MINUTES OF HOUSING & SOCIAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER,  2003 AT COUNTY HALL, KILKENNY.

 

 
In the Chair :      Cllr,. A Blackmore

 

Also Present:       Cllr J Brennan, Cllr. T Mullen, Cllr J Murphy, Cllr C Long,  Cllr T Maher, Cllr J Cody,  Mr. J Hennessy, Ms. Y. Moriarty. 

    

Officials Present:   Mr J McCormack, Director of Services, Ms M Brophy, Administrative Officer, Ms T Wright, Staff Officer.

Apologies: - 

Mr. A Brennan

 

Item No. 1 :          Minutes of Meeting held on 4th October, 2003 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th October 2003 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr Joan Murphy and seconded by Cllr. Cora Long. 

Matters arising from Minutes 

Following the presentation by the Safe Home Programme, Cllr. Teresa Mullen proposed the Committee  make a recommendation to the members of Kilkenny County Council that  a special policy should be introduced with regards to Returning Emmigrants. 

The Committee were advised that the Safe Home Programme did not expect Local Authorities to allocate their houses to returning emigrants but request that they encourage Voluntary Housing Associations to give serious consideration to returning emigrants. 

It was confirmed that Kilkenny County Council constantly liaise with Voluntary Bodies regarding all suitable persons awaiting to be accommodated by the Voluntary Bodies.  

It was acknowledged there are 11 applicants for the Safe Home Programme registered with Kilkenny County Council and this matter is to be reviewed early in 2004. 

Item No. 2           Report on Housing Maintenance.

 
A report on Housing Maintenance was circulated to the Members as requested at the last meeting of the SPC. 

Ms. M. Brophy, Administrative Officer presented the report and informed the Committee that the “pilot planned maintenance scheme” for 2003 had been successful and it was hoped the works on the 25 properties which were included in this scheme would be completed by the end of the year.  She confirmed that another planned maintenance programme would be introduced for 2004 which would concentrate on older properties, subject to resources being made available. 

Agreed that a report on the maintenance programme in each Electoral Area would be presented at the next Area Meetings.

Concerns were expressed by Cllr. John Brennan and Cllr. Teresa Mullen regarding the staff arrangements for the maintenance crews and also the position regarding number of apprentices.

Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services advised that the Housing Engineer was currently examining the staffing arrangements.  However he advised the Council has to adhere to approved staffing levels from the Department of Environment & Local Government and the government embargo on recruitment. 

Agreed that the committee forward a recommendation to the County Council that the full quota of apprentices be employed.  

Item No. 3           Review of Disabled Persons Grant Scheme.

Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services informed the Committee that he had recently attended a meeting with the Department of Environment & Local Government regarding this scheme.  He advised that since the review took place it has been working well and the Council hoped that the backlog of applications would be all processed by mid 2004.  The Department of Environment are currently looking at issuing national guidelines.  When same are issued Kilkenny County Council will review their scheme again. 

Mr. John McCormack stated that due to delays in the Community Care Section of the Health Board in Waterford, Kilkenny County Council have been advised to employ their own Occupational Therapist to deal with the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme.  

It was proposed by Cllr. Joe Cody, seconded by Cllr. Joan Murphy and agreed  that Kilkenny County Council should advertise for a private Occupational Therapist to carry out Disabled Persons Grant assessments. 

The Committee acknowledged the effort and work of Housing Staff  who undertook the review of the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme. 

Item No.  4     Report on Housing Construction Programme. 

 

A report on Housing Programme 2003  was circulated to the Members.

The Committee congratulated the Housing Department on their work throughout the year in relation to the Housing Construction Programme, given the shortfall in allocations earlier in the year from the Department of Environment

Item No.5

Housing Strategy 

Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services advised that the  purchase of the six houses at Malfield, Thomastown which were included in the report circulated on the  Housing Construction Programme were the first physcail manifestication of the Housing Strategy. 

He advised there are some schemes coming though which are presently with An Bord Pleanala. 

It was agreed to keep this matter on the Agenda. 

 

Item No. 6          Any Other Business.

 

Cllr. Ann Blackmore, Chairman informed the Members that this meeting was the last Strategic Policy Committee 4 Meeting she would be chairing as her term of Chairman was now complete.  She thanked all members and officials of the Committee for their co-operation.  

Contributions from Cllr. Joan Muprhy, Cllr. Tom Maher and Cllr. T. Mullen.  Mr. John McCormack also thanked Cllr. Blackmore on behalf of the Council Officials. 

Fix Date & Time of next Committee Meeting 

The next meeting of this SPC will be held on Tuesday 20th January, 2004 at 4.00 p.m.

 

 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

 

 

Signed:   ___________________ 

                       Chairman.

 

Date:       ___________________

 

 

