Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 3 – Environmental Policy, Fire Services and Emergency Planning held on Wednesday 24th November 2004 in Meeting Room 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the chair:

Cllr. Catherine Connery

In attendance:
Cllrs. Matt Doran, Pat Fitzpatrick, Catherine Phelan Holden, 




Malcolm Noonan, Maurice Shortall




Sean Fitzpatrick, Eileen Flynn, Ann Gibbons

Also present:

Philip O’Neill – Director of Services, Pat Foley – Senior Engineer,




Michael Delahunty – Senior Executive Officer, Ciaran Cormican -

Chief Fire Officer, Patricia Dwan – A/Staff Officer (Environment).

Item 1. Introductions
At the outset the chairperson, Cllr. Catherine Connery introduced herself to the new committee and welcomed each member of the committee.

Philip O’Neill introduced himself, Pat Foley, Michael Delahunty, Ciaran Cormican and Patricia Dwan to the committee. He apologised on behalf of Carol McCarthy – Senior Executive Engineer, Audrey Mongan – Environmental/Education Awareness Officer, Lynda Madden – Senior Staff Officer – (Environment).
Item 2. Role of the Committee
Philip O’Neill outlined that it shall be the function of a Strategic Policy Committee to consider matters connected with the formulation, development, monitoring and review of policy which relate to the functions of the Strategic Policy Committee and the Local Authority and to advise the Authority on those matters. 

Mr. O’Neill invited members to come forward with policy issues which can then be discussed at committee meetings.
A copy of Kilkenny County Council’s standing orders were circulated.

Sean Fitzpatrick asked how to put an item on the SPC agenda. Philip O’Neill advised it would have to go through the chair (Cllr. Connery). It can then be discussed and decide how relevant it is to policy.

Maurice Shortall enquired about issues the community sector may have. Philip O’Neill advised that any issues can be put on the agenda.  Pat Foley also advised that it was important that any issues go on agenda so that research can be done before discussion.
Item 3. Policy Issues for debate in 2005
Philip briefly discussed power-point presentation on policy issues. Each member was asked through the chair to prioritise areas/issues they would want to discuss during the new term of SPC3. Philip advised that an expert in any field could be invited to an SPC meeting.
Cllr. Phelan Holden – Implications on Nitrates Directive




CCTV at recycling areas




Special areas of conservation




Litter in villages/Litter bins

Cllr. Shortall - 
Refuse Collection




Salvage sites

Cllr. Doran - 

Temporary Signage

Sean Fitzpatrick - 
Geothermal/Solar Power

Cllr. Noonan - 
Reg. Waste Mgt. Plan update




Pay by weight/volume waste




Fairtrade




Local Agenda 21

Eileen Flynn - 

Education on Environment




Wildlife




Bituminous Coal Ban – area be widened

Ann Gibbons - 
Water Framework Directive

Cllr. Fitzpatrick - 
Composting




Bottlebanks




Newpark Fen

Cllr. Connery - 
Fire Services




Emergency Planning


It was agreed that the following items would appear on the Agenda for February ’05 meeting:

· Refuse Collelction in rural areas

· Nitrates directive

Item 4. – Dates for Meetings in 2005
Philip O’Neill informed the committee that there would be four meetings in 2005. P. Dwan to arrange schedule and circulate. Next meeting will be held on the 16th February 2005 at 3.00p.m. 
Item 5. – Civic Amenity Centre for South Kilkenny
Kilkenny County Council currently has one state of the art civic amenity site at Dunmore and is presently seeking a site in the south of the County.  The site would preferably be two acres in size and have a good access road.  Pat Foley has examined a number of sites in South Kilkenny but to date has had no success. He informed the meeting that Auctioneers in Waterford are aware of Kilkenny County Council’s needs.
Item 6. Refuse Collections in Rural Areas
It was agreed that a review meeting be held with the Refuse Collectors in Kilkenny to discuss issues particularly in rural areas.  

Cllr. Shortall asked through the chair if it was possible that Kilkenny County Council issue directives to the refuse collectors.  Pat Foley advised that the collection is privatised and the market dictates the collection service.

Philip O’Neill advised that the refuse collection in Kilkenny would be addressed comprehensively at the next meeting in February.

Item 7. Corporate Plan 2004-2009
Philip O’Neill informed the meeting that the corporate plan was at preparation stage.  A customer satisfaction survey with the public was being carried out.  This survey should give a comprehensive view of how Kilkenny County Council is operating.  Results of the survey would be available for the next meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
