Minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting

Held in Council Chambers, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday 15th November 2004 at 10 o’clock
Chair:


Cllr M H Cavanagh

Present:

Cllr C Connery, J Brennan, P Millea & M Shortall

In Attendance:
J McCormack, Director of Services, K Fitzgerald, Snr Engineer, Housing Technical,  M Murphy, Area Engineer, N Byrne, Area Staff Officer.

1
Reception of deputation from Colliery Close and Clogh Residents


The deputation were unable to attend the meeting.  Michael Murphy agreed to meet the deputation at a future date with Cllr John Brennan.

2 Reception of deputation from Castlecomer Town Development, 
       Clogh Community Council and Moneenroe Community Council

The deputation was represented by Catherine Brennan

Catherine outlined various concerns in relation to the quality of the public water supply including discoloration and poor pressure.  She raised issues in relation to lack of sufficient notice prior to scouring being completed together with the quality of the water supply thereafter. M Murphy outlined details as advised to him by our Sanitary  Services Department in relation to ongoing works and progress being achieved.  The members requested that a full report would be obtained from our Sanitary Services Department and circulated to the members outlining details of both ongoing works and works proposed to improve the quality of the public water supply in the Castlecomer, Clogh, Moneenroe and surrounding areas.

3
Reception of deputation from Brookville Soccer Club

The deputation was represented by John McGrath, Niall Bolger and Richard Rudkins.

They outlined details of  the Brookville Soccer Club’s activities together with proposals to broaden the base of the Club in the future for eg the involvement of girls in the club.  Currently the Club are renting a playing field on a season by season basis from a local farmer.  The deputation advised the Council’s proposals for the development of the area are not what they had envisaged, the number of houses proposed for the site would not allow for the provision of a main playing pitch and all weather pitch without obtaining additional land. Both Kieran Fitzgerald and John McCormack confirmed their enthusiasm and support for the proposed development of the facilities as outlined and their agreement to meet with Club representatives as soon as possible to advance the proposed development.

4
Minutes of previous meeting held on 20th September 2004

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Catherine Connery, seconded by Cllr Pat Millea and passed.   The provision of a footpath at Tullavolty Road, Johnstown was raised.  M Murphy suggested that this item should be submitted for possible inclusion under the Development Contribution Scheme for 2005.    
5 Proposed development of the Old Railway Site, Ballyragget

K Fitzgerald presented to the members details of the proposed development of the Old Railway Site, Ballyragget.  He confirmed a main pitch will not fit where proposed by the Brookville Soccer Club allowing for touchline facilities, a number of options were discussed.  Both Council officials and members were in agreement in relation to the importance of the provision of facilities including both an all weather pitch and main pitch at this site which however, is dependant on obtaining additional land from the farmer whose land is involved.  K Fitzgerald and John McCormack again re-iterated both their enthusiasm for the development of these facilities and their agreement to meet with representatives from the Soccer Club to progress the proposed development of this site.

6
Development Contribution Scheme – allocation of funding

M Murphy advised the members of €245,000 available under this scheme for 2005 in the Castlecomer Area.  He requested that any suggestions for possible inclusion under the scheme should be submitted to him prior to the end of the month.

7
Items requested by the members to be included on the agenda

Painting of speed limits on roads within towns and villages was discussed which M Murphy confirmed will be considered.

8
Schedule of Area Meetings for 2005

The agreed schedule of Area Meetings for the Ballyragget Electoral Area for 2005 is as follows:

Four Area Meetings to be held in the year and such other Special Meetings as required.  The meetings will be held on the first Monday of every third month with the exception of June which will be held on the second Monday. The first two meetings of the year are scheduled to take place in Council Chambers, County Hall, the first at 10.30am and the second at 2.30pm, the times of the third and fourth will run in the same order as the first and second, however, venues to be fixed at the June meeting.

9 Any other Business

The availability of funds for tree pruning in Castlecomer in 2004 was raised which M Murphy advised were not available this year.  It is proposed to include funding for this matter in the 2005 Road Works Scheme.  Also, the requirement for works on the footpath at Clogh School was raised which M Murphy suggested should be submitted   for possible inclusion under the Development Contribution Scheme in 2005.  The members thanked the staff of the Area Office for the positive work achieved throughout the year.

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
