 Minutes of SPC5 Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism & Education Meeting/

Coiste um Bheartais Straitéiseach 5 – Ealaíon, Cultúr, Oidhreacht, Turasóireacht & Oideachas held on the 18th February 2004

Present

Cllr. Tommy Brennan, Cllr. Martin Carroll, Cllr. Martin Brett, Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Pat Kelly, Mr. Vincent Dempsey 

In Attendance

Mr. Jim Fogarty, Ms Mary Butler, Ms. Dearbhala Ledwidge, Mr. Tony Walsh, Ms. Bríd Hynes, Ms. Sian Crane

Cllr. Tommy Brennan opened the meeting by welcoming the committee.

Arts Strategy

Mary Butler gave a brief over-view of the five years Art Strategy and the consultation cards which are asking people their opinion of the arts with the incentive of winning a weekend in Galway and Kilkenny and also €100 voucher. This is being launched on Thursday the 19th of February in conjunction with Michael Malone and the Arts Office.

With regards to the postcard exhibition it was announced that there has been a very good response which postcards received from South Africa and also a national sponsor Mr. John Hinde has also become involved. The extended deadline is now the 5th of March with the Auction, Preview & Overall prize winner taking place on the 11th March. This is to take place at County Hall.
It was announced that there was a disappointing turn out of people from Kilkenny at the Museum of Modern Art supporting the Lark Knitting project. 

Lastly there was an update on the school workshop in Castlecomer and there were also further dates announced for residency at Chadwick’s and Ormonde College and discussion around the County Enterprise Board Newsletter.
Sports Partnership

Ms. Bríd Hynes gave the SPC 5 committee an update on the current situation of the Sports Partnership and announced that they were successful in gaining funding of approx €150 thousand per annum for a three year period and was now in the process of forming a Limited Company. 

There was further discussion around the “make-up” of the partnership and the length of time that they have been together as a working group. Also it was announced that there is currently an advertisement in the Sunday Independent with regards to the position of Sports Co-Ordinator.
Input was given from John Coonan commending the people who have made the partnership possible. There was also further discussion around community support and who the target groups for inclusion into sport participation were.

Tourism
Mr. Tony Walsh gave a power point presentation on data correlated from a survey conducted in October on people visiting Kilkenny. The outcome was that the majority of visitors left Kilkenny after having a very pleasurable experience and was keen to return and/or recommend the county to friends and family.

Pride of Place
Ms. Dearbhala Ledwidge gave the committee a presentation on the Pride of Place Programme running in conjunction with the County Council and Barrow Nore Suir. This programme is aimed at supporting the Tidy Towns Groups with advice and encouraging awareness and pride in their environment.

Any Other Business

Discussion on the library report and the children’s book festival followed. There was also praise over the new library on the Parade announcing that it is a welcome change and it has been greatly appreciated by the general public.
Dates for the next SPC Meeting are:

24th March 
10th of June and a review meeting have been arranged for the 19th of May and the agenda is to be reflective of review.
