Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 2 – Transportation Policy Issues held in County Hall on Tuesday, 7th October 2003. 

Chair:


Cllr. Bobby Aylward

Present:
Cllr. Mary H. Cavanagh; Cllr.Teresa Mullen; Cllr. B. Ireland; Cllr. Pat Millea; Cllr. Pat Dunphy; Martin Riches; John Wallis.

In Attendance:
Tom Gunning, Director of Services & Martin Butler, Administrative Officer.

1.
RING A LINK

Cllr. B. Aylward welcomed Ms. Mary Merrick, Manager, Ring A Link and Mr. Declan Rice  to the meeting.  A presentation was then made by Mary Merrick which included an update of the work on Ring a Link to date, services planned for the future and a submission for funding for aspects of the work of Carlow, Kilkenny and Tipperary South Riding Rural Transport Ltd.The main points highlighted in the presentation were as follows:

· 3 services are provided in Kilkenny i.e. North East Kilkenny, South West Kilkenny and South Kilkenny/Waterford.

· An average of 33 passengers per day avail of the service in Kilkenny at a cost of €7 per day approximately.

· Administration costs are covered by FAS and RTI funding. 

· Ring A Link propose to purchase a wheelchair accessible 14 seater mini bus at a cost of €35,000 which will reduce running costs per passenger journey to less than €2.

· A contribution of €10,000 is needed for IT equipment.

· A total of 1,006 passengers are currently registered with Ring a Link.

The presentation concluded with a request for funding from Kilkenny County Council in the sum of  €45,000 in respect of the minibus and IT equipment . It was noted that a contribution of €5,000 was made by Kilkenny County Council last year.

Following the presentation a discussion then followed and in conclusion Cllr. B. Aylward thanked Ms. Mary Merrick and Mr. Rice for attending the meeting and promised that the question of funding would be considered by the Council at Estimates time.  

On behalf of Ring a Link Mr. Martin Riches thanked the meeting for allowing Ring A Link the opportunity to make the presentation. He also conveyed his thanks and good wishes to Mary Merrick who will be leaving  Ring A Link soon and other members of the committee also joined with Mr. Riches in wishing her well for the future.

2. minutes. 

 Minutes of previous meeting of SPC2 held on 8th July,2003 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh and seconded by Cllr. T. Mullen.  
Maters Arising

(a)  
Waterford/Limerick Railway Line
The meeting noted the accident which had occurred earlier in the day on this line concerning a freight train carrying concrete which had a number of wagons derailed into the river Suir near Cahir. 

(b) 
Bus Eireann 
Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that representatives from Bus Eireann had met with Mr. Michael Murphy, Senior Executive Engineer, Castlecomer area concerning the request for a stop at Johnstown on the Dublin-Cork Express Bus Service.  He informed the meeting that an agreement had been reached between Mr. Murphy and Bus Eireann regarding the location of a stop in Johnstown. However he said that official confirmation of this had yet to be received.

(c)
Speed Limits 

Mr. John Wallis referred to the proposed changes recommended to the Minister for Transport in the report of the Working Group established by the Minister for the review of speed limits that apply to roads and vehicles in the State. A general discussion then followed and it was noted that included in the recommendations it was proposed that the general limit will increase to 62mph (100km/h) and 74mph (120 km/h) for motorways.  In addition it is recommended that the current 30mph in built up areas be increased to 31mph (50km/h).  It is further proposed that the speed limits on non-national rural roads be reduced to 49.7mph (80kmph).  

Under this scheme all the current road signs will be replaced with new versions containing the changed restrictions.  A public awareness campaign will accompany this scheme. It is estimated that the signage programme will cost €8million and the public awareness campaign will cost €2m.  

During this discussion concern was expressed by the committee regarding the transport lorries operating from Arcon Mines.  It was noted that complaints were received by some Councillors from the public regarding the route being taken by these lorries and the speed at which they operated. 

In reply Mr. T. Gunning stated that based on the planning application submitted by Arcon Mines it was a condition of their planning permission that their transport lorries 

would use only national routes and it was his understanding that planning permission would be required to alter the route.  He added that the question of speed is a matter for enforcement by the Gardai. 

Mr. J. Wallis also referred to the regulations in place regarding tachographs in goods vehicles and stated that in addition to the monitoring of them by the Gardai, the Dept .of the Environment have responsibility in relation to the analysis of the equipment.

3.
UPDATE ON NATIONAL ROADS
(a)
N8


Mr. T. Gunning informed the meeting that the Council will be ready to proceed to CPO by the end of the year.  He added that in order to advance to this stage the project will need the financial backing from the NRA.  At the present time he added there is no guarantee that this financial backing will be in place by the NRA.  

(b)
N9

Concern was expressed by some members regarding changes being considered on the N9 route between Dunbell and Kilree near Bennettsbridge. The changes being assessed arise due to constraints which have been identified in studies carried out since the publication of the Route Selection report (March2002). 

In reply Mr. T. Gunning stated that due to difficulties at Sheastown and Dunbell an alternative route was being assessed.This proposal would be the subject of face to face discussions with affected land owners followed by full public consultation in Bennettsbridge.  

(c)
Waterford By-Pass

At the request of the meeting Mr. T. Gunning undertook to circulate to the members a drawing of the Waterford By-Pass as it affects South Kilkenny.

4.
ROAD SAFETY
It was agreed that if necessary a special meeting of the SPC2 committee will be convened in the event of proposed legislation coming forward from the Department of Transport.  During this discussion Cllr. P. Dunphy referred to the need for arrows at right hand junctions and in reply Mr. T. Gunning said that he will be meeting with the NRA before the end of October and he will raise this matter with them. The need for improved signage on national roads was also discussed.

Following further discussion it was proposed by Mr. J. Wallis and seconded by Cllr. T. Mullen that a letter be issued to the IFA requesting them to advise all their members to ensure that halogen white lights at the rear of tractors are turned off when travelling on the roads at night.  In addition it was requested that the Minister be asked to include this as an offence in forthcoming legislation.  

It was agreed that the Gardai should be invited to attend the next meeting of the SPC2 to advise the committee in relation to road safety issues.  

Clllr. T. Mullen referred to the need for a traffic ramp in Patrick Street and the need for signs throughout the county to be kept clear and legible.

Fatality Statistics Signs

Mr. T. Gunning stated that it is proposed at National level to replace the existing fatality statistics signs with new signs relating to speed, penalty points and seat belts.

5.
CORRESPONDENCE
(a) 
Local Improvement Schemes
A letter dated 8th July 2003 from the DOE was circulated relating to Local Improvement Schemes.  The letter set out a positive response to the Council’s request of 27th May 2003.

(b)
Limerick/Waterford Express Bus
A letter dated 23rd July 2003 from Bus Eireann was circulated at the meeting.  The letter stated that Bus Eireann could not accede to the representations from the committee for an additional stop in Mooncoin. 

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
 (a)
Future of transport
Mr. J. Wallis said that he will report to the committee at the next meeting regarding future proposals for transport  etc.  

(b)
Bridges
Mr. M. Riches referred to work currently underway in the county on bridges and in reply Mr. T. Gunning said that extra funding was made available this year to the Council for this purpose.

The Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next SPC2 meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th January 2004.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
_______________



Chairman

Date:

____________

