Minutes of SPC5 Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Meeting/

Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaíon, Cultúr, Oidhreacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on 24th March 2004

Present

Cllr. Tommy Brennan, Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Vincent Dempsey, Mr. Pat Kelly, Cllr. Martin Brett

In Attendance

Ms. Mary Butler, Mr. Jim Fogarty, Mr. Tony Walsh, Ms. Sian Crane

Apologies 

Cllr. Pat Crotty, Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick 

Cllr. Tommy Brennan opened the meeting and welcomed the committee.

Minutes were proposed and seconded by Mr. Vincent Dempsey and Cllr. Martin Brett.

Heritage Pride of Place  
Ms Dearbhala Ledwidge gave an overview of the “Pride of Place” initiative which included a handout. The focus of the project is to encourage civic pride, therefore rewarding community groups, residents association and individuals who take positive steps to enhance the area that they live in.
There was discussion on the current situation and the Local Authorities role which is working in conjunction with community committees such as BNS. It was stated that this was an opportunity for groups to gain advice and support towards the enhancement of their area.

County Museum
There was an update from Dearbhala on the current situation of the County Museum making particular reference to the proposed feasibility study. She mentioned that the option of combining the need for a Museum with the objectives of the Butler Gallery was being considered.  Dearbhala mentioned that Dr. Patrick Wallace, Director of the National Museum, would be visiting Kilkenny with a view to discussing this issue. 
Discussion followed with regards to capitol costs, running costs and the need to have a location for local artifacts. 
Arts Strategy

Mary Butler gave an update to the consultation which has been running and stated that there was a very positive outcome, with a 20-25% response to the survey. These cards were issued throughout the county and city and the majority of cards completed gave extra comments which helped reinforce ideas of what people’s view of the Arts around Kilkenny was. 

A thank you was extended to Cllr. Brennan for his support with regards to the postcard exhibition and Ms. Butler announced that over 4,0000 cards were received which took over four days to display. There were cards received from Greece, South Africa, England and participation from Montessori Schools, people with disabilities and artists who have never had their work on display.

George Chandler was the auctioneer and price ranged from €2.00 to €110.00 euro per postcard with approximately fifty one pieces sold on the night. The election committee which was set up chose a card which was submitted by a young child as the overall winner and five hundred cards of the design are to be made and sent to the school.
Discussion followed with positive feedback from the committee members.

The proposed development of 72 John Street was another item on the agenda. Mr. Walsh stated that the objective of renting the building was to provide for a number of services including the Arts. He also stated that the ground floor section was unsuitable for offices due to the absence of natural lighting and ventilation. 
Ms. Butler announced that she would feel connected to the County Council and she would have a visual presence on Johns Street, which is not possible at the present building. This hopefully would break down barriers and provide a reference point for students with also the library being involved. 

There was also an update on the activities in the Chadwick’s Building and the current residencies taking place. Mary also announced that she had images to show the committee.
Cllr. John Coonan complemented Ms. Butler on her achievements and wanted it to be noted that she had full support from the committee members. 
Any Other Business   
Mr. Jim Fogarty and Mr. Tony Walsh discussed the Library service and suggested that it should be included on the agenda for the next SPC5 meeting. As an interim report the following update was given.

It was announced that the library catalogue was now available on the internet and the computerisation of branch libraries has taken place with only Callan and Thomastown left.

Results from the National Survey, was handed out to the committee and it was stated that there was a 94% satisfaction rate of libraries in 2003. 
Mr. Tony Walsh announced that the Sports Partnership has advertised for the vacancy of Sports Co-Ordinator with the VEC and everything was progressing as planned.   

It was agreed that the final meeting would be held on the 19th of May at 11.00pm and that lunch would be provided on that day. 
This concluded the end of the meeting. 

