                               Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting
Held in Meeting Room No. 1, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

On Monday, 13th September, 2004 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan




Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and agreed.
Present:
Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, J. Cody, , P. Fitzpatrick, 

& M. Noonan.
In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, 
I. Gardner, Senior Executive Engineer &

M. Leahy, Staff Officer.

Vote of Sympathy

To the Mullally family, on the recent death of Mr. Mullally.

The Chairman called for a minutes silent prayer for the Mullally family.

The members expressed their congratulations to Kilkenny Senior Hurlers on their success in reaching the All-Ireland Final and indeed for their success over the last few years.

Congratulations were also expressed to the Kilkenny Minor Hurling team on a fine performance on Sunday last and the members wished them all the very best in next weekend’s replay.
Best wishes were also extended to the Under 21 Hurling team in the All-Ireland final next weekend.

Mr. T. Walsh requested that a time be given to discuss the provision of the playgrounds in the eastern environs even though this had not been included on the agenda and this was agreed.
1.
Minutes of Meeting held on 12th July, 2004.

Agreed.

Matters Arising from Minutes:


a.
Riverside Walks – Kilkenny Area
Much discussion took place regarding the unsocial behaviour and vandalism which appears to occur along the river walks.  It was agreed that a special meeting take place at the earliest possible opportunity with representatives of the various concerned groups.  The members agreed to furnish the executive with names of contact persons for these groups to ensure that all concerned would be included.
b.
Traffic Calming – Kilkenny
Much discussion took place in this regard.  The members asked Ian Gardner if there is an alternative to providing ramps as a traffic calming measure in housing estates.  

It was suggested that a five year traffic calming plan be formalised.
F. Gray stated that a common policy between the two local authorities should exist incorporating a combination of suitable traffic calming options to be used at various locations in Kilkenny city and county.
Ian Gardner agreed to explore all options suggested by the members and further agreed, at the members request, to return to a future meeting of Kilkenny Electoral Area committee.
2.
Election of Chairman
It was agreed to defer the election of a Chairman for the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee to the next meeting scheduled to take place on Monday 8th November, 2004.

3.
Notices of Motion:

1. Cllr. J. Coonan
“That Kilkenny County Council make the necessary arrangements to ensure that the appropriate restoration works are undertaken on the water pump at Lower Drakelands and that the persistent road surface water problem in this area be also addressed”.


T. Walsh agreed to obtain a costing of the necessary restoration works to the water pump at Lower Drakelands.  F. Gray stated that Drakelands is included in the Roads Schedule for road restoration works in 2005.  Any surface water problem will be addressed at that stage.

2. Cllr. P. Cuddihy

“That Kilkenny County Council together with Kilkenny Borough Council begin the process to create a series of riverside parks through the urban area of Kilkenny city, from Talbots Inch to the Ring Road bridge”.

Cllr. P. Cuddihy stated that a joint plan between Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council should be formalised, incorporating by-laws, for the provision of a series of river parks along the river banks and a consultative process with representatives from groups most affected be entered into.  
4.
Agree Report with Chairman

It was agreed that the following two items be included in the Chairman’s report and recommendation, for the next Council meeting;

a. Riverside Walks – Kilkenny Area

It was agreed that a special meeting take place at the earliest possible opportunity with representatives of the various concerned groups,  regarding the unsocial behaviour and vandalism which appears to occur along the river walks.

b.
Traffic Calming - Kilkenny
It was agreed that a common policy between the two local authorities should exist incorporating a combination of suitable traffic calming options to be used at various locations in Kilkenny city and county.
5.
Any Other Business:
Provision of Playground Facility
T. Walsh put forward a proposal which would allow for the acceleration of the playground plan for the eastern environs while at the same time allow for adequate consultation for the general playground scheme for the county.
Lighting – County Hall
Cllr. J. Cody requested that the missing globes from the public lighting at County Hall/Maudlin Street be replaced.  T. Walsh agreed to investigate the matter.

Benches – Maudlin Street
Cllr. M. Noonan stated that residents are requesting the removal of the benches at the top of Maudlin Street, because of the anti-social behaviour taking place at this location.  It was pointed out to the members that this is in the Kilkenny Borough Council area of responsibility.

Inner Relief Road
It was noted that the process of amending the Development Plan to provide for the Inner Relief Road was currently in progress.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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