Minutes of SPC 5 Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Meeting/Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaion Cultúr, Oidreacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on 29th November 2005

Present

Cllr. Ann Phelan, Cllr. Tommy Brennan, Cllr. Joe Reidy, Cllr. John Coonan, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Jackie Kennedy, Brid McDonnell, Coilin O’Driscoll, 

In Attendance

Mr. Jim Fogarty, Ms. Mary Butler, Ms. Dearbhala Ledwidge, Ms. Miriam Cleary, Mr. Tony Walsh, Ms. Maura Hickey.

Cllr. Ann Phelan asked Tony Walsh to introduce the meeting.  Each member introduced themselves and gave a short description of the area they represented.

Minutes of last meeting circulated for information purposes only.  Cllr. Michael O’Brien asked about the €10,000 contribution to Newpark Fen.   Mr. Tony Walsh gave report on 

Shania Twain concert, the funding received and how it was spent.  Adoption of minutes proposed by Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Cllr. Tommy Brennan.

Tony Walsh gave talk on SPC structure and its involvement with Arts, Heritage, Library Service and Sports for the benefit of the new members of the committee. Tony suggested meetings to be kept informal and not take more than one and half hours.  This was seconded by Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh.
Dates, times and number of meetings for the year was discussed.  Cllr. Michael O’Brien suggested 11am starting time and finish by 1pm.  It was agreed to start meetings at 11.15am, suggested by Tony Walsh and seconded by Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh.
	Dates for meetings
	Feb 3rd.


	April 7th
	June 2nd
	Sept 1st
	Nov 3rd


Cllr. Joe Reidy enquired about budgets for this SPC with regard to the attendance of non-elected members to attend conference.

Arts

The new Arts Office is located at 72, John Street, with space for exhibitions, talks and workshops.  Ms Mary Butler, Arts Officer gave an account of the Arts Strategy and explained that the final draft is back with the consultants.  This draft will be presented in January. Mr. Tony Walsh suggested that the Arts Strategy be discussed at the February meeting.  It is hoped that this will be complete in the first quarter of next year.

Sports
Ms. Miriam Cleary gave detailed account of Sports Partnership and working groups involved over past two years.  These groups included Kilkenny County Council, V.E.C., Ossory Youth, Foroige, FAS and other interested committees.  Sports Strategy Plan is to start in January which will involve contacting about eighty schools.  Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh enquired about insurance cover in school yards.  Cllr. Michael O’Brien suggested that the SPC 5 bring the issue of insurance cover to the General Council of County Councils.  This was seconded by Cllr. John Coonan.
Heritage
The heritage officer Ms. Dearbhala Ledwidge gave a brief description on the functions and some of the projects being worked on under the Heritage portfolio. This includes establishment of the Heritage Forum and the preparation of the “The Heritage Plan” which is a five year strategy for the county. Regarding the “Integrated Cultural Facility”, the consultants will be appointed during December.  Cllr. Michael O’Brien asked about funding the Heritage Officer programme.  Dearbhala explained that it was co-funded by the Heritage Council and the County Council on a sliding scale. Mr. Coilin O’Driscoll asked about the Heritage Officers post being retained and also referred to the issue of St.Mary’s church and graveyard.
Tourism
Mr. Tony Walsh referred to Tourism research on Kilkenny which had been carried out in 2004 and informed the group of a five year strategy for Tourism in the city and county. Work on this strategy will commence early 2005.  
Library Service
Mr. Jim Fogarty, County Librarian gave brief talk on the Library service in the county for the benefit of the new members.  Cllr. Joe Reidy referred to need for new Library and possible suitable locations.
Cllr. John Coonan suggested a tour of the Libraries in the county.

Cllr. Michael O’Brien suggested that the February meeting be held outside County Hall and recommended the Library in Thomastown.  Cllr. John Coonan agreed to the venue but suggested the April meeting. 
