Minutes of Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Friday, 19th November, 2004, at County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

In the Chair:

Cllr. Bobby Aylward.

Also present:    
Cllrs. John Brennan, Pat O’Neill, W. Ireland, M. Brett, C. Long, J. Cody, Mr. Ivan Shannon and Ms. Emma Devine.

Officials present:
J. McCormack, Director of Services, M. Brophy, A/Senior Executive Officer, T. Wright, A/Administrative Officer, M. Newport, Senior Social Worker.

At the outset Cllr. Bobby Aylward, Chairman of the Committee welcomed the Committee and welcomed Margaret Newport to the staff of Kilkenny County Council.

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services, advised the Committee, the Council are currently in the process of preparing the Corporate Plan.  Consultation has been carried out with Council staff and the elected members and consultation with the public through customer surveys is about to commence.  It is envisaged the persons who led the consultation would update the SPC Committee in January/February, 2005.

Item 1: Mintues of Meeting held on 21st May, 2004:

The Members of the previous meeting of the outgoing Committee were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. J. Cody and seconded by Mr. I. Shannon.

Item 2: Disabled Persons Grants Scheme:  (Report had circulated to the members with the Agenda).

J. McCormack advised the Committee that due to the intense pressure on the DPG Scheme that the scheme was amended in 2004 with the introduction of a means test.  This has worked very well as the money is now focused where it is meant to go.

It is proposed now, however, to increase the household income limit to €20,320 (as per the national  scheme), subject to  the approval of the members of Kilkenny County Council – proposed by Cllr. Bobby Ireland and seconded by Cllr. Joe Cody.

Item 3: Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme – 2005 – 2008 (Copy circulated to members):

Ms. Margaret Newport, Senior Social Worker, advised that this programme was on public display from 22 October, 2004 to 22 December, 2004.  Same has to be adopted by the members of the Council by 30 April, 2005.  She stated that following the assessment of need there are 34 traveller families indigenous to Kilkenny County Council included in the Programme.

Cllr. Aylward referred to ongoing complaints regarding 2/3 traveller families in South Kilkenny.  He was advised the Council are endeavouring to find suitable accommodation for these persons.

Cllr. Long congratulated the Council on housing a traveller family recently who had been living in substandard conditions.

Mr. McCormack informed those present that an 8 house group scheme at St. Mary’s Halting Site, Hebron Road, Kilkenny, would be proceeding in 2005 (it is currently advertised for tender).  It was also acknowledged that St. Catherine’s Halting Site/facilities require upgrading.

The Committee discussed the idea of providing a horse farm in Kilkenny.  Funding is available from the Department of the Environment to set up a horse farm.  The aim of the farm is to have a safe place for the travellers to keep their horses – issues were raised regarding the viability of the project, managing and maintenance of the farm quotas etc.

It was agreed to keep this item on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.

Item 4 – Report from Meeting of Homeless Forum.  (This report was circulated with the Agenda for the Meeting):

The Committee were informed the Homeless Forum is an inter-agency group that meets quarterly – agencies include the Council, Community Welfare, South Eastern Health Board, Womens Refuge Centre etc.  Ms. Newport spoke about the importance of co-ordinating all the services.  She stated the main issue facing the Forum was the lack of a “vet facility” in Kilkenny.  It was proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward, that the SPC write to the South Eastern Health Board to urge them to prioritise this matter.
Item 5: Scheme of Letting Priorities: (Copy of same already circulated to members):

J. McCormack advised the Committee that the Scheme of Letting Priorities were the rules under which the Council allocates dwellings.  It is a reserved function of Kilkenny County Council to approve the Scheme under the Housing Act, 1988.  it would be appropriate that this committee would review the Scheme.
Cllr. Aylward expressed dissatisfaction of the procedure for housing allocations.  He stated the system which is in place is not suitable as the public representatives are not given an indication as to who are being allocated houses.

Contributions from Cllr. W. Ireland,  Cllr.  J. Brennan, Cllr. C. Long and Cllr. P. O’Neill.

J. McCormack stated that the Scheme of  Letting Priorities is fair to all applicants on the housing list.  Another alternative which maybe suitable is the introduction of a points based system.  The basis of this system is the persons with most points is allocated a house.  Cllr. P. O’Neill requested a report on the points system for the next meeting of the SPC.  Cllr. B. Aylward stated the Fianna Fail party are seeking legal advise regarding this scheme.

Mr. I. Shannon stated that there was no provision in the scheme for the letting of houses in Part V developments.  He was advised the same scheme is used for allocating all houses.

Item 6 – Programme of work for Committee:

A report was circulated to the Committee outlining the programme of work for the Committee.  The programme included – DPG – Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2004 -2008 – Policy on Anti-Social Behaviour, Homeless Action Plan, Private Rented Tenancies and New Rental Accommodation Scheme.
Any other business:

J. McCormack advised the Committee that planned maintenance was carried out to 50 dwellings in 2004 and a further 30 dwellings would benefit from the Programme in 2005.

Cllr. Joe Cody requested permission for Cllr. M. Fitzpatrick (Kilkenny Borough Council) to attend the next Meeting of the SPC as she has some issues in relation to housing.  He confirmed her visit was not for political reasons.  It was agreed that Cllr. Fitzpatrick  could attend – Mr. McCormack to write to Cllr. Fitzpatrick to request her to submit in writing the issues she wished to raise.

Item 8 – Fix date and time for next Meeting:

The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 11 January, 2004, at 4.00 p.m.,

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

Signed: ___________________________ 

             Chairman
Date:    ___________________________

