                                 Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting 
                             Held in Council Chamber, John Street, Kilkenny

                                   On Monday, 12th January, 2004 at 2.00 p.m.
Chair:



Cllr. J. Coonan





(Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan)

Present:
Cllrs. M. Lanigan, T. Mullen, J. Cody, P. Fitzpatrick, 
P. Cuddihy & M. Brett.

In Attendance:
T. Walsh, Director of Services, 

F. Gray, Senior Executive Engineer, & 
M. Leahy, Staff Officer.
At the outset the committee paused for a minute’s prayer for all the deceased over the Christmas period.  

Vote of Sympathy

It was agreed to extend the sympathies of the Kilkenny Electoral Area committee to Cllr. Betty Manning (and the Manning family) on the recent death of her husband, Tommy Manning.

1.
Minutes of meeting held on 10th November, 2003
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th November, 2003 were agreed.

2.
Minutes of Special meeting held on 1st December, 2003
The minutes of the special meeting held on Monday 1st December, 2003 were agreed.

3.
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Bohernatounish Road, Loughboy
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Cuddihy and agreed; “That this matter now proceed to the full meeting of the Council”.
4.
Proposed Amenity Area at Glendine Heights

T. Walsh outlined the present situation to the members and an up-to-date report on this item was circulated to the members.
5.
Notices of Motion

Cllr. John Coonan
1.  “That traffic calming ramps be installed on the section of roadway from Bennettsridge Road (by   Woodbine Avenue) to the Bohernatounish Road, as a matter of urgency”.

It was agreed at the Special Meeting of Kilkenny Electoral Area held on Monday 1st December, 2003, that only 1 No. Ramped Zebra Crossing be placed near Supervalu, Loughboy – at the Doctor’s Surgery), after consultation and seeking a contribution from the developers of Supervalu.

T. Walsh stated that he has yet to contact Caulfields, the new owner of the Loughboy Shopping Centre, with regard to contribution towards this work.
2. “That the path on the Circular Road from Conshan Housing Estate to the Ballycallan Road and from the entrance at Kilcreene Hospital to left hand turn (at pump) – Lower Drakelands Lower be restored, and provision of adequate public lighting at both locations”.
This Notice can only be considered in the context of the 2004 Road Works Programme under Local Road/Regional Road Special Works Proposals, and the availability of funding for public lighting in 2004.
F. Gray agreed to carry out short term maintenance works on the existing footpath in the Kilcreene area.

Public Lighting Scheme
All members contributed to a discussion on this issue, outlining areas of concern and indicated the need to formalise a priority list for public lighting now that the existing public lighting scheme has expired.  It was agreed that members would specify their individual preferences within the Kilkenny area.

It was proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody, and agreed; “That a new Public Lighting Scheme for Kilkenny city and county, be formalised by the Council”.

6.
Provision of Playground for the Kilkenny Area.

It was agreed in the Estimates to provide funding towards the provision of a playground in each of the five electoral areas.  Provision has been made in the Estimates to finance this work.  All members contributed and much discussion took place with regard to identifying a suitable location for the provision of a playground facility in the Kilkenny area and the need for identifying further sources of funding, possibly from Dormant Accounts.  
Members gave examples of successful projects around the country such as, Sligo, Clonakilty, Cork and a public playground adjacent to the Green Isle Hotel, Dublin.
It was agreed that this facility should be provided in the eastern environs and a process involving consultation with local development groups and local resident groups would be undertaken with a view to presenting a recommendation to the members of the Kilkenny Electoral Area for decision.

T. Walsh agreed to report back with a recommendation as soon as possible.

7.         Election of Chairman


Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and agreed;


“That Cllr. J. Coonan be elected as Chairman of the Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee for 2004”

8.
Chairman’s Report


It was agreed that the items to go forward from this meeting to the Council meeting are as follows:-

1. 
Ring Road Extension

2. 
Playground Facility for Kilkenny Electoral Area

3. 
Public Lighting Scheme

9.
Any Other Business

Ring Road
T. Walsh outlined the present position in relation to the Ring Road.  It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and agreed;

“That work on the Ring Road Extension commence as soon as possible”.


Trees – Kilkenny Area


On the question of tree pruning raised by members in various parts of the city, it was indicated that €25,000 is being sought under Special Works to implement a programme of works and capitulating both tree pruning and footpath repair work associated with overgrown trees.

Hedge Trimming

It was agreed that a solution is required in relation to on-going maintenance of hedging/planting provided by residents groups where such planting has not been maintained, as highlighted by the overgrown hedge adjoining the Bohernatounish Road, Loughboy.

Temporary Traffic Management Scheme
T. Walsh outlined to the members the need for a joint briefing with Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee and Kilkenny Borough Council with regard to forthcoming disruption to traffic as a result of necessary road works associated with two projects, namely a) Broadband and b) River Nore Flood Relief Scheme.

It was agreed, subject to agreement with members of Kilkenny Borough Council, to hold a joint briefing at 2.00 p.m. on Monday next, 19th January, 2004.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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