Minutes of SPC5 Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Meeting/

Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaíon, Cultúr, Oidhreacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on 19th May 2004

Present

Cllr. Tommy Brennan, Mr. Martin Brett, Mr. Vincent Dempsey, Mr. Pat Kelly, Cllr Pat Crotty, Mr. Vincent Dempsey. 

In Attendance 

Ms Dorothy O’Reilly, Ms. Mary Butler, Ms Dearbhala Ledwidge, Mr. Tony Walsh, Ms. Sian Crane.
Apologies
Catherine Connery

Cllr. Tommy Brennan opened the meeting and welcomed the committee.

He announced that this would be the last meeting and that lunch would be provided in Langtons.

Mr. Jim Fogarty introduced Ms. Dorothy O’Reilly to the committee.

Arts Strategy

Mary Butler gave an over view of the past six to nine months through a power point presentation on the Arts in general.

Dates were also announced for the Duiske Abbey Concert which are being held on the 3rd, 5th and 6th of June.

Future projects were also announced by Ms. Butler, these are:

· The Development of the Knitting Project with LARC which will be based around characteristics of Autistic Children,.
· A website called ‘Endangered Studio’s’.
· Documentation commission including Drawings and Photographs.
· Drawing projects. 
· Stencil Projects.       
Discussion followed around the Chadwick Building and Mary stated that the size and nature of the space determines art work. Also the winning postcard was shown to the committee and it was announced that it was to be presented to the winner tomorrow and 500 cards are to be printed.

Heritage
Dearbhala gave a brief update to two projects currently running. These are:

The brochure Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages have been published and distributed to community groups throughout the county and it is one of a series that is to be produced.
Dearbhala also stated that if the need arises more copies could be produced.

Another project is Tidy Towns, liaising with BNS which is to be run throughout the county. The launch is to be held in mid June and will also incorporate Built and Natural heritage. A report will be compiled and the presentation will be in September. Funding from the project will be from the County Council and BNS.

Cllr. Tommy Brennan thanked Dearbhala. Jim stated his interest in the brochure and the   
importance of conserving and enhancing wildlife.
Discussion on Newpark Fen followed; with the suggestion that some of the €10,000.00 received from funding should go towards employing somebody to keep an eye on the area and also congratulations was given to Keep Kilkenny Beautiful for all the hard work that has been done in the area.

Libraries       

Mr. Jim Fogarty introduced Dorothy O’Reilly, Assistant Librarian. At the outset Jim gave a brief review of the library service.  The need for a library for South Kilkenny and a new Central Library for Kilkenny City was highlighted. 

Ms Dorothy O’Reilly gave an in-depth presentation on developments in the library service with particular reference to the WEBOPAC system and the online catalogue. ( A copy of the power-point slides are attached ). Dorothy expressed her gratitude for the support of the IT section. 
Review of SPC5  
Tony presented a short review of the work of the SPC5. He highlighted how the work of the committee has expanded in recent times. He also advised that the new Committee would convene in late September.
The meeting concluded with individual Members commenting positively on the work of the committee 

Cllr. Pat Crotty referred to the ongoing Tourism Survey and the support of the Local Authority for tourism. 
Mr. Vincent Dempsey announced his great pleasure of being involved with the committee and the professionalism of staff; also he stated that he was looking forward to the next period of the SPC5 and that he would be in a position to recommend on policy levels. 
Mr. Pat Kelly representing the Voluntary Sector, expressed how daunting the initial experience was. Mr. Kelly felt that the voluntary sector was at a severe disadvantage and he hoped that in the future the promotion of the Traditional Irish culture would be more developed and promoted.

Cllr. Brett acknowledging that he only joined the committee in recent times, made positive comments on all aspects of the Committee’s operations.           

Cllr. Brennan finalised the meeting by thanking the committee for their attendance and wished everyone the best for the future. 
That concluded the end of the meeting.       

