Minutes of SPC 5- Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Meeting/Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaion Cultúr, Oidreact, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on 3rd February 2005

Present
Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr John Coonan, Cllr. Tommy Brennan, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Cllr. Joe Reidy,  Breda MacDonald,  Jackie Kennedy, Cóilin O’Drisceoil.

In Attendance.
 Mr. Jim Fogarty, Ms. Mary Butler, Ms. Margaret Leahy, Mr. Tony Walsh, Mr. David Shortall, Ms. Maura Hickey.

Cllr. Ann Phelan, Chairman commenced meeting by welcoming everyone and wishing them a Happy New Year. Minutes of meeting of 29th November, 2004 were proposed and adopted by Cllr. John Coonan and Cllr. Joe Reidy respectively.

Item No. 2 on the agenda was the consideration of the “Arts Strategy”.  Ms. Mary Butler gave a full presentation and a comprehensive account on the contents of the Strategy.  She explained how it was compiled, and the considerations that were taken into account.  These included the following headings,

· infrastructure,



Partnership, linkages and County Council

·  inclusiveness,


Funding

· Actions,



Arts Office, Structure and roll

· Excellence and innovation.

Arts Officer.

Mr. Tony Walsh spoke briefly about the consultations that produced the draft and invited any submissions or recommendations from the committee.  He also explained that the final strategy will have to be made available in both English and Irish.

Cllr. Ann Phelan thanked the Arts Officer for the presentation and the hard work put into the draft strategy.

Cllr. John Coonan also praised the presentation and asked about funding.  The Arts Officer explained that since the FÁS schemes ended the Arts office relied on voluntary and good will to get exhibitions etc done.  Cllr. John Coonan suggested that support might be sought from Human Resourses.
Cllr. Joe Reidy enquired about the allocations for the Arts budget.  

Cllr. Michael O’Brien made an enquiry regarding the writers group space in the south of county.  He also suggested mentioning Grennan College, Thomastown in the strategy.

Mr. Cóilin O’Driscéoil congratulated Mary on the amount of work she had put into the strategy and asked if the Arts Office had a connection with the proposed “Integrated Cultural & Heritage Facility” 

Tony Walsh replied by explaining that an Arts Centre involves capital and running costs and a feasibility study is being carried out at the present. The new Arts Office at 72, John Street acts as a mini arts centre.
Cllr. Michael O’Brien suggested next meeting of SPC5 might be held in Thomastown Library.  Mr. Jim Fogarty explained that the library in Thomastown is being computerised in the near future and suggested that such a meeting should be postponed until the work was complete.

Ms. Jackie Kennedy gave an account of what she had encountered on a recent trip to the US.  

Cllr. Ann Phelan proceeded to next item on the agenda which was the “Corporate Plan”

Tony Walsh gave a brief presentation for the benefit of the non elected members on the contents of the Corporate Plan.  Following this Tony referred to an e – mail relating “James Hoban” Societies regarding architectural heritage who want to make a presentation to one of our meetings.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

