concluded the business of the meeting

