Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 –  Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services and other Policy issues held in County Hall, on Thursday 23rd February, 2006.

     Chair:
Cllr. P. Dunphy
Present:
Cllr. P. O’Neill; Cllr. M. Shortall; Cllr. C. Long.

Eamon Walsh., John Bambrick., Phil Funchion., Deirdre Gough.
Apology:
Cllr. B. Aylward

In Attendance: T. Gunning, Director of Services; M. Butler, Administrative Officer.

PRELIMINARY
At the request of Mr. T. Gunning it was agreed that the minutes would be discussed after Mr. T. Walsh outlined the position with Broadband in Kilkenny.

1.
BROADBAND 

Mr. T. Walsh outlined to the meeting the position with Broadband in Kilkenny.  He said that the main difficulty with the provision of broadband relates to the monopoly share in the market controlled by Eircom. This resulted from the government privatising the service and the network whereas in hindsight only the service should have been privatised.  Three companies are engaged in the provision of broadband throughout the country namely BT, Eircom and ESB.  

BT operates from existing railway lines while the ESB operates from pylons and Eircom from their network.  However, only Eircom and BT operate in this region in the provision of fibre optics.  Grant aid is required to enable the ESB to operate in Kilkenny.  If sufficient fibre optics are provided in Kilkenny then radio links could assist in providing greater coverage in Kilkenny.  

It was noted that the government has made a commitment to the provision of broadband in every school throughout the country.  While this was welcomed the meeting noted that the provision of broadband in schools would not be able to assist with the provision of broadband in other sectors of the community.  

Following further discussion in relation to how best to advance the provision of broadband in Kilkenny it was agreed that Mr. Tony Walsh and Mr. Tom Gunning will discuss the matter further with a view to bringing forward proposals to the next meeting of the SPC 2. 

2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of previous meeting of SPC 2 held on Thursday 24th November, 2005 were:

Proposed by Cllr. C. Long 

Seconded by Mr. P. O’Neill 

And agreed.  

3.        MATTERS ARISING
(a)
Bus Shelters
Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that correspondence had been received from Bus Ēireann in response to the Council’s request for the provision of bus shelters throughout the county.  In their letter Bus Ēireann stated that they are in discussion with a private company called Clear Channel Ltd., with regard to the provision of bus shelters in County Kilkenny.  

It was agreed at the meeting to await the outcome of the discussions between Bus Ēireann and Clear Channel Ltd., in relation to this matter.

(b)  
Sightlines on Rural Roads

The meeting was informed by Mr. T. Gunning that he had discussions with the Planners in the Council and Mr. Ian Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer, Road Design in relation to this matter. Arising from these discussions he said he was satisfied that the guidelines contained in the County Development Plan are being implemented.

(c)
Motorway Rest Areas and Service Areas.
The meeting was informed that correspondence had been received from the N.R.A. regarding motorway service areas.  The N. R.A. has indicated that rest areas will be located at appropriate intervals normally along the line of the motorway route which will provide basic facilities such as parking, toilet block and picnic areas. 

Service areas, providing more extensive facilities including fuel station, toilet block, parking, Garda enforcement area and restaurant/food outlet facilities, may be located at appropriate intervals, either on-line or close to interchanges along motorways. 

4 UPDATE ON NATIONAL ROADS

 Details of the 2006 National Roads Allocations from the NRA were circulated and discussed at the meeting.  In reply to a query in relation to the N8, 

Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that expressions of interest from contractors have been short listed to five.

· N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen – While it was acknowledged that the inspector’s report had been overruled by An Bord Pleanála it was agreed that his recommendations should be discussed further with the N.R.A.
· N9 – At the request of Cllr. P. Dunphy, it was agreed by 
Mr. T. Gunning that he will consult with the N.R.A. with regard to the provision of signs on the existing N9 relating to slow moving vehicles.  It was further agreed that correspondence with the DOE some time ago regarding slow moving vehicles should once again be raised with them. 

In addition it was agreed that the National Safety Council should be asked to carry out a publicity campaign with regard to road safety in general and the new penalty points system. 
5.
UPDATE ON SANITARY SERVICES
Mr. T. Gunning explained that the current priority list dated back to 1998 and that it was now time to have a new priority list put in place.  He informed the meeting that the new priority list will be brought to the next meeting of the SPC 2 for discussion.  

The meeting noted that Capital Schemes under € 5million have been partially delegated to local authorities and Mr. T. Gunning outlined the implications of this for the Council. 

 In relation to Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme, he said that a report on the Part VII1 procedure would be brought to the Council in March.  Contract documents in respect of this scheme are nearing completion and the Council will not be required to forward them to the DOE for their approval as a result of the delegation of functions now in place.  

With regard to the recruitment embargo in the public service, Mr. T. Gunning said that the Department is prepared to look at special cases such as the Water Conservation Project where approval was obtained for the recruitment of 4 extra people. 

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 25th May 2006 at 4.00 pm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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