Minutes of the Piltown Electoral Area Committee Meeting

Date of Meeting:
23rd May, 2008 at 2.00pm
Venue: 

Kilkenny County Council Area Offices, Newrath.

Chair:
Cllr. D. Dowling

Present:
Cllrs. P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Breathnach, P. Walsh and C. Phelan.
In Attendance:
J. Crocket, County Manager, T. Walsh, Director of Services, D. Malone, Planning, Catriona Reilly, Executive Planner, D. Lawlor, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer.

Presentation from NBA – Waterford Environs Draft Local Area Plan

Denis Malone, Senior Planner, advised the Members that the National Building Agency had been appointed to prepare the Waterford Environs Local Area Plan and introduced Eoghan Ryan and Rebecca McKeon of NBA, who were in attendance to make a presentation to the members.  He stated that the first public consultation stage was now complete and the first draft plan had been prepared.  The agreement of the members was now being sought to enable the draft plan to be put on public display.  It was hoped that the draft would be on display within the next four weeks and would remain on display for a minimum of six weeks.
E. Ryan began the presentation stating that the plan covered a very large study area from Belview to Grannagh.  He went through the draft plan in detail, including the key findings in relation to the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for the area and also the development and transport objectives for the different locations within the study area.
Cllr. Dowling asked that additional lands between the Mullinabro Road and N24 be zoned and also asked that the opportunity be taken now to provide for a waste water treatment plant in the Newrath area to cater for both residents and businesses.
D. Malone suggested that the provision of a waste water treatment plant could be discussed with the local developers in the area.  It was agreed that this matter would be looked at again.
The County Manager stated that to-date he felt that there had been a low level of ambition for this area, but this plan now incorporates the bigger thinking required for the area, which provides so many opportunities.  With Waterford having been designated a gateway city, the Government have asked that we create a new city and this plan is bigger, better, very creative and ambitious and takes advantage of the River, building around it.  There will be cooperation with Waterford City Council on the provision of the proposed new river crossing, with both counties set to benefit.  This area is strategically important to Kilkenny, there will be lots of work and finance needed to get the Ferrybank Area right, but this plan delivers the bigger picture and he was confident that if this plan was presented correctly to Government, funding would be received.
Following further discussion and contributions from the members, it was agreed that a further meeting be held to discuss the draft plan on Friday, 30th May at 5.00pm.

Cllr. Dowling thanked NBA for their presentation and they withdrew from the meeting.

Update on N25 Waterford City Bypass
Cllr. Dowling welcomed Tom Hartery, who was in attendance to give an update to the members on the N25 Waterford City Bypass.  He circulated a handout to the meeting, detailing all aspects of the project and gave an overview of progress to-date.  He stated that some problems had been experienced and some complaints received, however progress in general was good and it was anticipated that the project would be complete well within the timeframe.

T. Hartery advised the members that a public art work for the Bypass was being considered at present and instead of the usual art piece, it was proposed to prepare a book on the area, which would be available at libraries.  The 3 Local Authority Arts Officers were working on this at present and the author chosen would interact with all local communities in the area to create a cultural work, filled with a wealth of history from the area, which would be finished to a very high standard.
T. Walsh asked what the period of maximum disruption would be, as the Area Office would need to know this well in advance.  T. Hartery advised that plenty of advance warning would be given to all concerned.

An invitation was extended to the members to take a site visit on the bypass, which they accepted and arrangements were made accordingly.

Cllr. Dowling thanked Tom Hartery and he withdrew from the meeting.

Minutes of previous meeting held 13th Marcy, 2008
Minutes were proposed by Cllr. P. Walsh seconded by Cllr. C. Long and agreed.

Request from St. Michael’s Theatre, New Ross re Funding
It was noted that a letter had been received from Tomas Kavanagh, Theatre Director of St. Michael’s Theatre, New Ross, requesting that they be allowed make a submission at a future Area Meeting.  It was agreed that a letter would be issued to the Theatre on behalf of the Piltown Members suggesting that they make formal application for funding under the Arts Grants.
Update on Community & Cultural Facilities Capital Scheme
T. Walsh advised the members that details under this Scheme would not be available until July and would be presented to them at their Area Meeting in July.
It was then agreed that the July meeting be rescheduled for Friday, 25th July at 3.00pm.

Items Requested by Members
Reports as distributed were noted, with some discussion taking place on items as follows:-

Cllr. C. Long
Item 2 – Cllr. Long stated that this was an accident waiting to happen and felt very strongly about it.  D. Lawlor reiterated the contents of the report, stating that he had spoken to Management at Roadstone about this matter and drivers have received instruction from them.  However, perhaps additional signage could be placed warning the public and the Gardai could also be asked to monitor the area.  In the meantime, Road Design could be asked to look at the junction layout in an attempt to improve safety.

T. Walsh pointed out that it was important to note that the Local Authority have no control over driver behaviour, which is the main problem here.  It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Gardai bringing this matter to their attention as a public safety issue.
Item 3 – Cllr. Long acknowledged that improvements may have been put in place, however, these were not good enough and the problem with high levels of dust continued.  D. Lawlor stated that dust levels were within the regulations and they were operating within the terms of their licence.
T. Walsh suggested that perhaps a meeting could be facilitated with the residents in the area to discuss any issues of concern with Roadstone.

Item 10 – T. Walsh felt that provision of bus shelters should be looked at in a comprehensive manner and agreed to discuss the matter in detail with D. Lawlor and would discuss again at a future meeting.
Cllr. Pat Dunphy
Item 3 – Cllr. Dunphy stated that a lot of incidents of illegal dumping were not being attended to by the area and while he understood the pressures on the area, the matter had to be addressed.  T. Walsh expressed his concern at the resources being taken up on illegal dumping in the area.  D. Lawlor stated that the Environment Section were looking at deploying a team dedicated to collection of illegal dumping and prosecutions would be stepped up to get the message across.
Item 4 – Cllr. Dunphy acknowledged the report, but asked for contact details for the relevant person(s) in the NRA, as he wished to follow this matter up with them also.
Item 6 – Cllr. Dunphy noted the report, but asked that replacement of the signage be considered.  D. Lawlor agreed.

Item 8 – It was agreed that Cllr. Dunphy would put forward a motion to the full Council Meeting in the names of all Piltown Members with regard to developing a policy for dealing with speeding on local roads.
Any Other Business

Cllr. Dunphy asked about leaks at Moonveen/Carrigeen areas and when they would be attended to.  
D. Lawlor stated that the works were due to commence in the coming weeks – a road opening licence had been granted for these works and a road closure would also be required, which was being advertised at present.
T. Walsh advised the members of a meeting he was attending on Wednesday 27th May next with the developer concerned to discuss the ongoing matter of provision of a footpath at Abbeylands and would keep the members informed.  He stated that following his initial discussions with the developer, both felt the matter would be resolved before children returned to school in September.

Cllr. Dowling extended thanks, on behalf of all the Members, to the County Manager, for his attendance at the meeting and for his valuable input and guidance in relation to the Local Area Plan presentation.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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