Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 9th January, 2006 at 3.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan

Present:
Cllrs. M. Noonan, M. Brett, J. Cody, P. Cuddihy & P. Fitzpatrick.





Apologies received from Cllr. M. Lanigan for his inability to attend.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

At the outset the Chairman wished everybody present and their families a happy new year.

1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14th November, 2005
Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody, and agreed.


Matters Arising from Minutes:

a. Site at Circular Road

T. Walsh confirmed that the site has now been sold.  The members congratulated Mr. Walsh on his efforts in this regard.  


b.   Recreational Grant Scheme

T. Walsh informed the members that the Recreational Grant Scheme will be advertised by the end of the month and would welcome their contributions and ideas in due course.
2.
NOTICES OF MOTION:-


Cllr. P. Cuddihy
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council would consider naming the new Link Road (from Johnswell Road to the Hebron Road), “Pennyfeather Way”.  
RESPONSE:
This was unanimously agreed by the members and also, that the matter be brought before the full Council through the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation, for approval.

2.
“That Kilkenny County Council would look at road safety measures on the Dunningstown Road at Brannigans Corner and the stretch of road immediately north of the Weather Station at an area known as The Bower”.  

RESPONSE: 
The Kilkenny Inner Relief Road will cross the Dunningstown Road in the vicinity of the weather station with the junction format likely to be a roundabout. This will significantly reduce traffic volumes at Brannigans Corner. 

F. Gray agreed to investigate what other measures can be put in place with the Road Design Office and revert back to Cllr. P. Cuddihy in this regard.

Cllr. J. Coonan
1.
“That roadworks at the following locations be expedited as a matter of urgency;

· Kells Road
Road realignment from the junction at Upper Patrick Street to the Kilkenny Ring Road to include provision of pedestrian crossing at Upper Patrick Street at Deans Court.

RESPONSE:  
The formation of a panel of Consultants is currently being investigated for the design of small and medium size road schemes. The improvement of the Kells Road is one of the schemes that will be considered for design at this time.

· New Orchard Road
Road realignment at New Orchard Road (by The Fairways/Newpark)

RESPONSE:  
The scheme has been designed and we are currently appointing consultants for the preparation of Contract Documents. Construction work is likely to commence in summer 2006 subject to adequate funding being in place.

· Callan Road
Road realignment on the N.76 (Callan Road)”

RESPONSE:  
The formation of a panel of Consultants for the design of small and medium size road schemes is being investigated. Subject to NRA funding, the improvement of the N76 Callan Road is one of the schemes that will be considered for design at this time.

2.  “That public lighting and pedestrian facilities be put in place on the Bennettsbridge Road (From the newly refurbished part of the Bennettsbridge Road to the boundary of the Kilkenny electoral area, which is just before the bridge on entering the village)”.

RESPONSE:  
There are currently no plans to provide footpaths or public lighting on this section of road but if funding is forthcoming then this scheme will be considered.

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick
1.
“That Kilkenny County Council would investigate the possibility of putting in a footpath from St. Patrick’s Special School on the Kells Road to the roundabout at the Ring Road, as it is a serious danger for pedestrians using this road”. 

RESPONSE:  
We have submitted this improvement for funding under the Road Safety Remedial Measures Scheme. We will hear in the next couple of months whether we have been successful in getting approval for the scheme.

3.
Accommodation for Loughboy Area Resource Centre
T. Walsh informed the members that efforts are ongoing to secure accommodation for Loughboy Area Resource Centre in the Parc Na Gowan Scheme.

4.
New Link Road (From Johnswell Road to Hebron Road)

A Notice of Motion was also put forward by Cllr. P. Cuddihy in this regard requesting that the new Link Road (from Johnswell Road to the Hebron Road), be named “Pennyfeather Way”, in accordance with suggestion received from Mr. Francis McEvoy, Hebron Road, Kilkenny.  The members unanimously agreed and also that the matter be brought before the full Council through the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation, for approval.
5.
Agree Report with Chairman
It was agreed that the following items be included in the Chairman’s Report and Recommendation for the next meeting of Kilkenny County Council:-  An outline report was agreed to include;

· Recommendation that the new Link Road (from Johnswell Road to the Hebron Road) be named ‘Pennyfeather Way’.
· Low Cost Traffic Measures.

6.
Any Other Business


a. ‘Castlecomer Road Footpath:

The members congratulated the staff of Kilkenny Area Office for their work on the footpath at the Castlecomer Road.
b. ‘Newpark Lower’:

Cllr. M. Brett asked if a sign for ‘Golf Links Road’ could be erected in the vicinity of the new roundabout on the Johnswell Road.  It was agreed to investigate this.
c. ‘Bennettsbridge Road:

Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick raised concern regarding ‘bump’ in road at Sheastown on the Bennettsbridge Road and asked if something could be done to alleviate it’s severity.

d. Parsons Way – Kennyswell Road
Cllr. J. Cody enquired as to the origin of the name of a housing estate at Kennyswell, namely ‘Parsons Way’.  It was agreed to investigate this with the Planning Section.

e. Ring Road Extension
T. Walsh confirmed that whilst delays have occurred with works on the Ring Road extension, no extra cost would be involved.

f. Late N.O.M.’s received from Cllr. J. Cody:
1.
“That Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting seeks to provide a pedestrian crossing on the west side of the Brogue Maker Pub on the Castlecomer Road.
2.
“That Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting calls for Traffic Light to be provided on the Castlecomer Road in order that people can exit in safety from their houses”.

The potential difficulties with both of the above proposals were highlighted.  However, it was agreed that these matters be examined further.
3.
That Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting calls for the erection of a nameplate (Whelan’s Corner) at the end of River View on route to Marble Crest”.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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_______________________ 
Cathaoirleach 




Date 
PAGE  
3

