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Sheep Worrying

Sheep worrying is a big issue for Sheep farmers at anytime of the year but it is hugely problematic when it happens during the lambing season (December to May approx). Sheep worrying occurs when dogs chase sheep, injure them and or kill them. Sheep are flight animals, i.e. they flee when they perceive danger.

The damage caused can be visible - wounds.  Often the sheep are still alive but they have very bad injuries.  Often these injuries are untreatable and they have to be put to sleep.  Other damage caused is less visible to the sheep e.g. if they are in lamb they often abort their lambs. After a dog worrying episode the sheep can become terrified of dogs and can make life very difficult for the sheep farmer as sheep dogs are used routinely to herd sheep.  Thus routine farm tasks become very time consuming for the farmer. The above causes economic losses and makes for a difficult working environment for the farmer.

Even though dogs have been domesticated for a long time, they have not lost their basic instincts.  These instincts include a strong predatory drive.  The chase instinct can be triggered by the sight or the movement of animals.  Thus humans should not be shocked that the family pet dog would chase or worry sheep. Any breed of dog can be involved in a sheep worrying killing episode. 

In this the Lambing Season extra vigilance is required by dog owners - be you a rural dweller or if you walk your dog in the countryside at this time of year.  Any dog including family pets can become involved in a sheep kill if we (humans) give them the opportunity. The dog owner is liable for any damages arising. Dogs must be kept under control at all times. In certain circumstances it is legal for farmers to shoot dogs on sight if they are trespassing on their lands. So be warned!
