Report on Strategic Policy Committee 2- Transportation policy issues held in County Hall on Tuesday, 7thth October, 2003.

The main issues addressed during the course of the meeting were as follows:

Item 1. Ring A Link.

A presentation was made by Mary Merrick, Manager, Ring A Link outlining the work of Ring a Link to date, services planned for the future and a submission for funding for aspects of the work of Carlow, Kilkenny and Tipperary South Riding Rural Transport Ltd. 

Item 2. Speed Limits.

It was noted that the Working Group on the Review of Speed Limits have issued a report to the Minister for Transport. Included in the recommendations is a general speed limit  increase to 62mph (100km/h) and 74mph (120 km/h) for motorways.  In addition it is recommended that the current 30mph in built up areas be increased to 31mph (50km/h).  It is further proposed that the speed limits on non-national rural roads be reduced to 49.7mph (80kmph).  

Item 3. Update on National Roads.

Changes currently being assessed  on the N9 route between Dunbell and Kilree due to constraints which have been identified in studies carried out since the publication of the Route Selection Report in March,2002 were discussed.

Item 4.Road Safety.

The need for improved signage on national roads was discussed and Mr. T. Gunning stated that he would be meeting with the NRA at the end of October and would raise this issue with them.

It was also proposed that a letter be issued to the IFA requesting them to advise all their members to ensure that halogen white lights at the rear of tractors are turned off when travelling on the roads at night.  In addition it was requested that the Minister be asked to include this as an offence in forthcoming legislation.  

Item 5. Bus Eireann

Agreement has been reached between the Senior Executive Engineer, Castlecomer Area and representatives from Bus Eireann regarding the location of a stop in Johnstown on the Dublin-Cork Express Bus Service. Official confirmation has yet to be confirmed by Bus Eireann.
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