MINUTES OF HOUSING & SOCIAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 20th JANUARY 2004 AT COUNTY HALL, KILKENNY.

 

 
In the Chair :      Cllr. Teresa Mullen

 

Also Present:       Cllr J Brennan, Cllr J Murphy, Cllr A Blackmore,   Cllr. C. Long,  Cllr. T. Maher. Mr. J Hennessy, Mr. I. Shannon,  Ms. Y. Moriarty
    

Officials Present:   Mr J McCormack, Director of Services, Ms R. Kenny, Senior Executive Officer; Ms T Wright, Staff Officer.

Also Present:
AM Shortall, AM Kavanagh & D. Kelly – Debt Collection Section, Kilkenny County Council; Mr. Michael Saunders, MABS Co-ordinator; Ms. Julia Heffernan, MABS Money Advisor. 

Apologies: - 

Mr. A Brennan

 

Item No. 1 :          Minutes of Meeting held on 4th November, 2003
 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th November, 2003  were adopted on the proposition of Cllr John Brennan and seconded by Mr. I. Shannon.
Matters arising from Minutes 

Mr. J. McCormack, Director of Services advised the Committee that no guidelines had yet been received from the Department of Environment with regard to the review of the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme. He stated Kilkenny County Council will review their scheme again on receipt of these guidelines. 

Item No. 2           Presentation from Kilkenny Money Advice & Budgeting Service (MABS)

 
Cllr. T. Mullen, Chairperson welcomed Mr. Michael Saunders, MABS Co-Ordinator and Ms. Julia Heffernan, Money Advisor to the meeting and invited them to give their presentation. 
Mr. Saunders commenced the presentation by informing the Committee of the aim and role of MABS.  

He presented a number of statistics to the Committee such as increase in clients from 2002 to 2003; no. of referrals received from different agencies etc. 

He then explained the different methods of payment people could use to reduce their bills such as Special Accounts, Household Budget and Bill Pay. He stated Kilkenny County Council currently do not use the Bill Pay system and perhaps they should consider this option. 

An information pack was then distributed to all those present. Ms. T. Mullen, Chairperson congratulated Mr. Michael Saunders on the success of MABS and thanked the representatives for their presentation. 

Item No. 3           Planned Maintenance

Ms. R. Kenny, Senior Executive Officer informed the Committee that a “pilot planned maintenance scheme” for 2003 had been very successful.  She stated the Council had concentrated on households whose sole incomes were dependent on pensions.  25 properties had been improved with central heating and installation of pvc windows during the year in addition to response maintenance works. 

Ms. Kenny advised an assessment had been carried out on existing stock and it has been found that only 190 houses from the Councils’ full housing stock remain without central heating.  She envisaged all Council stock would have central heating and pvc windows within the next four years. 

The Committee acknowledged the success of the planned maintenance programme and congratulated the officials involved with same. 

Item No.5

Any Other Business
Cllr. Joan Murphy enquired the uptodate position regarding returning emigrants.  Ms. Murphy was advised the names of all the returning emigrants are forwarded to the relevant voluntary bodies when the Council are notified of a vacancy. 
Mr. Jim Hennessy enquired regarding the renewal of the SPC Meeting as he was aware their term as Committee members was almost complete.  Mr. J. McCormack advised the members that the SPC Committees will run its’ course in June.   He stated that the Council will write out to the relevant sector and ask for nominations in the next few weeks. 
Cllr. John Brennan proposed the SPC write  to Mr. Liam Keane who recently resigned as Social Worker from Kilkenny County Council and acknowledge the work he did with the Council.  This was agreed. 

Cllr. John Brennan also proposed the SPC send get well wishes to Fr. Gerry Joyce, Clogh who is unwell at present.  He advised the Committee Fr. Joyce had done much work with voluntary housing in Co. Kilkenny. This was agreed. 

Item No.6

Fix Date & Time of next Committee Meeting 

The next meeting of this SPC will be held on Tuesday 9th March, 2004 at 4.00 p.m. 

 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

 

 

Signed:   ___________________ 

                       Chairman.

 

Date:       ___________________

 

 

