Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held in Workhouse, Callan on 15th May, 2008 at 9.30 a.m.

Present:
Chairperson Cllr. Tom Maher, Cllr Matt Doran, Cllr William Ireland. 

In Attendance: 
J Mulholland DOS, S Foley A/SEE., M. Purcell, A/S.O.

Denis Malone, Ashlinn O’Brien, Senior Planner, Alice Charles, Associated Planner. 

Cllr. Tom Maher opened the meeting. First item on Agenda dealt with at end of meeting.
(2).
Minutes:
Cllr. Matt Doran proposed minutes of meeting of 13th February 
and 29th February, 2008, seconded by Cllr. William  Ireland.
(3)
Matters Arising from Minutes: 

Matt Doran was advised that traffic count at Newmarket will be carried out within the next month.
(4)
Friary Walk – Petition from Friary Walk Residents at Clashacollaire.

Tom Maher referred to planning application P.08/448 lodged for eleven additional parking spaces in new shopping centre.  He asked if a condition could be put on planning permission to re-build wall to block entrance.   John Mulholland stated that it would have to be agreed and then considered as a condition on planning permission.

(5) 
Bridge Street Parking:
Tom Maher asked if yellow lines could be looked at.  He asked about the possibility of putting yellow lines at Jackman’s and McCormack’s.

Matt Doran spoke of his concern re. safety on street.  He stated that parking on this street was dangerous and will get worse when schools amalgamate on Kilkenny Road.  

Tom Maher spoke about parking outside Convent gate.  He came across three jeeps double parked outside convent gate. With the monies being invested this is rather frustrating. 

As regards parking there will have to be:
· Self enforcement by citizens.

· If not, enforcement by Garda Siochana.

John Mulholland decided to arrange a meeting with Sergeant Con Dooley to bring up issues. John Mulholland asked if Callan had a schedule where parking is allowed.  Seamus to follow up and if available to arrange to give a copy to Guards for their reference purposes.  Tom Maher enquired about the possibility of putting a ramp in between Cross and Bridge.  There is only a small area needed for delivery to shops.
Matt Doran stated that residents of Bridge Street were afraid of walking street.  While traffic lights were up when  McCormack’s development was going on it helped.  Without this control now cars are meeting - no one wants to stop/driving up on footpaths.  Matt Doran asked if Council could think long term about parking.  Dangerous for kids walking to school.  Only way of slowing traffic down is to put up a ramp.  He asked for possible options to be looked into.

In the discussion on ramps on bridge street the possibility of ramps in Windgap was discussed. Seamus explained he had conducted a speed survey and based on this and the speed results obtained a ramp would not be warranted. It is poor value for money to simply install on the basis of a handful of rogue drivers. In such cases it is really an enforcement issue. 
John Mulholland informed members that a formal document on ramps will be brought before Council shortly through SPC backed up by reserved speeds.  Regional roads are important arteries for urban areas – ramps should not be in general installed on these roads. John Mulholland stated that Council have to be careful to put up ramps in accordance with standards required.  In reply to query William Ireland was informed that there is a warrant for a ramp inside speed limit areas but subject to certain standards.

(6)
Green Street Traffic Management Plan:

Tom Maher asked for an up-to-date position on progress of Traffic Management Plan.
John Mulholland replied stating that Council had €250,000 - €300,000 for this project.  €100,000 was also set aside for accessibility in Callan some of which will be used on Green Street also. The overall implementation of the Traffic Management Plan for Green Street will be completed in a few phases.
Tender documents are under preparation. John explained the timeline for works. Tenders will be advertised in July. Closing date for receipt of tenders late August. Assessment of tenders and awarding of contract September. Best case scenario work to commence in late September.  John Mulholland stated that investigations will have to be carried out.  Undertaken to date is only the preliminary design. Site examination has be undertaken and be thorough. 

(7)
Roadworks Programme:
Seamus outlined progress on Roadworks Programme.
Restoration Improvement – by next week just under 50% of work completed.

Restoration Maintenance – Starting 15.05.08 – 1/3 of work could be done by next Wednesday. However this is weather permitting and is likely to change.
Low Cost – Ballyhall:.  Road Design office will forward plan to Seamus.  Works include re-defining the new junction and the provision of additional signage. Total cost of €35,000.

Some special works have been undertaken but at the moment the main focus is on restoration improvement and maintenance.

Mill Street: Work is currently being done on resurfacing the narrow portion of Mill Street. The works are considered to be successful and relining etc will be completed over the coming weeks.
As regards pedestrian crossings at Stoneyford it is advisable to work on these crossings during school holidays but works on drainage improvements will be undertaken over the coming weeks..

Public Lighting –Seamus advised the members that the sum of €8,000 had been set aside in the RWS for public lighting.  In line with previous discussions Seamus clarified with the members that Tullahought would be the first job undertaken and thereafter depending on what funds are left other works could be considered. Seamus to progress matters. 
Costings for Bennettsbridge lighting are due shortly.  Seamus to liaise with Tony Lauhoff on joint works on progressing this. There is a special development allocation of €21,000 for the lights in Bennettsbridge. Tom Maher mentioned Annamult if  there was spare money.

Seamus informed members that a section of the LP4200 from Danesfort down to N. 10 would benefit from road surfacng. Although it is considered that the road surface is not a contributory factor in the accidents it may be prudent to do surface dressing on this stretch now rather than next year. To achieve this Seamus proposed to cut back on the length on the road between Kilamery to Cottrellstown. (LP1031). The section not completed in 2008 will be undertaken with the remainder of this road to Cottrellstown in 2009

CIR Allocation:
Callan have spent €90,000 so with the work completed on  Ballybeigh Lane – length – 1.7 km. Luttrells will cost €35,000/€36,000 depending on how much is done which is presently unclear. It may be the case that Dowlings in Lawcus, Stoneyford may also make the cut in 2008.

There are approximately 20 no. of CIR applications on hand.  In 2007 – 5 schemes completed.  This year we will get two or maybe three completed as the lengths are much greater.

LIS :  List sent to Roads Administration. Ratings last year were 22, this year 15.  John Mulholland informed members that allocation would equate to circa €80,000 per area but that the scheme is administered on a county wide basis as per department guidelines. Matt Doran mentioned Kelly’s application.  Lady is one hundred and two years old. Public health nurse calling regularly.

Cllr. William Ireland enquired about state of road at Mylerstown, Hugginstown. He stated that Council tarred beginning of road.  Seamus Foley informed him that John Bartley, Overseer did repairs on this stretch in the last two weeks.

Barnascoub – Cllr. Matt Doran and Cllr. Tom Maher expressed concern about short visability.  Traffic from Kilkenny side slower than traffic from Kilmaganny side. Seamus to see if options for improvement are available.
N. 9 Progress: John Mulholland gave members an up-date on progress of N. 9 motorway contract. He stated that Callan & Thomastown members can if they wish arrange a site trip with lunch in Rising Sun, Mullinavat after.
Southern Section: Progress on Southern Section good.  Will be completed early in 2009. At Dunkitt before the interface with the Waterford City By Pass there will have to be interim arrangements made for traffic access until the by pass is completed some months later.  There will be a short transition period before the City By Pass is open to traffic.

From Knocktopher to Leighlinbridge there are three feature bridges – (i) Kingsriver Bridge.  (ii) Nore Bridge at Bennettsbridge, and  (iii) The Barrow  Crossing  . Their form and shape have been shown on the E.I.S so they will not go back into the public arena.  John will show Area Councillors the proposed design when available. Fencing from Knocktopher to Leighlinbridge has been completed.  They are now working on earthworks.

N.R.A. will provide funding to restore roads damaged after construction period – e.g. Ballygearda, Quarry – Mullinavat.  Provide haulage routes.  Some may have planning permission.   John stated that Council will also do their best for local groups to remedy situations. Most of the heavy work from Knocktopher to Waterford is completed.  

Matt Doran stated that residents of Ballybodan & Ballygearda had to bear a lot of torment. John Mulholland will talk to Pat Graham to see if N.R.A. can do anything more on this matter. If something is not done tractors will go into dyke – during silage time.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Tom Maher asked if anything could be done to clean up around bridge and Friary Bridge.  John Mulholland stated that there is no special fund for this.  He informed him that the OPW have an office in Wexford that they are responsible for drainage.  John Mulholland agreed to provide Seamus with a contact in the OPW to see if works can be undertaken. John advised that they come to Kilkenny twice per year and there may be a possibility to tie this into that work.
John Mulholland advised that whenever undertaking works in rivers one has to always talk to the Fisheries Board too.

(8)
Objection re. Extinguishment of Public Right of Way:

Objection received from Joseph Quigley.  Seamus informed members that they had three options:-

(i) No Change.

(ii) Reduce to 112 metres as suggested in the objection.

(iii) Proceed with full extinguishment.

Following a discussion it was proposed by “Cllr. Tom Maher and seconded by Cllr. William Ireland to proceed with extinguishment as it does not affect access”.

(9)
Any Other Business:
William Ireland enquired about main road between Knocktopher & Floodhall.  Seamus informed him that a lot of work had been done on this.  A speed survey was carried out over several days gathering data. Speeds of in excess of 100km/hr were recorded just in advance of the bends which clearly were not designed for those types of speeds. On a wet day especially this is very dangerous.  Seamus prepared a report and had been forwarded to Road Design for inclusion in a Low cost safety scheme to warn drivers. Funding for this will be requested from the NRA.
John Mulholland stated that Frank O’Dwyer met Tom King & the N.R.A. yesterday.  Council have grant of €150,000 to improve signage.  It is clear that accident was caused by speed.  A lot of accidents happen in wet weather. There is a low noise surface on road.  He stated that Council will be putting up signs.  This has been submitted to the  N.R.A. for approval.
Tom Maher discussed entrances into town off Callan By-Pass. He stated that there are no proper road markings.  There have been two bad crashes – right turns from South & West, turn for Chapel Lane.  John Mulholland agreed to ask Frank Stafford, Road Design, Dean Street to deal with this.  Proper plan for ghost island on by-pass – including  a review of the access arrangements to Chapel Lane will be undertaken.

(10.)
Next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 23rd July, 2008 at 9.30 a.m.

Update on Callan Local Area Plan – Buchanans Consultants.
Denis Malone and Buchanan Consultants were welcomed to meeting at this stage.  Their Associate Planner and Head of Urban Design attended.

Denis stated that the Hugginstown/Newmarket Group were interested in meeting members at their next Area Meeting. It was agreed to put this first on Agenda of meeting in July.

Callan Area Plan due to expire on 20th June, 2008. Local Area Plans are reviewed every six years.  Plan needs to be in place to draw proper planning and sustainable development and guide growth of Callan.

Buchanan’s  presented the Draft Zoning Map.  Also a map showing various submissions received during consultation.
Various submissions were discussed.

It was arranged to meet again on Monday, 9th June, 2008.  Plan has to be finalised second week in June.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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